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  First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am
  First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

  Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
  First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

December 2010         

Sunday, 5th
   9:30 am
          Breakfast with a Friend—David La Fontaine/Patrick Egan


   Rise of Meeting     Coffee Hour—Rachel Clark and Loretta Lucy Miller



   12:00
          Care & Counsel Committee Meeting
Saturday, 11th 7-9 pm   Refreshments at 6:30 A Force More Powerful. This film explores how nonviolent

                                                       power has overcome oppression and authoritarian rule all over the world.  
Sunday, 12th
   9:15 am
             Peace & Social Concerns Program (see below)



 

          Shan Cretin, new General Secretary of AFSC will be speaking


  Rise of Meeting      Coffee Hour—TylaAnn and Freddie Burger

Sunday, 19th     9:15 am
          Property Committee Meeting

             10:15 am 
          Sharing on the Twelfth Query on Integrity and Simplicity
                         Rise of Meeting        Holiday pageant like you’ve never seen before

                         About ½ hour later than usual       Monthly Meeting Lunch—Potluck, so everyone can

                            attend the play. Questions? Contact Anne Bayless/Dan McDevitt or Michael Van Hoy
                                                        Report from Peace & Social Concerns
Sunday, 26th
Christmas Meeting with Bible readings of Christmas story and carol singing 

                         Rise of Meeting        Christmas Brunch—Hospitality Committee
 

             ( SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Peace and Social Concerns 
Please see the About F/friends section for information about on the second Saturday film night and the second Sunday Peace & Social Concerns program.

Exact dates are not known, but the office will most probably be closed Tuesday, 21 through Monday, 27 and possibly a day longer.

     Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Eleventh Month 21, 2010
Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Eleventh Month 21, 2010

At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Eleventh Month 21, 2010:

We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 PM in worship.  The Clerk read the Eleventh Query on Stewardship of Resources from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice.

11-10-1
The Clerk read the draft minutes of the Tenth Month 17, 2010 Meeting for Business which were not reviewed at that time. Friends approved the minutes with the following change to minute 10-10-3. The paragraph starting with “We were reminded” was corrected as follows:

“We were reminded that some members feel a lack of trust derived from the process which involved some meeting–school interactions. We acknowledged that this requires our continuing attention and care.”

The Clerk noted that in communications about these minutes with Friends he has noted the following insights:

• That disagreements between meetings and their schools were legion in the Religious Society of Friends;

• Having recently attended PYM Records Services Group he understood that meeting minutes were   considered public documents and 

• That such public statement of concerns was harmful only if they lead to no addressing of the concerns and the problems are left to fester.

11-10-2
The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends. 

11-10-3
Doris Clinkscale gave the Annual Report of the Worship and Ministry Committee, which is included below. Friends expressed appreciation for the significant contribution and gifted service Doris has made to the work of the committee. 

Annual Report of the Worship and Ministry Committee of Green Street Monthly Meeting of Friends, October 1, 2009 — September 30, 2010


Our committee has been reviewing and reflecting to determine whether activities presented have met the needs of members and attenders. An informal count has been taken of attendance at Sunday’s meetings for worship. It varies from 25 to 50. Attendance at Friendly Bible Study is usually eight or more persons. Attendance at First Day School seems to have increased this year. Sunday visitors usually sign the guest book. Visitors who are from Philadelphia and nearby areas are sent a note of welcome, usually within a week of the visit.


The committee selects a book each year about Quaker values and persons and presents a copy to each graduate of the eighth grade of Greene Street Friends School. The selection in 2009 was After Gandhi, written by Sibley O’Brien and Perry O’Brien. The book is composed of short biographies of male and female peacemakers who are from various parts of the world. These peacemakers contributed in many different ways. Twenty-one graduates received the book. A copy was given to the library of Green Street Monthly Meeting.


Last year our Christmas program consisted of periods of song, silence and readings from the book of Luke. Our music was accompanied by guitar, played by our member James Dragoni.


We plan to present a survey to be completed by members and attenders. We need information to help us better define what seems most appropriate for a course on Quakerism for our community of members and attenders. The short survey will be presented soon.


There has been a suggestion that a hymn be sung during the meeting for worship, perhaps at the end of the service to include adults and children. The hymn singing will need more discussion.


Another item that will need member input is the query worship-sharing held at 10:15 on each third Sunday. Such a worship-sharing of each query has had a trial run, and the attendance has been no more than four persons at a session.


Our committee has a budget, which is used to purchase the gift books, wrappings, pamphlets and copies of Faith and Practice. The price of Faith and Practice is ten dollars each. The cost of a gift book for an eighth grade graduate is twenty dollars or more for each copy. The graduating classes will probably be at least twenty students.


The Worship and Ministry Committee is an attentive ear to listen to ideas of members and attenders, as well as questions and concerns. Our mission is to help members and attenders in our spiritual journey together.

The Minutes were read and approved.

We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Twelfth Month 19.


Robert Dockhorn, Interim Clerk


TylaAnn Burger, Alternate Recording Clerk

Members Present: TylaAnn Burger, Doris Clinkscale, Elizabeth Cunningham, Robert Dockhorn, James Glackin, Sharon Mullally, Allan Walters, Margaret Walters.

Attenders: Geniver Montalvo, Traci & Walter Hjelt Sullivan (Providence Meeting - PYM), Charlotte Anderson, Jonathan Perry

Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 

                                            About our F/friends

                         (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
December 11 film night: A Force More Powerful. This film explores one of the 20th century's most important but least understood stories: how nonviolent power has overcome oppression and authoritarian rule all over the world.
Sunday, December 12, 9:15 am, come meet Shan Cretin, the new General Secretary of AFSC
Shan Cretin, the new General Secretary of American Friends Service Committee, wants to meet us and we are fortunate to be able to meet her and welcome her to Philadelphia. She has taken over the post of leading the AFSC after being the director of AFSC's Pacific Southwest region for seven years. She will talk to us about the work of AFSC and take our questions and comments.  

We hope many members and our children and young people will come to learn and share.  Friends are urged to explore the website of AFSC to grasp the breadth of programs and issues that this Quaker organization has embraced.  
Sunday, December 19, Green Street Monthly Meeting Holiday Pageant

Come one and all to a unique, hilarious, moving, holiday celebration at the rise of meeting. 

Educational Assistance

All members who need financial aid to send their child to a Friends school, college, or school for special education should write to the Educational Assistance Committee (Margaret Walters, Clerk) no later than Jan. 23, 2011.  College students are expected to submit their applications themselves.  Also, if you plan to apply to the Yearly Meeting for the tuition aid available to Friends children in Friends schools, please go to www.friendseducationfund.org to find all necessary application forms and information. If you have questions, call Peggy Walters at 215-247-7276 or e-mail margaretjwalters@verizon.net
Important Nominating Committee News

Nominating Committee members have been busy checking in with committee clerks to help assess needs given that several committee members will be rotating off at the end of the year.  We have determined that some of our committees are in special need of new membership.  Worship and Ministry, Peace and Social Concerns, Hospitality and Property Committees are all in need of new membership!  Other committees also need new members, so please consider joining one or two of these important and vibrant committees.  Nominating Committee members are available to answer questions regarding committee membership and/or connect you with clerks to help you better understand what committee participation entails.  Thank you!  Nominating Committee: TylaAnn Burger, Robert Dockhorn, Jean Prestas, Margaret Walters, Charity Marshall-Womack and Anne Bayless

Second Excerpt from The Care Relationship: Friends School and the Religious Society of Friends.

Communicate well and often.

It takes time and effort to relate to the Meeting. If you make an effort to communicate and be aware of how someone might care, you’re ahead of the game.

Effective channels of communication between individuals and groups are essential to building trusting relationships that last. Communication is a circular process; it involves listening and talking, reflecting and responding. Meetings and schools cannot communicate too much when building a long-lasting relationship.

Leadership groups in the school and in the Meeting are wise to identify sources of tension and work to keep communications open. Find ways to embrace differences and the normal tensions the differences bring. Welcome new voices. Meetings and schools can find ways to mentor and help people learn skills and develop inclinations from such activities as clerking and conflict resolution.

In general, schools and Meetings would be wise to consider assigning key contact persons or a committee to serve as liaison between the monthly Meeting and the school and to have processes in place, in the school and in the Meeting, that help to mend bridges between the two groups as conflicts and tensions arise.

Greene Street Friends School Master Plan

The architects have completed their work on the Master Plan and a copy will be available in the Meeting office for review.  This plan is based on their meetings with the School and Meeting communities and their research on the physical property.  It illustrates a set of possible visions for development of the property for the next 20 years and pathways toward specific plans that will be brought forward to the community for approval as they are created.
The copy may not leave the meetinghouse, so Friends will need to look at it while they are here. Please keep in mind that this is proprietary information that should not be shared with people outside our

community. 

Looking ahead to the community wide book read.

"GSMM Outreach Committee in partnership with GSFS Black History Committee of the Parent's Association would like to invite you to participate in a community wide book read.  The book we will be reading is Tumbling by Diane McKinney-Whetstone.  Save the date for a book group style discussion on Sunday, February 13, from 12:30 to 2:30 in the social room of the meeting house.  All are welcome!"

New Books in Meeting Library

Writing Cheerfully On The Web: A Quaker Blog Reader
 This book brings to print the online conversation that has been mending the historical schisms in Quakerism. The contemporary writing by 32 bloggers shatters the stereotypes of who the "real" Quakers are and points to the wholeness that is the Religious Society of Friends.
 
The Wisdom to Know the Difference: When to Make a Change-and When to Let… 
Praised by the Dalai Lama, the book explores how to apply the message of the Serenity Prayer, accepting the things we cannot change, and changing those we can. The fascinating people Eileen Flanagan interviewed include a Katrina evacuee, a mother who became an outspoken peace activist after her son was killed in Iraq, and a cattle rancher who went from bankruptcy to winning Paul Newman's "most generous business" award. The book draws on a variety of spiritual traditions, including Flanagan's Quaker faith.
 
Einstein's God: Conversations About Science and the Human Spirit
Albert Einstein did not believe in a personal God. And his famous quip that "God does not play dice with the universe" was a statement about quantum physics, not a statement of faith. But he did leave behind a fascinating, largely forgotten legacy of musings and writings-some serious, some whimsical-about the relationship between science and religion and his own inquisitive reverence for the "order deeply hidden behind everything". Einstein's self-described "cosmic religious sense" is intriguingly compatible with twenty-first-century sensibilities. And it is the starting point for Einstein's God. Drawn from American Public Media's extraordinary program Speaking of Faith, the conversations in this profoundly illuminating book explore an emerging interface of inquiry-if not answers-between many fields of science, medicine, theology and philosophy. In her interviews with such luminaries as Freeman Dyson, Paul Davies, V. V. Raman, and Mehmet Oz, Krista Tippett draws out the connections between these realms, showing how even those most wedded to hard truths find spiritual enlightenment in the life of experiment and, in turn, raise questions that are theologically evocative.
 
A new vision for Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting.
About 30 Friends met at Central Philadelphia Meeting on Oct. 24 to envision a new chapter for the Quarter.  Wright Horne of PYM was facilitator. Friends approved a new slate of officers: Clerk, Tom Hardy of Green St.; Assistant Clerk, Andrew Anderson of Arch St.; Treasurer, Edward Rhoads of Germantown; and Recording clerk, Pamela Moore of Arch St. 

Friends approved accepting office space at Friends Center and hiring a part time paid coordinator.  Friends asked the Executive committee, composed of two representatives of each monthly meeting, to examine how to separate the business from the social/program meetings to increase interest and participation from the monthly meetings.  There was a spirit of hope and eagerness to build community among our seven meetings and work together in Philadelphia.  (These items arrived to late to be included in the November newsletter.)

Search for Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting Coordinator

The PQM is looking for a friendly, well organized person to coordinate communications and shared projects in PQM one day a week, for $20/hour as an independent contractor. Please send letter and resume to Tom Hardy, Clerk, at philaqtr@pym.org. (Note: NOT his home e-mail)
                                           [[[[[[[[[[[[

               The Twelfth Query on Integrity and Simplicity

What does our Meeting understand to be the meaning and implication of our testimonies on simplicity and integrity?

How do our Meeting's actions demonstrate this understanding?

As a Meeting, what are we doing to encourage members to embody integrity and simplicity in their everyday lives?

How do I strive to maintain the integrity of my inner and outer lives—in my spiritual journey, my work, and my family responsibilities? How do I manage my commitments so that over commitment, worry, and stress do not diminish my integrity?
Am I temperate in all things? Am I open to counsel and advice on overindulgence and addictive behavior, such as gambling? Do I take seriously the hazards associated with addictive and mood-altering substances?
Am I careful to speak truth as I know it and am I open to truth spoken to me? Am I mindful that judicial oaths imply a double standard of truth?
Do I refrain from membership in organizations whose purposes and methods compromise our testimonies?
                               [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)
Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed. Please go to their website or call them for more information.) 

Dec. 3-5
Blessed Unrest: Awaking the Dreamer and Activist Within with Steve Chase and Katy Locke
Dec. 28-Jan. 1 Facing the Music: Great Composers Who Resisted Intolerance and Inhumanity

Dec. 28-Jan. 1 Open Heart, Peaceful Mind: A Retreat for Rest and Reflection

Dec. 28-Jan. 1 Fully Present: The Artist’s Experience with Time

New Year’s Eve – Alcohol-free hors d’oeuvres, home-cooked dinner, chamber music concert, and candlelight meeting for worship. Registrations will be accepted until the event is full. 

Jan. 14-16
Minding Our Lives: Looking Deeply at the Present Moment
3 week intensive.  Jan. 7-28 Faithful Transitions, Spiritual Discernment in a Time of Change

Saturday Course. Jan. 29, Feb. 19, March 19, April 16, May 21, Conflict and Spirit, Applying the Quaker Legacy to Living Lives of Power with George Lakey
Looking ahead.

Feb. 1-9, 2011 – A Silent Retreat for Friends. 
Friends and attenders who are drawn to the mystery we call God may find a retreat helpful. An eight-day silent retreat is again offered in 2011 at St. Raphaela Center in Haverford Pa., from Tuesday, February 1 to Wednesday, February 9, 2011. The St. Raphaela Center is a large house with pleasant walking outdoors. The Sisters are most welcoming. All retreatants have private rooms and the run of the house, chapel, and spacious grounds for a prayer--filled time away. Renee Crauder from State College Meeting is the spiritual director for this retreat, which is co-sponsored by the Religious Education Concerns Group.
The cost for the eight-day retreat is $455. This includes room, board, the facilities of the Center, and Renee's availability. A non-refundable deposit of $100 is due at the time of registration. The retreat is limited to five retreatants. To register, call St. Raphaela Center at 610-642-5715; for more information, email AJC1haverford@aol.com or call Renee Crauder at 814-867-0644; or email her at rcrauder@comcast.net.

You Can Do It Day-II, on Saturday, Feb. 20, 2011, from 9:00 to 4:30.
Come to “You Can Do It Day” with an attention to the children in our meetings at Friends Center, 1515 Cherry St., Philadelphia, Pa. We Can Do It Day offers support and skills training to meetings through workshops, information, a children’s program and fellowship. This We Can Do It Day will focus on our care for and inclusion of children in the fabric of the meeting’s life, from pastoral care to effective witness, from worship to property concerns, from parenting to First Day School. Caring for our children is the work of the entire meeting. Watch for registration materials in January. For more information, contact Pam Anderson at 215-241-7182; pama@pym.org.

Friends Employment Opportunities
      Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is seeking applications for the following positions:

Director of Annual Giving

Director of Spiritual and Community Life Programs 
Director of Witness and Outreach Programs
Director of Meeting Relations
Friends in Education Coordinator

Short descriptions are posted on bulletin board at the head of the stairs.

Application Process:

For a complete job description and information contact: Ginny Connolly at 215-241-7225 or   humanresources@pym.org..
Please provide a letter of interest, resume, and three references to the attention of:

Ginny Connolly, Human Resources Coordinator

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA  19102

RE:  (name of job)
Email:  humanresources@pym.org
AFSC-Mid Atlantic Region seeks evaluation consultant. 

The purpose of the evaluation is to provide feedback to the Regional Executive Committee, management, and staff on the extent to which the program is meeting reasonable targets. For further information on AFSC, please see www.afsc.org. Contact: Brooke McDonald, Interim Associate Regional Director, Middle Atlantic Region (MAR-AFSC) at bmcdonald@afsc.org. Short description posted.

Humor Corner: The Bible according to kids. A few verses in the story of Jesus.

St. John, the blacksmith, dumped water on his head.

One of the opossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan.

It was a miracle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get the tombstone off the entrance.

Quote Corner: Simplicity for me is not an action but an attitude, an intention on my part. It is not to do with what I have or have not; not with what I own or that which I want to acquire; nor is it the challenge to downsize and embrace poverty. Simplicity, for me as a Quaker, is the intent to give focus and attention to the right response to God; to be discerning and faithful to the divine promptings in my ear and then to live my life in response to this guidance. 

                                                             New Light: 12 Quaker Voices edited by Jennifer Kavanagh
Editor’s note: I found this thought provoking, as for me, simplicity does have an aspect of the need to get rid of the clutter of “stuff” in my apartment. It does take too much of my time to deal with it all. 
The submission deadline for the January newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, December 17, for everything except the minutes from the meeting for worship with a concern for business.
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