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First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am

First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am
            Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS

First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

February 2009         

 Hospitality for February

Sunday, 1st    9:30 am

                       Breakfast with a Friend— Flossie Tumasz/Peg Duffy

                       Rise of Meeting
           Coffee Hour—Cynthia Jones & Sharon Mullally

           12:00 pm 

           Care & Counsel Committee Meeting

Sunday, 8th   9:15 am

                        Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting (see below)
                       Rise of Meeting
            Coffee Hour—Alyson Scott & Ethel Trefsger
Sunday, 15th   9:15 am


Property Committee Meeting

Rise of Meeting

Monthly Meeting Lunch—David La Fontaine/Patrick Egan


 



This month’s committee report-Property Committee

Sunday, 22nd   9:15 am 


Friendly Bible Study


Rise of Meeting                      Coffee Hour—Linda Singleton & Martha St. George
                                                  Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting
              Second Sundays of the Month (  9:15 am, in the Social Room  (  September—June

In preparation for the next retreat, we will explore our thoughts, feelings, satisfactions and yearnings related to how we handle the business of our Meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
DEEPENING AND STRENGTHENING OUR MEETING

Each month while we are in the process of deepening and strengthening our Meeting community, we’ll have a brief report, reading or reflection in the newsletter.  Please give yourself and our Meeting the gift of an extra minute or two to read and reflect on these offerings.

 

Looking at the historical expressions of gospel order raises provocative questions for the community of faith, particularly in regard to the nature of corporate commitment and the role of structure in faithful living. If, indeed, a living relationship with Christ is the basis of gospel order, what does it mean today to be a committed people in covenantal relationship with Christ? What does it mean to practice the mutual accountability that keeps this relationship alive? Do our lives with each other in our meetings and homes reflect fidelity, love, and trust? Can we reclaim the socio-economic and political dimension of gospel order? Can we participate corporately in God's new order in a way that will allow our love to speak to a world dying from environmental destruction, violence, hatred, and entrenched systems of economic exploitation and injustice?

If the historical experience of Friends is applicable today, then corporate life needs pattern and structure to support faithful living. In turn, structures need care to prevent them from withering or becoming oppressive. Communities of commitment need to see what forms the patterns of faithfulness and the ministry of caring oversight will take today.

Sandra Cronk, 1991   # 247  From Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Faith & Practice
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
           Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held First Month 18, 2009

At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on First Month 18, 2009:

We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship.  The Clerk read Extract #247 on living gospel order from Faith and Practice of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.

1-09-1  The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends.

1-09-2  Russell Endo and David La Fontaine reported on behalf of the Budget Committee. Russell 

first noted that the committee has been considering its mission statement as requested by the Committee on Structures. He read the current statement. David then presented the 2009 budget.

Despite contributions from members falling short by $6,000, last years budget ended with a surplus of over $16,000 after bequests and surplus from prior years was added. A report on reserves will be provided next month. This year’s budget was harder to balance due to expected decreases in income. The committee aimed to provide sustainable levels of support. We may have to look at the budget lines for property costs and PYM covenant sometime during the year if additional funds are needed. The unrestricted budget was approved with a total of $201,900 in expenses. The budgets for the restricted funds were presented for information. The Treasurer was asked to provide an update on Friends Neighborhood Guild capital funding at a subsequent meeting. Appreciation was expressed for the work of the budget Committee and the presenters.

1-09-3  JoAnn Seaver presented the report of the School Committee. The committee meets most 

months. There is frequent communication between the committee, administration and school staff during regularly scheduled meetings, subcommittees and events. The committee’s subcommittees have been working hard, particularly finance and governance. Enrollment has been steadily increasing. We began the year with 245 students for 248 places. Diversity remains high and the retention rate is at 87%. The annual giving for the school was $146,000 last year. The new budget includes a 3% increase in teacher’s salaries and a 4% tuition increase – an average of $450 per student.

The committee recognizes the work of the faculty and staff. The TORCH program is working with students on self-governance and Quaker process. The staff and committee are working hard on completing all aspects of the current strategic plan. Eight new faculty members joined the staff this year, many as teaching assistants. A guidance counselor has been added. The counseling program is off to a great start. Two classrooms now have Smartboards.

The official opening of the new 61 West building, now to be known as the Hargroves House, will take place on the afternoon of First Month 27, before the next committee meeting. The purchase of the bank property has also been completed. The Futures Planning Committee is being developed to consider the use of this property. Last summer a large amount of work was done on the Lower School building. Much of what was previously deferred maintenance has been completed.

Friends expressed appreciation for the detailed report. They asked that the full report be posted on the website when possible as well as attached to the minutes.

1-09-4 Russell Endo gave an update on progress of the incorporation.

1-09-5  Elizabeth Cunningham presented the Recorder’s report. We started the year with 108

members, including ten minors and an associate member. There were two deaths, two releases, two transfers out and one application. With those changes, the Meeting now has 103 members including ten minors and an associate member. We paused to remember the two members who died this year, Jeanne T. Jones and Frances Darlington Stewart.

1-09-6  TylaAnn Burger reported that the PYM priorities document is almost drafted and will be

 considered by Monthly Meetings during Second and Third month. The Clerk also reported on correspondence from the PYM working group on racial justice, Hockessin Monthly Meeting and the Clerk of PYM. 

The Minutes were approved as read. We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Second Month 15.


Sharon Mullally, Clerk


TylaAnn Burger, Recording Clerk

Members Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, TylaAnn Burger, Doris Clinckscale, Eric Corson, Elizabeth Cunningham, Robert Dockhorn, Neil Fordham, David LaFontaine, Russell Endo, Thomas Hardy, Sharon Mullally, Alyson Scott, JoAnn Seaver, Ethel Trefsger, Allan Walters, Margaret Walters. 

Meeting Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 

                                                   About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Life decisions information from Care & Counsel

Care & Counsel Committee has copies of a Pastoral Care Newsletter published by PYM dealing with End of Life Planning: How Friends Can Help Those Making Intense Decisions.  Areas covered are making decisions on financial matters, advance health care directives, long-term care financial issues, hospice, and cremation or traditional burial.  If any Meeting members wish further details please contact Richard F. Betts, Clerk, Care and Counsel Committee. rvsphil@email.msn.com or 267-350-2543
Library Website-From the Bookshelf

 Friends- the book collection of Green Street Meeting has now been fully catalogued.  For those of you with internet access, you can review the entire collection at the following website

http://www.LibraryThing      Library Name: GreenStreetMeeting  Password: Fox

 

We have 345 books catalogued at this time. If you have a book from the collection at your home, please return and indicate that it has not been placed in the catalogue as of yet. New books have been ordered and received. They will be placed on the shelves for borrowing once I have established 'categories' for our collection (about 1/2 done).

 

I am also requesting that Friends send me an email (thardy9539@aol.com) or leave a note in my folder in the Social Room with recommendations for books to add to the collection.  Please, if a book has touched your mind or soul in some special way, share that gift with others; I will be happy to get as many new volumes as the budget will allow.

 

As always, suggestions are most appreciated.   Tom (Thomas Hardy, Meeting Librarian)
Meeting Website-See photos of the Peace Conference held here on Saturday, January 17.

Friends, Geniver Montalvo and the Outreach Committee have been working hard at getting the Meeting's website up and running. It is still very much a work in progress, but go check it out at www.greenstreetfriendsmeeting.org. There are already links on the Meeting's website to the library's website.   http://www.librarything.com/profile/GreenStreetMeeting
                http://www.librarything.com/catalog/GreenStreetMeeting
The first link is to the "home page" of our library. The second link goes directly to the catalog. Try them, they work. Also, committees should feel free to suggest or produce content that they would like to see on the website. The site could be used to post photos, documents, information on upcoming events etc. Please let Geniver (geniverm@yahoo.com) or David (r.david.lafontaine@gmail.com) know if you have suggestions or see problems on the site. Positive feedback is also welcome.

Quaker meditation group

JoAnn Seaver hosts a Quaker guided meditation group every first and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm at her house. It's called Experiment with Light. Occasionally the scheduling changes relative to participants' availability or JoAnn's schedule (she goes away a lot!) Please contact JoAnn or Jean Gajary prior to each Wednesday just to be sure the schedule hasn't been altered. JoAnn Seaver, 215-438-6106 or joann.seaver@verizon.net  Jean Gajary, 215-292-4426 or jgajary@hotmail.com
The Property Committee and Meeting would like the Meeting facilities to be available for use.

At the monthly meeting for business in October, the Property Committee and Meeting affirmed that they would like to be open to groups using the meetinghouse, which are not affiliated with the Meeting or the School. However, to do so, the Meeting needs Friends who are willing to open up, can answer questions about such things as the coffee machines, and then make sure everything is locked up properly. The Property Committee does not have the people power to do it all the time. Friends are needed who live close to the meeting who would be willing to help to provide such service. If you are able and willing to do this, please notify the meeting office. 

                                    [[[[[[[[[[[[
                          The Second Query on Meeting for Business

Is our meeting for business held in the spirit of a meeting for worship in which we seek divine guidance?

Are we careful to keep in the spirit of worship each of the concerns that emerge, whether of nurture, of Spirit, of social concerns, of property, or of finance?

Are Meeting decisions directed by prayerful consideration of all aspects of an issue and are difficult problems considered carefully with patient search for truth, unhurried by the pressures of time?

How do we respond if we notice the meeting has lost an understanding of the presence of God?

Do we recognize that we speak through our inaction as well as our action?

Do I regularly attend meeting for business and in a spirit of love and unity? If unable to attend, how do I attend to my responsibility?
Do I consider prayerfully the many concerns that are lifted up on any issue, acknowledging that the search for truth in unity involves what God requires, being open to personal transformation as the community arrives at the sense of the meeting?

                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)
Pendle Hill's Winter Lecture Series: Practical Choices that Support Faithful Living
Friends are invited to attend Pendle Hill's winter Tuesday Evening Lecture Series, "Finding the Way: Practical Choices that Support Faithful Living." The free lectures are scheduled for January 13 through
March 3, from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. in the Barn at Pendle Hill, 338 Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, Pa. Presenters include; February 3-Mary Wade, February 10-Jens Braun, February 17-Cathy Draine, February 24-Elaine Emily and March 3-Barbarajene Williams. Their presentations concern fundamental issues many Friends face: * How can we be spiritually faithful when so much of our attention is necessarily focused on practical concerns like eating, cleaning, health, and worrying about finances? * When we have so much to worry about, how can we pay attention to what God is calling us to do? * How can we be of service to the world? Hear about challenges the speakers have faced, choices they have made, and lessons they have learned as they have sought to walk faithfully along the path of a living ministry. Detailed information is available at www.pendlehill.org. For more information or to request a flier, contact Walter Hjelt Sullivan, ext.160 at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, wsullivan@pendlehill.org
Workshops at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed here. Please see the postings on the bulletin board for detailed explanations or contact Pendle Hill.)
Jan. 30-Feb. 1 On Being Gathered: Meeting growth-an extension of gathered worship-Deborah Haines
Feb. 6-8        Clerking with Deborah Fisch and Bill Deutsch
Feb. 6-8        The Sacred Compass: Leading a life of spiritual transformation, with J. Brent Bill

Feb. 22-26    Listening For God, Finding the Path, with Mary Lord 

Mar.13-15    Introducing Quaker Quest with Elaine Crauderueff and Rubye Braye  ( A “dynamic”

                     meeting based outreach program.)

Mar. 20-22   Coming Back Home. A mini-reunion at Pendle Hill.

Mar. 22-27   Created by God Moment by Moment with Elizabeth Ellis.

Mar. 27-29   Are We Still a Dangerous People? with Marge Abbott and Peggy Senger Parsons
Explore the spiritual qualities that once caused Quakers to be thrown in prison and legislated against as a danger to the realm; transformation, deep self-knowledge, a fearless faith, and a life lived out of a place of love and grace. Are they alive and relevant features of your faith? 
Winter Gathering for Extended Worship Saturday, February 7.
On Saturday, February 7, Friends will gather at Media Meeting (Pa) for a whole morning of worship, followed by fellowship over bag lunches and worship sharing. The extended period of worship is a refreshing opportunity to settle deeply and open up to the work of the Spirit within and among us. It's also a blessed time to connect with other Friends seeking to be faithful. All are welcome.

Bring a bag lunch. Donations are welcome. Child care will be provided. 9:30 am to 4 pm at Media Monthly Meeting, 125 W. 3rd Street, Media, PA 19063 For more information, please contact: Marcelle Martin, 610-627-0390, (FriendMarcelle@aol.com)

A Silent Retreat For Friends

Friends and attenders who are drawn to the mystery we call God may find a retreat helpful. A midweek retreat Tuesday, February 10, to Thursday, February 12 will be offered at St. Raphaela Center in Haverford, Pa. All participants have private rooms, and the use of various rooms and the chapel at the retreat center. Renee Crauder from State College Meeting is the spiritual director for this retreat. The cost is $175. To register, call St. Raphaela Center at 610-642-5715; for more information, call Renee Crauder at 814-867-0644 or email rcrauder@comcast.net. (Or ask the meeting secretary.)

Gathering for Quaker Educators in Public Schools on February 28. (updated)

The PYM Education Office is sponsoring a gathering for Quaker public educators on "Teaching Across Difference." It will be Saturday, February 28, from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia. Participants will be given opportunities to creatively explore questions such as: How is the effectiveness of our teaching affected by the ways that we (mis)understand cultural, class, religious, gender, and other differences in our pluralistic classrooms? How can we bridge these dimensions? What can we learn from one another's practices? Hear helpful ideas, be led in small and large group activities, and have time to explore ideas alone and together. Act 48 credits are available. For updates, and to register, contact Elke Muller at Elkem@pym.org or 215-241-7223.

Leadership Seminar on Friends Schools Saturday, March 7, from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
If you are someone who cares deeply about, and works hard to nurture, the relationship between Friends schools and the Religious Society of Friends, please consider attending a leadership seminar called "One Spirit-Led Community." This seminar is an opportunity to reflect together on the joys and challenges of the relationship of Friends schools with the Religious Society of Friends, and to develop ideas for strengthening these relationships. It will be held at Arch Street Meetinghouse (at 4th and Arch in Philadelphia). Free parking is available.

RSVP: Please contact Elke Muller to register for the seminar. Elkem@pym.org, 215-241-7223. 

Notes: There is a $10 per-person charge to cover lunch and morning refreshments. Please bring your copy of "The Care Relationship: Friends Schools and the Religious Society of Friends." Additional copies can be ordered from the Friends Council on Education's website: www.friendscouncil.org
Young Adult Leadership Development Program

Friends age 18-24 are encouraged to apply for Pendle Hill's seven-week Young Adult Leadership Development Program (YALD), designed for young people serious about serving as leaders in their communities and among Friends, developing the tools for social transformation, and living a life grounded in God's Spirit. This summer's program will take place June 14 to August 1. The YALD program includes: community-based service, both inside and outside Pendle Hill, spiritual formation and religious education, diverse community experience practicing sustainable living. Applications are due March 20. For more information and application materials, visit YALD at www.pendlehill.org or contact Emma Churchman at echurchman@pendlehill.org or 1-800-742-3150, ext. 134. 

Preview of March Sessions of PYM

Our Yearly Meeting will gather March 27-29, at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia for worship, fellowship, and business. As we explore how to live up to the Light together, we will also engage the following business items:* The Future Life and Leadership of our Yearly Meeting: Continued discernment and decision on the Interim Meeting Governance report

* Heeding God's Call to Action: Report from the 2009 Gathering on Peace and consideration of follow-up actions. We will also be blessed to hear from the following speakers: Amanda Kemp is the founder of Theatre for Transformation, whose mission is to heal the planet through remembering slavery, forgiving, and creating new possibilities. All generations of our Yearly Meeting will come together Friday evening for Amanda's opening. Mary Ellen McNish is the General Secretary of the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC). She will address PYM on Saturday evening, March 28.We will also hear from singer-songwriter Madi Diaz of Central Philadelphia Meeting. She has a stunning voice and a gift for poignant melodies and innovative arrangements. She will perform Saturday evening.

Further details including schedule, registration, meals, lodging, and youth programs will be available online at http://www.pym.org/annualsessions or contact Sessions Coordinator Michael Gagné at (215) 241-7238 or michaelg@pym.org. A limited number of rooms for lodging are on reserve at the Historic District Holiday Inn. Call 215-923-8660 (reservation code: PY8)
Come to worship with Friends because our light is greater when we share it and because the Yearly Meeting is YOU!

Opportunity for adults to work with Middle School Friends.

Share your gifts, talents and skills as a Friendly Presence for the Middle School Friends program of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting! Get to know the fresh and enthusiastic future of Quakerism, and have the precious chance to be that invaluable influence that they will remember in years to come. This volunteer position requires spending the weekend with the MSF community (up to 35 kids and 7 adults), shepherding small group times, being an authority and having fun. Training and quality supervision provided. Professional experience not required.

Contact: Elizabeth Walmsley, Program Coordinator, 215-241-7171 or elizabethw@pym.org
Quaker Artists to Display at Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's Sessions

The Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts will display artwork in the Arch Street Meeting House during PYM Sessions on March 27-29. FQA members who wish to display their artwork should contact Elke Muller at maureenelke@verizon.net or 215-271-6476. Membership is $25/year and includes a subscription to Types and Shadows Journal.

On Being a Spiritual Nurturer, 2009-2011 Program

It is not too early to begin considering whether it is your time to apply for the next class of the School of the Spirit Ministry's two-year program "On Being a Spiritual Nurturer." To help with your discernment,

Two, one-day "Testing the Waters" retreats are being offered: February 7 at First Friends Meeting in Greensboro, NC, and March 28 at Alexandria Meeting in VA. The deadline for applications to the program is May 25, 2009. More information about the program can be found at

www.schoolofthespirit.org There, you can subscribe to the ministry's newsletter. To register for a "Testing the Waters" retreat, email info@schoolofthespirit.org. The School of the Spirit Ministry is under the care of the Worship and Care Standing Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.

PYM Grants Newsletter

We are working on the next issue of “Making a Difference!,” PYM's biannual grants newsletter. I would like to share some distribution changes and request your help and feedback.

Distribution Changes: While in the past we have mailed hard copies to Monthly Meeting Clerks, asking you to distribute them to your Meetings, we are now setting up a cost- and paper-saving listserv for those who wish to receive the electronic version of the grants newsletter. We hope to continue to print the newsletter in reduced quantity, so that it will reach all interested members and not go to waste.

 Please help us by: telling the members of your Monthly Meeting about the Making a Difference! listserv. Let them know that past issues are available online at www.pym.org on the Friends Funding Directory page. If members want to receive the newsletter on line, please contact me directly at sharonc@pym.org. Sharon Cantor

 
Interested in a Workcamp Program?

Friends Neighborhood Guild recently hired Laura Owens Smoot to coordinate the Weekend Workcamps Program, and 2009 is getting off to a strong start. The Middle School Friends kicked off the year with a workcamp on the first weekend of 2009. Six other weekend events with Young Friends, Young Adult Friends, Monthly Meetings, and Friends Schools are currently in the works. 

The Workcamp Program has a decades-long history of inviting Quakers and non-Quakers to spiritually-based service in low-income communities of Philadelphia. If you would like to learn more about or participate in a workcamp, or if your Monthly Meeting, school or other group is interested in planning a workcamp, please contact Laura Owens Smoot at guild.workcamps@gmail.com
PYM Young Friends Want Used Furniture

Several gently used "This End Up" or "Crate Furniture Direct"-style sofas, love seats and chairs are needed for the recreation room used by Young Friends at PYM's Burlington Conference Center. As long as the wooden parts are good we are interested, even if the cushions are not in the best condition (they're replaceable).  Contact Cookie Caldwell, Young Friends Program Coordinator, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, at 215-241-7222 or cookiec@pym.org  

Website Offers International Quaker Community

Quaker Faith and Fellowship is a new website presence at http://www.quakerfaithandfellowship.org   

This Friendly cyberspace community offers online Meeting for Worship with a "Coffee & Tea room" for after-meeting discussions and a Forum for informal discussions. Organizers are praying that others from around the world will come to their site and take on responsibilities for the scheduling of online

Meetings for Worship in the hope that all those who are isolated for one reason or another will have the opportunity through the Internet to unite with others for spiritual nourishment.

Job Openings at Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

Friends Counseling Service Seeks Mental Health Providers

Friends Counseling Service is searching for Mental Health Providers servicing Bucks County and Psychiatrists servicing all PYM areas (DE, MD, NJ, PA).

Successful applicants:

1. must be active members of a Quaker Meeting.

2. must be willing and able to receive referrals and provide support/consultation to Friends as the need arises.

3. will work closely with the Friends Counseling Service in a collegial relationship.

4. must be licensed therapists in private practice. 

5. must have malpractice insurance.

6. will be paid via a 1099 as independent consultants.

Please contact Deborah Cooper, Friends Counseling Service Coordinator, for more information or to apply. Dhcooper_125@yahoo.com or 215-248-0489

Burlington Meeting House and Conference Center Administrative Assistant

This part-time position (approximately 50% FTE) works with the Director of Burlington Meeting House and Conference Center to support marketing, customer service, accounting, and administrative activities.

Please visit our web site (www.pym.org ) to view the full job descriptions and the application process or contact Ginny Connolly, Human Resources Coordinator, humanresources@pym.org or 215-241-7225
Humor Corner: (Unedited comments from children about the Bible). 

The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple.

Afterward, Moses went up to Mount Cyanide to find the ten amendments.

Moses died before he ever reached Canada.

From the Meeting Secretary: “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The submission deadline for the March newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, February 16.
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