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  First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am
  First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

 Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
  First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

December 2011         
Saturday, 3rd         7-9 pm
Scottsboro: An American Tragedy, film and discussion at Germantown

Note change in date and place
               Friends School (see below)
Sunday, 4th
          9:30 am
                  Breakfast with a Friend—Patrick Egan/David La Fontaine

                                  Rise of Meeting      Coffee Hour—Margie Felton and Victoria Greene



         12:00
                  Care & Counsel Committee Meeting
Sunday, 11th
         9:15 am
            
       Peace & Social Concerns Program Sincerity in our relationships
                                                                               with our community. (see below)

                                 Rise of Meeting       Coffee Hour—Selette James and Cheryl McFadden

Saturday, 17th        10:00 am                 Cookies—Everybody Shares

Sunday, 18th
         9:15 am
                     Property Committee Meeting
       

                         Christmas Meeting with Bible readings of Christmas Story and carol singing 

                                Rise of Meeting      Monthly Meeting Lunch— Potluck 



        12:45
                 Meeting for business





                 Report: Peace & Social Concerns
Sunday, 25th 
                                       No Friendly Bible Study

                    Rise of Meeting     Christmas Brunch—Everybody Shares

( Peace and Social Concerns 

Please see the About F/friends section for more information about the film on Saturday the 3rd, (note change of Saturday) and the Peace & Social Concerns program on Sunday the 11th.
 The office will be closed from Tuesday, December 20 through Tuesday, December 27. It will re-open on Wednesday morning, December 28. It will be closed again on Monday, January 2.        
    Draft Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Eleventh Month 20, 2011
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Eleventh Month 20, 2011:

We gathered near the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship. 

11-11-1 During worship, Robert Dockhorn, Clerk, read the Eleventh Query on Stewardship of Resources.

11-11-2 The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends.

11-11-3 Eric Corson, on behalf of Care and Counsel, read recommendations from the clerk of Providence Monthly Meeting in Media, Pa., for transfer of membership to our Meeting of Walter Hjelt Sullivan and Traci Hjelt Sullivan. Care and Counsel recommended accepting the transfer. The Meeting approved with appreciation. The Clerk was asked to send a note to the clerk of Providence Monthly Meeting thanking her.
11-11-4 The Clerk reported on several property matters: 

a. The addition of two gates for security had been approved at our called meeting in August, and when he received sketches, he called a brief special meeting for November 13 to review them. Circumstances on that day, exacerbated by the breakdown of the Meeting’s heater, precluded holding the called meeting, but he invited interested members of the Meeting to review the design and look at the proposed location of the gates with Greene Street Friends School’s business manager, Teri Buda, who was present. As a result, it was agreed to change the design of the gate to the right of the meetinghouse so that both gates would now be double gates. The wider piece of each gate will be locked, while the narrower piece can be opened to admit pedestrians and wheel chairs.

b. The heater has been out of order since being flooded in August. Parts for the repairs have arrived, and the heater is expected to be in operation in a few days.

c. The telephone is working after being out of order for several months. The Meeting requests that the Property Committee consider whether all three lines that come to the meetinghouse are necessary

11-11-5 Sharon Mullally, Clerk of the School Committee, introduced Leanne Clancy, Admissions Director of Greene Street Friends School, who gave a report on certain aspects of the admissions process. Her presentation and the discussion included the following points:
· The School usually expects to receive about 200 applications in a given year. Admissions looks for children and families who can benefit from Quaker culture and who can value and support the School’s mission. The School is growing.

· Since many Quaker schools are struggling with enrollment, why is Green Street growing? One part of the answer: Greene Street is more affordable than some of the larger schools, with current tuition at $11,700–12,600 per year.

· Each year, the School seeks to enroll 32 new children in pre-kindergarten, and about the same number of transfers in the upper grades. 

· There are 264 students this year. Seventeen years ago there were less than 200.

· Twenty-one students, or 8%, are Quaker; 47% are students of color. The enrollment is also socio-economically diverse: 103 receive a financial aid packet from the School. The maximum financial aid is half of tuition. The average this year is $4,550. Average family income for families receiving aid is $66,000. The lowest income of families who, receiving the maximum aid, can manage to send their children to Green Street is about $38,000. There are other resources that can provide additional tuition aid for children. Thus a few parents contribute personally very little toward tuition.

· Leanne is convening a working group to explore how families with even lower income than the current $38,000, but who would benefit and be benefitted by a Quaker school, can be supported, so that their children could attend.

· The target class size is 16 for kindergarten; 18 to 20 for the upper grades.

· Why does the number of children enrolled decrease in the upper grades? One factor is that middle-school children require more facilities than in lower school—facilities that Greene Street does not yet have. Others include the availability of Masterman in the 5th grade and additional children arriving in families, changing the families’ economics. There is planning underway for a new multipurpose building that will address the facilities weakness and may improve enrollment in the middle school grades.

· What are the provisions for bright children with learning differences? There is an elaborate structure and children have a support team. Yet there are ultimately some children who cannot be admitted to Greene Street, who would not thrive with the resources the School has.

· Leanne noted that about 15 children leave Greene Street each year because changes in circumstances make families unable to afford it any more. 

· Is there anything the Meeting might do (other than donating money) to assist the School in being more accessible to low-income families? Meeting members offered a few suggestions about seeking more financial support in the community to increase scholarship availability beyond the 50% of tuition limit currently in place for the School. There will be further dialogue about this.

The Meeting thanked Leanne for her very informative presentation.

11-11-6 Alyson Scott gave an interim report from the Structures Committee. The Committee is engaged on three fronts in following up on the work and recommendations of the Meeting’s retreat on the School/Meeting Care Relationship:

1) The overarching task is to develop a clearly defined framework for decision-making, with the goal that the Meeting, the School administration and the School Committee agree on their various roles and responsibilities for decisions affecting both bodies. This framework grows out of a decision-making grid developed at the retreat, is in process, and will take additional time.

2) An interim and shorter-term document in the form of a letter to the School has been developed. It asks that the Meeting’s active approval (not just consultation) be sought as implementation steps of the Master Plan evolve. This document will be presented at the December Monthly Meeting.

3) A reflection on queries for the Meeting and a set of new queries for the School based on the School’s mission statement have been developed. This document in draft form will be shared with Ed Marshall, Head of School, and Sharon Mullally, Clerk of the School Committee, for their thinking on how these queries might be used to guide us together.
4) In all three instances, the goal is to engage in dialogue with the School’s leadership towards agreement on the form of a rightly ordered relationship that is owned and honored by both Meeting and School.

11-11-7 Eric Corson gave an interim report for the Ad Hoc Committee Concerning the Fireplace. 
Striking a balance between having heat and having safe air is a consideration, but improvements (inserts that improve efficiency) would be costly: $5–6,000 dollars. At this point the committee is not recommending anything about the fireplace. There seem to be more urgent concerns. However, the committee is continuing to explore options.

It was noted that the cost could come out of replacement and reserve funds. It could save money in the long run and improve comfort. 

It was suggested that the Property Committee and the Green Committee should be part of this consideration and that changes to the fireplace should be looked at in relation to other possible improvements in energy efficiency. 

11-11-8 Thomas Hardy, Clerk of Philadelphia Quarter, has requested the resumption of the practice of annual Monthly Meeting Reports to the Quarterly Meeting. The Clerk asked whether any one would be interested in working on a report for our Meeting.

The Meeting referred to our Nominating Committee two needs: a new representative to Quarterly Meeting (since our member Tom Hardy is now Clerk of the Quarter, he is not in a good position to represent us), and someone to draft the report to Quarterly Meeting.

Tom also noted that he is our representative to Interim Meeting, but since he has taken on new responsibilities for planning the future of the Yearly Meeting, it would be best for our Meeting to find a new representative. Gabbreell James noted that she already attends Interim Meeting as a member of the Yearly Meeting Nominating Committee and could represent our Meeting there. The matter was referred to our Nominating Committee.

11-11-9 The Clerk introduced a discussion of the possibility of incorporation of the Meeting and of the School. We may have the only remaining unincorporated Friends school in this area, and the Meeting is not incorporated, although our Trustees are. Our Meeting and School have an unusually close relationship. The Clerk asked us to focus on our long-range intent. Currently, individuals in the Meeting invest a lot of personal time in the School. The school is in effect an instrument of the Meeting. Trustees of the Monthly Meeting hold the deeds to both Meeting and School properties. Should this close association continue, or should we move toward incorporating the School as an equal “adult” organization? He noted that we need to look at the deeper and longer-term question of our intention for the relationship before we move into the details of whether the Meeting should be incorporated and whether the School should be incorporated separately.

It was noted that the question of incorporation can be addressed in different legal documents from those that might address details of governance of the School, responsibilities, and ownership of the properties.

Friends expressed appreciation for this framing of our discernment process because there is a general desire for the close connection with the School to continue, even if School and Meeting are separately incorporated.

In the discussion, several points were made: 

· Creating a clearer boundary through separate incorporation can free the relationship between School and Meeting and make it a closer one in many respects.

· Incorporation can contain damage in possible lawsuits.

· The School is part of the soul of the meeting.

· A school has issues that a Meeting is not equipped to handle. Many day-to-day affairs are not appropriately taken up by the Meeting. Yet supporting the long-term health and the core character of the School is our job.

· It is apparent that neither the Meeting nor the School wants a weakening of the close relationship between them. 

· We can draft separate incorporation documents to reflect both the kind of governance we want, the property ownership, and stewardship responsibilities. 

· One change that would come if both institutions were incorporated is that the School could hold title to School property.

· Some difference of view was expressed as to whether a clarification of care relationship from Structures should go first or coincidentally with further work on incorporation.

The Clerk discerned from the discussion that the Meeting wants to keep its strong relationship with the School, and that there is support for incorporation so long as it does not weaken this relationship. Remaining to be resolved are whether the institutions should be separately incorporated, whether and/or in what role Trustees should continue, and the details of governance holding title to the property.

The Clerk noted that the committee that has been working on the details of incorporation had almost completed its work last spring. He proposed that it be asked to conclude this work and bring forth recommendations, at the same time that the Structures Committee completes its work on Meeting-School decision-making, and that the two keep in close touch as they encounter issues that would affect the work of the other. This was approved.

11-11-10 Item held over: report of the Committee on Contributions to Others.

We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Twelfth Month 18.


Robert Dockhorn, Interim Clerk


La Verne Shelton, Acting Recording Clerk

Members Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Anne Bayless, Doris Clinkscale, Eric Corson, Robert Dockhorn, Russell Endo, Jean Gajary, James Glackin, Thomas Hardy, Gabbreell James, David La Fontaine, Cheryl McFadden, Sharon Mullally, Alyson Scott, JoAnn Seaver, Margaret Walters.
 
Attenders: La Verne Shelton, Bethann DiGiovanni, Victoria Greene, Christopher Mohr, William Van Stone
 
Visitors/Guests/Friends: Edward Marshall, Head of Greene Street Friends School; Leanne Clancy, Director of Admissions, Greene Street Friends School
 
Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 

                                       About our F/friends

                         (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Educational Assistance

All members who need financial aid to send their child to a Friends school, college, or school for special education should write to the Educational Assistance Committee (Margaret Walters, Clerk) no later than Jan. 22, 2012.  College students are expected to submit their applications themselves.  Also, if you plan to apply to the Yearly Meeting for the tuition aid available to Friends children in Friends schools, please go to www.friendseducationfund.org to find all necessary application forms and information. If you have questions, call Peggy Walters at 215-247-7276 or e-mail margaretjwalters@verizon.net
Film night, Saturday December 3, beginning at 7:00 pm.  Note: first Saturday, not second Saturday  and at Germantown Friends School, not Green Street Monthly Meeting.
Germantown Monthly Meeting & Green Street Monthly Meeting will present a documentary film and discussion: Scottsboro: An American Tragedy. 
In 1931, two white women stepped from a boxcar in Paint Rock, Alabama to make a shocking accusation: they had been raped by nine black teenagers on the train. So began one of the most significant legal fights of the twentieth century. The trial of the nine falsely accused teens would draw North and South into their sharpest conflict since the Civil War, yield two momentous Supreme Court decisions and give birth to the Civil Rights Movement. In addition to its historical significance, the Scottsboro story is a riveting drama about the struggles of nine innocent young men for their lives and a cautionary tale about using human beings as fodder for political causes.

The discussion following the film will be led by James Davis, a professor of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies at Temple University as well as a member of Germantown Monthly Meeting. At present, he is also serving as Interim Dean of the College of Education.
The film will be shown in Yarnall Auditorium, Sharpless Building, Germantown Friends School

31 West Coulter Street, Philadelphia 19144

For more information and directions please visit the following website: www.germantownmeeting.org 

Please join us for this film and following discussion. 

December 11, 9:15 am
Kenyatta James will facilitate a discussion about sincerity. How can we support the community without being paternal or elitist in our approach?
Baking Cookies, Saturday, December 17.

Come enjoy good company, good fun and the resultant tasty end results. Everyone welcome.

Good news and not so good news. 

The good news is that the office phone is working again. The not so good news is that it is only working intermittently. So the best way to contact the office remains by e-mail. If you do need to call, please try, but nothing can be guaranteed. 

Nonviolence Resistance Database

Students at Swarthmore College, in research seminars led by George Lakey, have created a database of cases of nonviolent resistance to violence and terror and of nonviolent social change. While most cases are from the 20th century, they go back to the 12th century B.C.E.  100 more cases are scheduled to be added this semester.  The website is http://NVDatabase.swarthmore.edu. 
From the editor:

Friends, the deadline for the January newsletter is Friday, December 16 at 9:30 am for everything except the minutes from the meeting for business. Once again, I really do need everything by that time and cannot “stretch” the deadline as I often do. I will be taking time off over Christmas and will not have the time I usually have to work on the newsletter after the Sunday of business meeting.
                                             [[[[[[[[[[[[ 

                             The Twelfth Query on Integrity and Simplicity

What does our Meeting understand to be the meaning and implication of our testimonies on simplicity and integrity?

How do our Meeting's actions demonstrate this understanding?

As a Meeting, what are we doing to encourage members to embody integrity and simplicity in their everyday lives?

How do I strive to maintain the integrity of my inner and outer lives—in my spiritual journey, my work, and my family responsibilities? How do I manage my commitments so that over commitment, worry, and stress do not diminish my integrity?
Am I temperate in all things? Am I open to counsel and advice on overindulgence and addictive behavior, such as gambling? Do I take seriously the hazards associated with addictive and mood-altering substances?
Am I careful to speak truth as I know it and am I open to truth spoken to me? Am I mindful that judicial oaths imply a double standard of truth?
Do I refrain from membership in organizations whose purposes and methods compromise our testimonies?
                                               [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                          News and Announcements
 Craft Fair, Saturday, December 3, 11 am to 4 pm, here in the dining room at the meeting house.

Nancy Liles and a couple of other teachers at the school belong to a group that supports the village of Lwala in Kenya. The group is sponsoring a small craft fair here at the Meeting. Their goals are to: one, send at least one Lwala girl to high school for one year (which costs $500), two, provide money to support a Women's micro financing project in the village, three, make a contribution to the Debra Symonette Scholarship Fund at GSFS and four have some fun, spread some cheer, and celebrate the season. Here's to hoping for a great turnout! More information about Lwala can be found at lwalacommunityalliance.org 
From the editor: I have been to these fairs and they are fun and have interesting things to buy. It’s a great way to get some gifts that support something other than commercial stores and to meet interesting people creating interesting products.
Anti-Bullying Workshop, Saturday, December 10, from 9:15 am to 1:15 pm.
This half-day workshop for educators is offered free of charge by the Non-Violence and Children Working Group. Act 48 credits are available for a $20 processing fee.

Workshop Content--Participants will review the current research on bullying. They will learn how to report students who bully and how to gather information on bullying incidents. Techniques that address bullying behavior and protect targeted students will be covered, along with strategies that decrease bullying.  Ways to engage bystanders and how to confront students who bully are also included.

Workshop Location--The workshop is located in the Martin Luther King Room on the 3rd floor of Friends Center. The Friends Center building opens at 9:00 am on Saturdays, and the workshop will begin at 9:15.

To Enroll--Please download and complete the registration form and email the completed form to gcooke@pym.org.  The form may also be submitted by fax to the Friends in Education Coordinator, Grace Cooke, at 215-241-7045. (Please go to pym.org for registration form.)
Parking--$5 Weekend parking is available at the City's parking garage on Spring Street, between 15th and 16th Streets. Refreshments--Light refreshments will be available. For more information--Please contact Grace Sharples Cooke at 215-241-7224 or by email at gcooke@pym.org

52nd Annual Nazareth-to-Bethlehem Peace Pilgrimage, Saturday, December 10.
Walk the Road of Peace - for 52 years, people have been gathering to walk from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  This pilgrimage, symbolic of the journey of Mary and Joseph, provides those who walk, those who pass by on the highway and those who just read about it in the Sunday paper with an opportunity to think about what Christmas really means. If you are concerned about your ability to complete the walk, there are frequent rest stops and relief transportation. If you cannot walk a portion of the pilgrimage, consider participating in the related events: traditional hymn singing Christmas carols at Central Moravian Church, simple supper and guest speaker at the Christ United Church of Christ.  This year’s speaker is Rev. Kelly Denton-Borhaug, Ph.D. Associated Professor and Chair of Religious Studies at Moravian College. Her presentation will be De-Escalating the U.S. War Culture – A Primer for Peace Activists.  For more information, see www.peacewalk.org
Young Friends Christmas Retreat, December 27-30, at Burlington Meeting House, Burlington, NJ.  
For Young Friends, 9th grade (or age 14 by September 1) through college age.   Silence has been central to Friends' worship for more than 300 years and yet today many of us are not prepared to use or appreciate silence in our own lives.  During this retreat, we will spend 24 hours of our time together in silence, part in “solitude” and part doing things together without words.  We will be keeping journals of our personal journeys and a group journal of our experience together. There will be queries to focus our attention, exercises to stir our awareness and a silent walk along the river.  We will learn to play without words, and we will learn non-verbal ways to communicate. Your focus should be on using the silence, not trying to get around it.  Most of our time will not be in Silence.  There will also be a talent show and a dance (not silent - you could be discovered!). Look for a flyer on the PYM website by Thanksgiving - www.pym.org/programs/young-friends-high-school
Looking Ahead:

Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask Pendle Hill staff. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed. Please go to their website, or call them for more information.) 

Jan. 13 – 15
Live Your Life’s Purpose 

Jan. 15 – 19
Minding Our Lives: Looking Deeply at the Present Moment

Jan. 20 – 22
Creating a Yoga Practice for You

Feb. 3 – 10
Meeting the World with an Open Heart: Mindfulness Meditation
Feb. 10 – 12
100 Things to Do Before You Hit 100

Feb. 24 – 26
Whites Confronting Racism and Working for Racial Justice

Young Adult Friends (YAF) Winter Retreat on Sexuality & the Spirit, January 6-8, at Swarthmore Monthly Meeting in Swarthmore, Pa.  Join YAFs (age 18-35ish) from across the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting region and beyond for our annual winter retreat. Expect worship sharing, workshops, games, and fellowship as we explore the themes of relationships, spirituality, and sexuality.  YAFs are at different places on our journeys, and we come together for rejuvenation, relaxation, and to deepen our connection to one another & the Spirit.  Good food and fun are also assured.  All Young Adult Friends are invited - whether it's your first time at an event or a regular attender.  For more information, or to register, contact: Elizabeth Piersol Schmidt YoungAdultFriends@pym.org or 215-241-7075  Or check our website at www.pym.org/programs/young-adult-friends or Facebook page at www.facebook.com/groups/32059302690/

Silent Retreats for Friends 

Friends and attenders who are drawn to the mystery we call God may find a retreat helpful. Retreats are 

again offered at St. Raphaela Center in Haverford Pa. The retreats are an eight-day, Tuesday, January 31 through Wednesday, February 8; and a midweek retreat Wednesday, February 1 through Friday, February 3 

The Center is a large house with pleasant walking outdoors. The Sisters are most welcoming. All retreatants have private rooms and the run of the house, chapel, and spacious grounds for a prayer--filled time away. Renee Crauder from State College Meeting is the spiritual director for these retreats, which are co-sponsored by the Religious Education Concerns Group.

The cost for the eight-day retreat is $455; the midweek retreat is $180. These fees include room, board, the facilities of the Center, and Renee's availability. A non-refundable deposit of $50 is due at the time of registration. Each retreat is limited to five retreatants.

To register, call St. Raphaela Center at 610-642-5715; for more information, e-mail Margaret Scott at margaretaci@yahoo.co.uk Or, call Renee Crauder at 814-867-0644; or email her at rcrauder@comcast.net.
Occupy Philadelphia, Minute from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting  

At Interim Meeting on Saturday, November 12, the following minute was presented by Aaron Crosman, clerk of Peace and Concerns Standing Committee. This minute was approved by Interim Meeting.  Please share it your Monthly Meeting. 

“We are grateful for the conversation that has been opened up about wealth and inequality as a result of the Occupy movement.  We commend its nonviolent character, note with thanks the contributions of many Friends to the support of this effort, and encourage others in the Yearly Meeting to consider how they might be led to play a role.” 

For more information, see the PYM website at http://www.pym.org/news/message-about-occupy-philadelphia. 
The PYM Library is Open Again

The Yearly Meeting Library has re-opened! The funding for the Yearly Meeting Library was cut from the PYM budget.  With these cuts, the library was closed for several months while a new strategy was devised. That strategizing has led to a place where the library can be re-opened two days a week. For the immediate future, the library is now open from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. As the skills and number of volunteers increase, hours may be extended into the evenings. With the reopening of the Library, Friends may again check out books, DVD’s, Godly Play materials, magazines and pamphlets.  The library is not in a position to mail materials to patrons however, so Friends wishing to borrow must either to come into the building or arrange for someone else to pick the materials up for them.  The library can arrange for materials to be sent back to your meeting with your representative to Interim Meeting on the 2nd Saturday of most months.  To contact a librarian, you can come into the library on Tuesdays or Thursdays, 12-6 or you can call the library at: 215-241-7220.

Friends Counseling Service.  We are pleased to announce that Deborah Cooper, the Friends Counseling Service Coordinator is now located at the Friends Center offices one day a week, Wednesday, from approximately 9:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Deborah has been the coordinator for the Friends Counseling Service for almost twenty years. For most of that time she has worked off-site from her home office in Mt. Airy, Philadelphia.  Working at the Friends Center offices of PYM will give Deborah an opportunity to integrate the administrative functions of the counseling service with the clinical work she has been doing as coordinator.  It will also give her greater access to and support from PYM Staff.  Deborah is a member of Germantown Friends Meeting.  Her email address is friendscounseling@pym.org and her phone number is 215-241-7019.

Call for Friends School Educators to serve on the PYM Public Education Concerns Working Group.  Ever since William Penn founded the first schools in Philadelphia, there has been a strong link between Quakerism and a concern for educating all students.  As Penn wrote— “the prosperity and wealth of any people depend in great measure upon the good education of youth.”  How can public education—and Friends who teach in the public schools—be best supported today? That is the question PYM’s Public Education Concerns Working Group will work to address. To join this coalescing group (clerked by David Austin, a member of Haddonfield Meeting and a teacher in the New Jersey public school system) please contact Friends in Education Coordinator, Grace Cooke, at 215-241-7224 or gcooke@pym.org.

Would you like to consider being a guide at 4th Arch St Meeting House?
Please contact Marlena Santoyo at marlsan@cavtel.net or 215-247-4385. She is a member of Germantown Monthly Meeting.

There is no way to peace – Peace is the way 
Several years ago the Committee on Friends Education (CoFE) commissioned a supply of Peace banners that are 50 by 100 inches with a pole pocket at the top and two grommets on the side. The banner reads – “There is no way to Peace, Peace is the way” and is made of thick high-quality all-weather flag material.  Banners cost $300 and will benefit Kindergarten to grade 12 students who wish to access Quaker education. Contact Grace Cooke gcooke@pym.org or call 215-241-7224
Humor Corner: (Given the Occupy Wall St. movement, I thought this was timely) I dare you…
At a church meeting, a very wealthy man rose to tell the rest of those present about his Christian faith. 

“I'm a millionaire,” he said, “and I attribute it all to the rich blessings of God in my life. I remember that turning point in my faith. I had just earned my first dollar and I went to a church meeting that night. The speaker was a missionary who told about his work. I knew that I only had a dollar bill and I had to either give it all to God's work or give nothing at all. So at that moment, I decided to give my whole dollar to God. I believe that God blessed that decision, and that is why I am a rich man today.” 

When he finished and moved toward his seat, there was an awed silence. As he sat down, a little old lady sitting in the same pew leaned over and said to him, “I dare you to do it again.”

Quote Corner: I think it's extremely important that we learn to listen. Listening is a lost art. And when I say learn to listen I mean listen to our spouses, listen to our children, listen to our fellow believers in our communities of faith. But I also want us to learn to listen to God. I know from personal experience that God speaks through the Scriptures. He speaks through preaching. He speaks through friends. But He also speaks directly. We can know that, but we must make time and space and silence in our lives if we are to learn this in real ways and be the beneficiaries of His leading and His guidance directly. We are told in the 46th Psalm, "Be still and know that I am God." In another translation it says, "Stop fighting and know that I am God." Let's take time to listen to God.
Kara Cole Newell, 1982 From PYM Faith & Practice
The submission deadline for the January newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, December 16, for everything except the minutes from the meeting for business.
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