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First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am

First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am
            Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS

First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

December 2008         

     Hospitality for December

Sunday, 7th    9:30 am


Breakfast with a Friend—David La Fontaine/ Patrick Egan

                       Rise of Meeting

Coffee Hour—Peg Duffy and Cynthia Jones


           12:00 pm 


Care & Counsel Committee Meeting

Sunday, 14th   9:15 am


Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting (see below)
            Rise of Meeting
                        Monthly Meeting Lunch—TylaAnn/Freddie Burger



12:45 pm


Meeting for Business  (Note: change of Sunday)

                                                                        This month’s committee report-Peace & Social Concerns


Sunday, 21st   9:15 am


Property Committee Meeting

Meeting


Christmas readings and carol singing

                        Rise of Meeting

Meeting brunch—Hospitality Committee

Sunday, 28th    Rise of Meeting                      Coffee Hour—Everybody share
                                                  Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting
              Second Sundays of the Month (  9:15 am, in the Social Room  (  September—June

This Sunday the Meeting will focus on the proposed governance changes in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. This is the chance for the Meeting to have input into the workings of the yearly meeting. Friends, as a part of Green Street Monthly Meeting, we are part of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. All are encouraged to come, long term Friends to lend their knowledge of the workings of the yearly meeting and new Friends and attenders, to begin to learn about the yearly meeting and the wider community of Friends that we are all part of.  (Please refer to minute #11-08-8 on page 4 of this newsletter.)

            Friends, the office will be closed, December 22-30, January 1, and maybe January 2.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
DEEPENING AND STRENGTHENING OUR MEETING

Each month while we are in the process of deepening and strengthening our Meeting community, we’ll have a brief report, reading or reflection in the newsletter.  Please give yourself and our Meeting the gift of an extra minute or two to read and reflect on these offerings.

Advices on Conflict

In this community as in every community, conflict happens. The question is not whether we will have conflict, but how we choose to deal with it. Learn to see conflict as an invitation from God, an opportunity to learn the lessons of love, tolerance, service, and forgiveness, lessons that can only be learned in community.

Remember that we are a covenant community. We are bound together by our yearning for God, and any differences among us exist in that context. The extent to which we know and love one another has great bearing on our capacity to deal with conflict; therefore strive to do your part in contributing to the network of relationships and atmosphere of trust that will carry us through any conflict. Every shared meal, every heart-to-heart conversation, every act of kindness and friendliness toward one another strengthens the web of our community, and ultimately helps us to face our differences constructively, and see beyond them in a spirit of love.

Keep faith with our tradition. Our Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business provides a time-honored way of reaching communal decisions in the context of our inevitable differences. Our Quaker process can sometimes seem slow and inefficient, but we continue to use it because in the long run it nurtures and sustains us as a community. Difficult decisions take time, patience, and forbearance. Remember that our process depends on full participation from members and attenders; willingness of each one present to speak his or her own truth; but also willingness to let go of our own partial truth as together we seek unity.

Learn to listen. Listen to God, knowing that the Light can bring us into a unity beyond any differences. Listen also to one another, knowing that for individuals in conflict, the experience of being heard and understood can be healing. Be generous in your listening: willing to give of your time and attention, and also willing to be influenced by what you hear.

Use the resources of our community. If you should find yourself in a situation of conflict, seek out others who are willing to listen to you, and open yourself to their counsel. In particular, members of Care and Counsel can provide skilled listening, mediation, and clearness committees to help individuals deal with conflict.

Be tender with one another. In an ideal community, all conflict would be directly faced, promptly dealt with, and resolved to everyone’s satisfaction. We are not that community. Sometimes, despite our best efforts, differences remain. Learn to accept these situations with tolerance, humility, and an intact sense of humor. Know when to let go. Facing conflict is important, but remember that love is the most important thing. Let love be the first motion.

Developed by Lancaster Meeting, summer of 2008, as part of their work on “Knowing Our Self as a Meeting.”
 
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
       Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Eleventh Month 16, 2008
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Eleventh Month 16, 2008:

We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship.  The Clerk read the 11th Query on Stewardship of Resources from Faith and Practice of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.

11-08-1  The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends.

11-08-2   Russell Endo reported for the Trustees. He first reported that due diligence continues on the

property east of the meetinghouse and there is no update on the sale. He then turned attention to the incorporation and draft bylaws for both the Meeting and School.

The draft presented consists of material drawn from the bylaws of other Quaker bodies including Germantown Meeting, Germantown Friends School and Friends Hospice. Russ reviewed each proposed section of both Meeting and School bylaws. Friends raised questions about the bylaws and concerns about various matters including dissolution terms, governance of the school, and issues of quorum. A redraft of the bylaws will be brought back to Monthly Meeting when completed, possibly at next month’s meeting. Friends are encouraged to send written comments to Russell so that they may be considered in the redraft.

Friends asked that hard copies of the new draft be available as well as e-mail distribution. Gratitude was expressed to Russell for his work in developing these documents.

11-08-3   Doris Clinckscale presented the report of the Worship and Ministry Committee.   

           Annual Report of the Worship and Ministry Committee of Green Street Monthly

                        Meeting of Friends — October 1, 2007 – September 30, 2008 
Our committee has been occupied with many activities to meet our mission statement. We have reviewed and discussed the mission statement this year. The Deepening and Strengthening Project has helped committee members to better envision our role in helping members recognize gifts in themselves and others. Committee members have interacted with attenders and members to better meet their spiritual needs. Efforts will continue to find better ways to assist attenders and members to learn something of the philosophy, history, and practices of Friends.

In June of this year, a memorial service was held for a long-term member who had served in many leadership positions at Green Street Meeting. Jeanne T. Jones will long be remembered.

Our committee continues to reflect on and discuss strategies that will be most effective for assisting our diverse community of seekers. Our early morning Friendly Bible Study on the fourth Sunday of the month seems appropriate for the eight to ten adult participants, although leadership has presented a problem at times. Each regular attender at meeting for worship is given a copy of Faith and Practice. A Query is read at the beginning of worship on the first Sunday of each month, except for July. The hospitality time after worship is used to greet visitors and answer questions. Pamphlets on the table at the back of the meeting room are near the visitor’s book. These give some of history of our meeting and answer common questions about Friends’ practices. A member of the committee sends a welcome note to all visitors who sign the book and who live in or near Philadelphia.

The book given to each graduate of Greene Street Friends School in June 2008 was One World – Many Religions, by Mary Pope Osborne. The book is about several world religions, including Christianity and Islam. 

Our committee is concerned with the spiritual growth of each member and attender. Some attenders may find themselves drawn to membership after some months or years. Others will continue to seek. The decision either way is an individual one in which the Inner Light guides. 

Our committee seeks that same source of Light.

Friends received the report.

11-08-04    Eric Corson presented the recommendations of the Committee on Contributions to Outside Organizations. Eric answered Friends questions about several organizations. The current recommendation uses $10,700 of a $12,000 budget leaving some room for additional requests. Friends approved the recommendations as presented. 

11-08-5    Tracey Smith-Diggs presented a report on the Peace Gathering being held in First Month and the request for host meetings and churches to support the community based work leading up to the Saturday session on violence in the community. 

Tracey explained the activities leading up to the event on First Month 17 and the opportunity to work with other area congregations on community concerns about peace and justice. Friends approved acting as a host site. Tracey will act as facilitator and contact person for our Meeting.

11-08-6   The Clerk reported that she received the annual request for covenant support for Yearly
 Meeting activities. We are asked to inform the Yearly Meeting of the covenant amount by Second  

 Month 9. The Clerk will forward this request to the Budget Committee.

11-08-7   The Clerk has received a request from the Ministry and Nurture Committee of Friends

General Conference for our Meeting to host it’s meeting on the weekend of First Month 30. We would provide meeting space, meals and hospitality. They would provide a session for the Meeting on First Day on Ministry and Nurture in the Meeting. 

When the calendar was reviewed we discovered that the weekend requested is already scheduled by the School for the events that support the annual Costa Rica trip. The Clerk will convey our regrets about not being able to host this committee to FGC.

11-08-8   The Clerk reported on correspondence from the Yearly Meeting regarding matters that the 

Monthly Meetings are asked to season, consider and respond to. These matters include the Governance Report regarding the structure and function of Interim Meeting, the Priorities Discernment Process and concerns for Yearly Meeting sessions for next summer. 

Friends agreed to consider the Governance Report before Meeting for Worship on Twelfth Month 14. The Clerk will ask Allen Walters, our Interim Meeting representative to prepare to present the material and any additional material for our consideration. 

The Minutes were approved as read. We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Twelfth Month 14.


Sharon Mullally, Clerk


TylaAnn Burger, Recording Clerk

Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, TylaAnn Burger, Doris Clinckscale, Eric Corson, Elizabeth Cunningham, Robert Dockhorn, Russell Endo, Thomas Hardy, Cynthia Jones, Elizabeth Marsh, Sharon Mullaly, Alyson Scott, Tracey Smith-Diggs, Ethel Trefsger, Margaret Walters, Allan Walters. 

Meeting Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary

Attenders: Mary Joy Benson

                                                   About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Business Meeting on December 14, the second Sunday of the month.

Due to the Christmas celebration being held on Sunday, December 23, the meeting for worship with attention to business will be held on Sunday, December 14

Christmas greens for the Meeting

If you have Christmas greens that you can donate to the meeting, and/or enjoy decorating, please contact Ethel Trefsger. She needs the donations and the help to get the meeting house ready for Sunday, December 21. It’s fun, and you can enjoy the wonderful smell of the evergreens. Please call her 215-848-7671 or speak to her on a Sunday. (If you are unable to contact her, please contact the office.)

Address change – Alyson Scott, 39 East Logan St., Philadelphia, PA, 19144. Her e-mail and phone are unchanged.

A thank-you for the hospitality provided by the Meeting during the Deepening & Strengthening Retreat
Dear Green Street Meeting hosts,


We, the retreatants, wish to express our gratitude to the chefs of Green Street Meeting. Not only was the delicious food lovingly prepared, but it was also timely, gourmet, abundant, and creative.


Your welcoming, open, spirit enlivened the Divine Spirit of the weekend.


Borrowing from the Shaker folk lore – “of hands to work and hearts to God” your gracious gift enhanced the goal of out work together.

Yours in the Light, Radnor Meeting, Haddonfield Meeting, Working Group  10/26/08

Quaker meditation group

JoAnn Seaver hosts a Quaker guided meditation group every first and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm at her house. It's called Experiment with Light. Occasionally the scheduling changes relative to participants' availability or JoAnn's schedule (she goes away a lot!) Please contact JoAnn or Jean Gajary prior to each Wednesday just to be sure the schedule hasn't been altered. JoAnn Seaver, 215-438-6106 or joann.seaver@verizon.net  Jean Gajary, 215-292-4426 or jgajary@hotmail.com
Update from Greene Street Friends School

The school plans to move their offices into the 61 W. School House Lane building during the first week of December.

Educational Assistance

All members who seek financial aid to send their child to a Friends school, college, or school for special education should write to the Educational Assistance Committee (Margaret Walters, Clerk) no later than Jan. 25, 2009.  College students are expected to submit their applications themselves.  Also, if you plan to apply to the Yearly Meeting for the tuition aid now available to all Friends families, please submit the form given you by the school to us.  If you have questions, call Peggy Walters at 215-247-7276 or Shirley Bansen at 215-283-7291.

The Property Committee and Meeting would like the Meeting facilities to be available for use.

At the monthly meeting for business in October, the Property Committee and Meeting affirmed that they would like to be open to groups using the meetinghouse, which are not affiliated with the Meeting or the School. However, to do so, the Meeting needs Friends who are willing to open up, can answer questions about such things as the coffee machines, and then make sure everything is locked up properly. The Property Committee does not have the people power to do it all the time. Friends are needed who live close to the meeting who would be willing to help to provide such service. If you are able and willing to do this, please notify the meeting office. 

Please return books to the Meeting Library

Thomas Hardy, the Meeting’s new Librarian, is requesting that Friends return the books that they may have taken out over the last several months, (or longer) so that he can get them properly inventoried. Editorial note: Friends, he is doing a wonderful job on a task long neglected. 

Heeding God's Call: A Gathering on Peace will be held January 13-17, 2009, in Philadelphia. 

Tracey Smith-Diggs has agreed to be the contact. 215-248-4137 or wwellnessworks@msn.com

PYM is asking Green St. MM to select 3 adults and 3 youth/young adults from the Meeting to participate in a project on gun violence as part of this conference. The participants will come together for a meeting during December  with two other religious communities in our area.  This will make a group of 18 people. The focus of these small groups will be gun violence and how to help create peace on the streets. The purpose is to engage in dialogue, share learning, creative expression, and action planning. This small group will have a final meeting on Saturday morning, January 17th in a local congregation, share lunch, and then join with approximately 2,000 others for a brief worship service downtown, before assembling for a march/witness to a local gun dealer. Our intention is to present a request for a reasonable code of ethics for gun dealers to help eliminate illegal gun sales.
                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[
                        The Twelfth Query on Integrity and Simplicity

What does our Meeting understand to be the meaning and implication of our testimonies on simplicity and integrity?

How do our Meeting's actions demonstrate this understanding?

As a Meeting, what are we doing to encourage members to embody integrity and simplicity in their everyday lives?

How do I strive to maintain the integrity of my inner and outer lives—in my spiritual journey, my work, and my family responsibilities? How do I manage my commitments so that overcommitment, worry, and stress do not diminish my integrity?
Am I temperate in all things? Am I open to counsel and advice on overindulgence and addictive behavior, such as gambling? Do I take seriously the hazards associated with addictive and mood-altering substances?
Am I careful to speak truth as I know it and am I open to truth spoken to me? Am I mindful that judicial oaths imply a double standard of truth?
Do I refrain from membership in organizations whose purposes and methods compromise our testimonies?

                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)
Are you interested in hand crafted gifts?

Germantown Monthly Meeting is holding A Craft Fair on Sunday, December 7, at the rise of meeting. The crafts will include a wide array of items made by members of the meeting All proceeds will benefit the assistance committee of Germantown Meeting. Box lunches will be available and all visitors are welcome. 
Workshops at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed here. Please see the postings on the bulletin board for detailed explanations or contact Pendle Hill.)
Dec. 5-7,      Claiming Our Peace Testimony with Mary Lord.

Dec. 5-7       The Spiritual Eye of Attention: A Thomas Merton Retreat with Robert Waldron.

Dec. 30-Jan. 3 American Musical Mosaics with Karl Middleman
Dec. 30-Jan. 3 Open Heart, Peaceful Mind: Restore your spirit and your balance with Valerie Brown

Jan. 16-18    Recording: Spiritual Discipline and Communal Gift with Mario Cavallini and Sondra Ball
Jan. 25-29    Prayer: No Strings Attached with Chris Ravndal

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 On Being Gathered: Meeting growth-an extension of gathered worship-Deborah Haines
Feb. 6-8       Clerking with Deborah Fisch and Bill Deutsch
Feb. 6-8        The Sacred Compass: Leading a life of spiritual transformation, with J. Brent Bill

Silent Retreats For Friends

Friends and attenders who are drawn to the mystery we call God may find a retreat helpful. Two retreats are offered in 2009 at St. Raphaela Center in Haverford, Pa. One eight-day retreat Monday, January 5 to Tuesday, January 13, and one midweek retreat Tuesday, February 10, to Thursday, February 12. All participants have private rooms, and the use of various rooms and the chapel at the retreat center. Renee Crauder from State College Meeting is the spiritual director for these retreats. The cost for the eight-day retreat is $500; the midweek retreat is $175. To register, call St. Raphaela Center at 610-642-5715; for more information, call Renee Crauder at 814-867-0644 or email rcrauder@comcast.net.

Gathering for Quaker Educators in Public Schools

Are you a Friend who works in a public school?  You are cordially invited to a gathering called "Teaching Across Difference." This free seminar for Quaker public school educators will be Saturday, February 28. PA Act 48 credits are available. Other seminars for Quaker public educators can be scheduled with your interests in mind. Please contact PYM's Education staff if you (or someone you know) should be on our invitation list. Our intention is to build community, support one another, and learn together. Contact Elke Muller at 215-241-7223 or ElkeM@pym.org for more information.

Publications Service Group looking for a few good Friends

Friends with editorial skills, and those with knowledge of Quaker history, are invited to join the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting publishing program. The Publications Service Group develops materials to meet Meetings' needs and keeps various Quaker classics in print. At present, we oversee the final production and marketing of Faith and Practice, curricula and other works sponsored by PYM committees, pamphlets, and the Arch Street Lecture Series. We also contribute to the development of PYM's website. We work with other Quaker publishers to produce publications such as the Journal of George Fox and Whispers of Faith. We are exploring new technologies like print-on-demand that allow reprinting short runs. We are working on general information for visitors at Arch Street Meeting

House, Friends Center, and other Quaker sites. Interested Friends should email lairdh@fgcquaker.org. Publications Service Group meets once a month in the evening at a location best suited to the group.

Writing and Art Workshops for Quaker Youth

Quaker Youth Book Project editorial board members have designed workshops on writing and art that encourage reflection, creative work, and written and visual ministry by young Friends ages 15-35. The

workshops draw upon the writings of historic Friends, Bible verses, other writers, artists, and creative writing techniques. They will help young Friends reflect on their lives, faith and witness in the world as Friends. The submission of work developed in a workshop to the Quaker Youth Book Project is not required—but it is certainly encouraged! Editorial board members and Friends from Quakers Uniting in Publications (QUIP) may be available to lead these workshops. If no one is available, we will work with interested Friends so that they can facilitate the workshops themselves. E-mail quipyouthbook@gmail.com if you are interested. More information at www.quakeryouth.org/quipbook 

Parking at Arch Street

Friends wishing to use the parking lot at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia for personal business (when not attending meetings there) should obtain an annual permit. The fee is $150 for the calendar year. 2009 parking tags are now available from the PYM Business and Finance

Department at Friends Center. Please note: Parking tags will no longer be issued from the Arch Street Meeting House.  If you have a 2008 tag, you will be notified by mail for renewal. For all others, please send inquiries to Jess Purvis, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email: JessP@pym.org
Website Offers International Quaker Community

Quaker Faith and Fellowship is a new website presence at http://www.quakerfaithandfellowship.org   

This Friendly cyberspace community offers online Meeting for Worship with a "Coffee & Tea room" for after-meeting discussions and a Forum for informal discussions. Organizers are praying that others from around the world will come to their site and take on responsibilities for the scheduling of online

Meetings for Worship in the hope that all those who are isolated for one reason or another will have the opportunity through the Internet to unite with others for spiritual nourishment.

Job Openings at Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

Care and Aging Coordinator. Please see posting on the bulletin at the head of the stairs or visit their web site (www.pym.org) to view the full job descriptions and the application process or contact Ginny Connolly, Human Resources Coordinator, humanresources@pym.org or 215-241-7225.

Babysitters, PYM

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is committed to making it convenient for adult members and attenders with small children to participate fully in committees, Interim Meeting, March Sessions, and Summer Sessions activities. We need some dedicated and enthusiastic babysitters so this can happen. The Program and Religious Life department would like to identify a number of qualified people who could be called as needed for this paid work. We seek individuals who have experience working with children of any age, newborn through 5th grade. Must have a deep love for and a proven ability to care for children. References will be checked and criminal and sexual abuse background clearance will be performed. Please contact Mary Anne Crowley, Administrative Assistant for Program and Religious Life, at maryc@pym.org or 215-241-7230 if you are interested in being considered.

Humor Corner: (Unedited comments from children about the Bible) Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah’s wife was called Joan of Ark because Noah built the ark, which the animals came to in pears.

The epistles were the wives of the apostles.

St. Paul cavorted to Christianity. He preached the holy acrimony, which is another name for marriage.

From the Meeting Secretary: First business: Please pay attention to the newsletter deadline below. Friends, I have no leeway at all in the timing of the January newsletter. If your information is not to me by then, it doesn’t go in.
The submission deadline for the January newsletter is 12:00 noon on Friday, December 12.
(Except for the minutes from the meeting for worship with a concern for business.) 

The Eskimos Have No Word for War

Trying to explain it to them                                       

Leaves one feeling ridiculous and obscene.                 

Their houses, like white bowls         


 

Sit on a prairie of ancient snowfalls


  

Caught beyond thaw or the swift changes

  


Of night or day.




  
They listen politely, and stride away

With spears and sleds and barking dogs

To hunt for food. The women wait

Chewing on skins or singing songs,

Knowing that they have hours to spend

That the luck of the hunter is often late.

Later, by fires and boiling bones

In steaming kettles, they welcome me,

Far kin, pale brother,

To share what they have in a hungry time

In a difficult land. While I talk on

Of the southern kingdoms, cannon, armies,

Shifting alliances, airplanes, power,

They chew their bones and smile at one another.

Mary Oliver, New and Selected Poems
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