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First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am

First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am
            Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS

First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

January 2009         

     Hospitality for January

Sunday, 4th    9:30 am

           Breakfast with a Friend—Jennifer Cromly/Catherine White 

                       Rise of Meeting
           Coffee Hour—Andy Jickling and Janet Norton


           12:00 pm 

           Care & Counsel Committee Meeting

Sunday, 11th   9:15 am

            Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting (see below)
                       Rise of Meeting
            Coffee Hour—Jean Prestas
Sunday, 18th   9:15 am


Property Committee Meeting

Rise of Meeting

Monthly Meeting Lunch—Peggy/Allan Walters


 



This month’s committee report-Budget Committee 






 and the School Committee

Sunday, 25th   9:15 am 


Friendly Bible Study


Rise of Meeting                      Coffee Hour—Margie Felton
                                                  Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting
              Second Sundays of the Month (  9:15 am, in the Social Room  (  September—June

COVENANT COMMUNITY: Our meeting's deepening and strengthening process continues. We will gather in the social room on January 11, for reflection/discussion on our ongoing creation of community.  The specific questions we'll address are still becoming clear, but one possibility is, "What's next? - We've got the idea (or maybe not!), but specifically, what do we need to do?" Please see the readings in the next section.
Friends, the office will be closed on January 1. It will be open on January 2 and 5. It will then be closed from Tuesday, January 6 through Tuesday January 13. It will re- open on Wednesday, January 14.

(Reminder, the office will also be closed the last week and a half of December. It will be open on December 31.)          
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
DEEPENING AND STRENGTHENING OUR MEETING

Each month while we are in the process of deepening and strengthening our Meeting community, we’ll have a brief report, reading or reflection in the newsletter.  Please give yourself and our Meeting the gift of an extra minute or two to read and reflect on these offerings.

 

George Fox did not see a great crowd of individuals to be reached and taught individually. Fox knew that Jesus Christ had not come to teach him in isolation. His call was always to a people. He understood that Christ had come to teach his people – a great people yet to be gathered but whose gathering was beginning. It seems obvious in some ways: Christ was always talking about how we should relate to one another, and said that the way we treat one another is the true measure of how we feel about and treat God. There is something about the human condition, though, that keeps persuading us that we can be right with God by thinking primarily about ourselves. This is particularly seductive today, when the dominant culture all around us seeks to convince you and me that we are in fact at the center of our story – rampant individualism. Quakerism has always understood this to be untrue, and its emphasis on community is a great theme of the Quaker faith tradition. (p. 30).

Excerpts from “Wrestling with our Faith Tradition: Collected Public Witness, 1995-2004” by Lloyd Lee Wilson. Philadelphia: Quaker Press, 2005.

Unlike some Christian traditions where spiritual guidance is largely an individual process involving the faithful person and the guide, in Quakerism the process is more communal. The elders were the overseers of this communal process of spiritual formation. They were concerned to nurture the life of the whole meeting as well as the individuals within it. In turn, the meeting-community was, in many ways, the nurturer of its members. The structures of formation were largely communal. The meetings for worship, meetings for business, opportunities (or occasions for worship and spiritual conversation, usually with a traveling minister), and the select meetings of ministers and elders were all communal avenues through which Friends learned to listen and to respond to God. As the Friends movement matured, a whole culture of listening developed. Elders were responsible for keeping these avenues of listening spiritually alive. (p. 34).

Reclaiming the fullness of early Friends’ understanding of gospel order enables us to hear God’s call to deeper faithfulness today. Our response cannot be simplistic. On the one hand, we are not asked to reproduce the exact patterns of another era. We need to begin where early Friends began, i.e., living in the life and power of a renewed relationship with God. To see the ways in which the lives of early Friends were centered on listening to God causes us to ask what it means today to be a people who listen to God. Of course, we still have many traditional forms of “listening”: meetings for worship and meetings for business. In our busy world, however, we are often so involved in keeping up with the demands of home, work, meeting and society that there is little time for real listening to happen. Without this deep listening to the Inward Teacher, any “order” runs the risk of becoming form without power. (p. 43).

Excerpts from “Gospel Order: A Quaker Understanding of Faithful Church Community,” by Sandra L. Cronk. Pendle Hill Pamphlet #297.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
         Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Twelfth Month 14, 2008
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Twelfth Month 14, 2008:

We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship.  The Clerk read the 12th Query on Integrity and Simplicity from Faith and Practice of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.

12-08-1  The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends.

12-08-2   Russell Endo reported on two matters for the Trustees. In regards to the purchase of the property to the east of the meetinghouse, he reported that due diligence continues. The issue of asbestos tiles has come up and will be factored into the lease negotiations. 

In the process of exploring the purchase the Trustees have noted the presence of asbestos tiles in our dining room. The Property Committee was asked to look at previous consultations and current issues on this matter and report back to us on this matter as soon as they are reasonably able. They were asked to work with Terry Buda, the school’s Business Manager, to see what their explorations have uncovered

Friends questioned whether this is a good time to purchase additional property, given the current economic situation. Russell reported that the financial condition of the school is very sound. The reputation, enrollment and support of committee members and donors is very strong. Concerns were also raised about the current tenant of the property and other issues. It appears likely that the Trustees will purchase the property before the end of Twelfth Month. Friends asked to be informed if the purchase happens.

12-08-03  The second matter from the Trustees is the possible incorporation of the Meeting and School. Russell has sent out second drafts of the bylaws, articles of incorporation, and the proposed names of incorporators for both. Friends raised questions and concerns. Friends were concerned about appropriate method and time to give notice for meetings, the concentration of responsibilities in the Clerk and other issues about safeguarding the Meeting and the School. Friends agreed to require seven days notice for meetings and require the Clerk to consult with other officers or committee clerks to call a meeting.

The next step is to have the lawyer (Baird Brown) take a look at the redrafted documents and have a formal draft brought back to the Meeting. Friends expressed appreciation for Russell’s work in this area.

12-08-4  Margaret Walters reported for the Nominating Committee. The committee is nominating David La Fontaine to be Assistant Clerk for a period yet to be determined – probably two years. This nomination is with the intent that David will be nominated as Clerk at the end of that time. The Nominating Committee will be looking for someone to succeed David as Treasurer as part of this process. Friends approved the appointment of David La Fontaine as Assistant Clerk, effective immediately. 

12-08-5  Eric Corson reported for the Committee on Contributions to Others. The committee is recommending one additional contribution for this year, a contribution of $250 to Friends Hospice. Friends approved the recommendation.

12-08-6  Robert Dockhorn reported on this morning’s discussion of the Governance Report from PYM. The group was reminded that we previously had minuted our support for the report and then discussed the report in detail. We remain uncertain that this report will address all of the issues. The Clerk was asked to resend our previous minute of support.

12-08-7  The Clerk noted the following announcements and correspondence. $291 was raised for the Heifer Project at the Christmas play this morning. Friends asked the Clerk to write a letter of appreciation to Alyson Scott for her work in putting on the production. We received correspondence from Stapeley in Germantown, which is looking for new board members with appropriate experience. Preparations for the Gathering on Peace on First Month 17 continue. David La Fontaine reminded Friends of the new website and its ability to publicize events and activities. Friends expressed appreciation for the work of Geniver and David in creating the new website. The Clerk announced that the new school building at 61 W. School House Lane is now open and in use by the school administration. Open house events are occurring so that Friends may take a look.

The Minutes were approved as read. We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on First Month 18.


Sharon Mullally, Clerk


TylaAnn Burger, Recording Clerk

Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, TylaAnn Burger, Doris Clinckscale, Eric Corson, Elizabeth Cunningham, Robert Dockhorn, Russell Endo, Thomas Hardy, Elizabeth Marsh, Sharon Mullaly, Alyson Scott, Joanne Seaver, Ethel Trefsger, Margaret Walters, Allan Walters. 

Meeting Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary

Attenders: Geniver Montalvo, Martha St. John

                                                   About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Address Change: Mary Joy Benson, Pelletier Hall, 930 Highland Ave., Fort Thomas, KY 41075
Life decisions information from Care & Counsel

Care & Counsel Committee has copies of a Pastoral Care Newsletter published by PYM dealing with End of Life Planning: How Friends Can Help Those Making Intense Decisions.  Areas covered are making decisions on financial matters, advance health care directives, long-term care financial issues, hospice, and cremation or traditional burial.  If any Meeting members wish further details please contact Richard F. Betts, Clerk, Care and Counsel Committee. rvsphil@email.msn.com or 267-350-2543
Library Website-From the Bookshelf

 Friends- the book collection of Green Street Meeting has now been fully catalogued.  For those of you with internet access, you can review the entire collection at the following website

http://www.LibraryThing      Library Name: GreenStreetMeeting  Password: Fox

 

We have 345 books catalogued at this time. If you have a book from the collection at your home, please return and indicate that it has not been placed in the catalogue as of yet. New books have been ordered and received. They will be placed on the shelves for removal once I have established 'categories' for our collection (about 1/2 done).

 

I am also requesting that Friends send me an email (thardy9539@aol.com) or leave a note in my folder in the Social Room with recommendations for books to add to the collection.  Please, if a book has touched your mind or soul in some special way, share that gift with others; I will be happy to get as many new volumes as the budget will allow.

 

As always, suggestions are most appreciated.   Tom (Thomas Hardy, Meeting Librarian)
Meeting Website

Friends, Geniver Montalvo and the Outreach Committee have been working hard at getting the Meeting's website up and running. It is still very much a work in progress, but go check it out at www.greenstreetfriendsmeeting.org. There are already links on the Meeting's website to the library's website.   http://www.librarything.com/profile/GreenStreetMeeting
                http://www.librarything.com/catalog/GreenStreetMeeting
The first link is to the "home page" of our library. The second link goes directly to the catalog. Try them, they work. Also, committees should feel free to suggest or produce content that they would like to see on the website. The site could be used to post photos, documents, information on upcoming events etc. Please let Geniver (geniverm@yahoo.com) or David (r.david.lafontaine@gmail.com) know if you have suggestions or see problems on the site. Positive feedback is also welcome.

Quaker meditation group

JoAnn Seaver hosts a Quaker guided meditation group every first and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm at her house. It's called Experiment with Light. Occasionally the scheduling changes relative to participants' availability or JoAnn's schedule (she goes away a lot!) Please contact JoAnn or Jean Gajary prior to each Wednesday just to be sure the schedule hasn't been altered. JoAnn Seaver, 215-438-6106 or joann.seaver@verizon.net  Jean Gajary, 215-292-4426 or jgajary@hotmail.com
Educational Assistance (If you haven’t done this yet, do it now!)

All members who seek financial aid to send their child to a Friends school, college, or school for special education should write to the Educational Assistance Committee (Margaret Walters, Clerk) no later than Jan. 25, 2009.  College students are expected to submit their applications themselves.  Also, if you plan to apply to the Yearly Meeting for the tuition aid now available to all Friends families, please submit the form given you by the school to us.  If you have questions, call Peggy Walters at 215-247-7276 or Shirley Bansen at 215-283-7291.

The Property Committee and Meeting would like the Meeting facilities to be available for use.

At the monthly meeting for business in October, the Property Committee and Meeting affirmed that they would like to be open to groups using the meetinghouse, which are not affiliated with the Meeting or the School. However, to do so, the Meeting needs Friends who are willing to open up, can answer questions about such things as the coffee machines, and then make sure everything is locked up properly. The Property Committee does not have the people power to do it all the time. Friends are needed who live close to the meeting who would be willing to help to provide such service. If you are able and willing to do this, please notify the meeting office. 

Blog address for information on Iraq. 

Friends, this comes from the Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting newsletter. Raed Jarrar is an Iraqi living Washington D.C.  and was a speaker at that Meeting at their November adult forum. He’s an architect but he is also working for AFSC as a consultant on Middle East and Iraq issues. His blog on matters pertaining to Iraq is http://raedinthemiddle.blogspot.com
                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[
                             The First Query on Meeting for Worship

Are our meetings for worship held in stilled, expectant waiting upon God?

As we worship is there a living silence in which we are drawn together by the power of God in our midst?

Is the spirit of our worship together one that nurtures all worshipers?

How does our Meeting respond when the vocal ministry seems inappropriate, or when the meeting for worship is consistently not gathered?

Do I faithfully attend meeting with heart and mind prepared for worship, clear of any predetermination to speak or not to speak, and expecting that worship will be a source of strength and guidance?
Does worship deepen my relationship with God, increase my faithfulness, and refresh and renew my daily life, both inwardly and in my relationship with others?
Have I experienced in worship that direct leading to listen or to speak, and have I been faithful to my own experience?

                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)
Pendle Hill's Winter Lecture Series: Practical Choices that Support Faithful Living
Friends are invited to attend Pendle Hill's winter Tuesday Evening Lecture Series, "Finding the Way: Practical Choices that Support Faithful Living." The free lectures are scheduled for January 13 through
March 3, from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. in the Barn at Pendle Hill, 338 Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, Pa. Presenters include; January 13-Erin McDougall, January20-Jorge Arauz, January 27-Elizabeth Gordon, February 3-Mary Wade, February 10-Jens Braun, February 17-Cathy Draine, February 24-Elaine Emily and March 3-Barbarajene Williams. Their presentations concern fundamental issues many Friends face: * How can we be spiritually faithful when so much of our attention is necessarily focused on practical concerns like eating, cleaning, health, and worrying about finances? * When we have so much to worry about, how can we pay attention to what God is calling us to do? * How can we be of service to the world? Hear about challenges the speakers have faced, choices they have made, and lessons they have learned as they have sought to walk faithfully along the path of a living ministry. Detailed information is available at www.pendlehill.org. For more information or to request a flier, contact Walter Hjelt Sullivan, ext.160 at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, wsullivan@pendlehill.org
Workshops at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed here. Please see the postings on the bulletin board for detailed explanations or contact Pendle Hill.)
Jan. 9-11       Radical Spirituality-Radical Simplicity with Jim Merkel
Jan. 16-18    Recording: Spiritual Discipline and Communal Gift with Mario Cavallini and Sondra Ball
Jan. 25-29    Prayer: No Strings Attached with Chris Ravndal

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 On Being Gathered: Meeting growth-an extension of gathered worship-Deborah Haines
Feb. 6-8        Clerking with Deborah Fisch and Bill Deutsch
Feb. 6-8        The Sacred Compass: Leading a life of spiritual transformation, with J. Brent Bill

Feb. 22-26    Listening For God, Finding the Path, with Mary Lord 

Mar.13-15    Introducing Quaker Quest with Elaine Crauderueff and Rubye Braye  ( A “dynamic”

                    meeting based outreach program.)

A Silent Retreat For Friends

Friends and attenders who are drawn to the mystery we call God may find a retreat helpful. A midweek retreat Tuesday, February 10, to Thursday, February 12 will be offered at St. Raphaela Center in Haverford, Pa. All participants have private rooms, and the use of various rooms and the chapel at the retreat center. Renee Crauder from State College Meeting is the spiritual director for this retreat. The cost is $175. To register, call St. Raphaela Center at 610-642-5715; for more information, call Renee Crauder at 814-867-0644 or email rcrauder@comcast.net. (Or ask the meeting secretary.)

26th Annual NIM Martin Luther King Interfaith Celebration, January 18.

The 26th annual NIM (Neighborhood Interfaith Movement) Martin Luther King Interfaith Celebration will take place just two days before the inauguration of Barack Obama, surely a milestone event in this nation’s history. The theme will be Race in the 21st Century: What’s Next? The main presentation is by Rev. Dr. Albert Mosley, of Janes Memorial United Methodist Church, who is also a lecturer at Drexel on identity and diversity. Several local clergy will offer responses to his talk. Following the formal program, those interested will have a chance to discuss the issues raised as part of NIM’s planning to keep the conversation going. Several local choirs and musicians will perform as well. The program will be at New Covenant Church, 7500 Germantown Avenue, in the main sanctuary, on Sunday, January 18, starting promptly at 3:15 pm. For more information call the NIM office, 215-843-5600.

January 24 Earthcare Gathering

Everyone is invited to attend a PYM Earthcare Gathering from 3:45 to 8 pm Saturday, January 24, at Mount Holly Meeting (NJ). 3:45 - Coffee, tea, cookies, fruit, and informal conversation. 4 pm-Worship, followed by worship sharing on hopes and opportunities. 5:30 - Let's get organized!

6 pm - Soup and sandwiches: bring sandwiches, fruit or desserts to share. 7 pm - Rediscovering John Woolman's Message for the 21st Century with Ruah Swennerfelt and Louis Cox of Quaker Earthcare Witness. Questions: NJ 609-261-8190, PA 215-247-0798 DE, MD 1-800-220-0796

Winter Gathering for Extended Worship Saturday, February 7.
On Saturday, February 7, Friends will gather at Media Meeting (Pa) for a whole morning of worship, followed by fellowship over bag lunches and worship sharing. The extended period of worship is a refreshing opportunity to settle deeply and open up to the work of the Spirit within and among us. It's also a blessed time to connect with other Friends seeking to be faithful. All are welcome.

Bring a bag lunch. Donations are welcome. Child care will be provided. 9:30 am to 4 pm at Media Monthly Meeting, 125 W. 3rd Street, Media, PA 19063 For more information, please contact: Marcelle Martin, 610-627-0390, (FriendMarcelle@aol.com)

Gathering for Quaker Educators in Public Schools

Are you a Friend who works in a public school?  You are cordially invited to a gathering called "Teaching Across Difference." This free seminar for Quaker public school educators will be Saturday, February 28. PA Act 48 credits are available. Other seminars for Quaker public educators can be scheduled with your interests in mind. Please contact PYM's Education staff if you (or someone you know) should be on our invitation list. Our intention is to build community, support one another, and learn together. Contact Elke Muller at 215-241-7223 or ElkeM@pym.org for more information. (Please  let her know asap if you’re interested.)

Quaker Artists to Display at Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's Sessions

The Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts will display artwork in the Arch Street Meeting House during PYM Sessions on March 27-29. FQA members who wish to display their artwork should contact Elke Muller at maureenelke@verizon.net or 215-271-6476. Membership is $25/year and includes a subscription to Types and Shadows Journal.

On Being a Spiritual Nurturer, 2009-2011 Program

It is not too early to begin considering whether it is your time to apply for the next class of the School of the Spirit Ministry's two-year program "On Being a Spiritual Nurturer." To help with your discernment,

Two, one-day "Testing the Waters" retreats are being offered: February 7 at First Friends Meeting in Greensboro, NC, and March 28 at Alexandria Meeting in VA. The deadline for applications to the program is May 25, 2009. More information about the program can be found at

www.schoolofthespirit.org There, you can subscribe to the ministry's newsletter. To register for a "Testing the Waters" retreat, email info@schoolofthespirit.org. The School of the Spirit Ministry is under the care of the Worship and Care Standing Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.

From the Greater PA region of PYM's Climate Action Network:

Most people don't realize that the standard incandescent light bulbs they've been using for years are only 10% efficient; meaning only 10% of the electricity they use is transferred into light and the rest into

Heat. If every home in America replaced just one incandescent light bulb with an Energy Star qualified Compact Fluorescent Light bulb (CFL), in one year it would save enough energy to light more than 3 million homes. That would prevent the release of greenhouse gas emissions equal to that of about 800,000 cars. Saving electricity reduces CO2 emissions, sulfur oxide and high-level nuclear waste from power generation.To learn more about what your Monthly Meeting can do for the

environment, see the article on PYM's website titled "Advices For Responding To PYM's Epistle On Climate Change" http://www.pym.org/pym_wgs/comments.php?id=4824_0_297_0_C
Publications Service Group looking for a few good Friends

Friends with editorial skills, and those with knowledge of Quaker history, are invited to join the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting publishing program. The Publications Service Group develops materials to meet Meetings' needs and keeps various Quaker classics in print. At present, we oversee the final production and marketing of Faith and Practice, curricula and other works sponsored by PYM committees, pamphlets, and the Arch Street Lecture Series. We also contribute to the development of PYM's website. We work with other Quaker publishers to produce publications such as the Journal of George Fox and Whispers of Faith. We are exploring new technologies like print-on-demand that allow reprinting short runs. We are working on general information for visitors at Arch Street Meeting

House, Friends Center, and other Quaker sites. Interested Friends should email lairdh@fgcquaker.org. Publications Service Group meets once a month in the evening at a location best suited to the group.

Writing and Art Workshops for Quaker Youth

Quaker Youth Book Project editorial board members have designed workshops on writing and art that encourage reflection, creative work, and written and visual ministry by young Friends ages 15-35. The

workshops draw upon the writings of historic Friends, Bible verses, other writers, artists, and creative writing techniques. They will help young Friends reflect on their lives, faith and witness in the world as Friends. E-mail quipyouthbook@gmail.com if you are interested. More information at www.quakeryouth.org/quipbook 

Young Adult Friends Working Group Formed

A new Young Adult Friends Working Group is being formed under the care of the Education Standing Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. This group will strive to help provide vision for the PYM community of Young Adult Friends, season ideas and leadings, create events and opportunities for worship and fellowship, be a resource for Monthly Meetings in relation to YAFs, and work collaboratively with the PYM Young Adult Friends Coordinator. The working group hopes to hold its meetings at Monthly Meetings on First Days, worshiping first with local Friends. Meetings will be held

every other month beginning in January, with additional meetings scheduled when necessary for event planning. If you have questions about the new YAF Working Group, or would like to be involved, please contact PYM YAF Coordinator Sadie Forsythe at 215-241-7075 or sadief@pym.org
Grants for Young Adult Friends

The Friends Institute Granting Group of PYM strives to support and encourage young adult Friends, between the ages of 18 and 40, in ministry, service, witness and Quaker study. Grant requests are reviewed on a quarterly basis. The next application deadline is March 1. The granting group has just revised their application guidelines. Complete application information is available online at: http://www.pym.org/friendsinstitute/figg/index.htm. For more information about the grants, contact PYM Young Adult Friends Coordinator Sadie Forsythe at 215-241-7075 or friendsinstitute@pym.org 

Website Offers International Quaker Community

Quaker Faith and Fellowship is a new website presence at http://www.quakerfaithandfellowship.org   

This Friendly cyberspace community offers online Meeting for Worship with a "Coffee & Tea room" for after-meeting discussions and a Forum for informal discussions. Organizers are praying that others from around the world will come to their site and take on responsibilities for the scheduling of online

Meetings for Worship in the hope that all those who are isolated for one reason or another will have the opportunity through the Internet to unite with others for spiritual nourishment.

Job Openings at Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

Care and Aging Coordinator. Please see posting on the bulletin at the head of the stairs or visit their web site (www.pym.org) to view the full job descriptions and the application process or contact Ginny Connolly, Human Resources Coordinator, humanresources@pym.org or 215-241-7225.

Assistant Librarian

This part-time position will provide information and assist with circulation work using Follett Library Software and standard office computer programs.  The Assistant Librarian provides a presence at the front desk to serve patrons, maintains the library data base, shelves books, and works with the Head Librarian to keep the library in good order. Please visit our web site (www.pym.org ) to view the full job descriptions and the application process or contact Ginny Connolly, Human Resources Coordinator, 

humanresources@pym.org or 215-241-7225.

Babysitters, PYM

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is committed to making it convenient for adult members and attenders with small children to participate fully in committees, Interim Meeting, March Sessions, and Summer Sessions activities. We need some dedicated and enthusiastic babysitters so this can happen. The Program and Religious Life department would like to identify a number of qualified people who could be called as needed for this paid work. We seek individuals who have experience working with children of any age, newborn through 5th grade. Must have a deep love for and a proven ability to care for children. References will be checked and criminal and sexual abuse background clearance will be performed. Please contact Evan Draper, Administrative Assistant for Program and Religious Life, at evand@pym.org or 215-241-7230 if you are interested in being considered.

Humor Corner: (Unedited comments from children about the Bible). 

When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta.

Jesus was born because Mary had an Immaculate Contraption.

The people who followed Jesus were called the 12 decibels.

From the Meeting Secretary:  True worship may be experienced at any time; in any place – alone on the hills or in the busy daily life – we may find God, in whom we live and move and have our being. But this individual experience is not sufficient, and in a meeting held in the Spirit there is a giving and receiving between its members, one helping another with or without words. So there may come a wider vision and a deeper experience. 

                                          The 1925 and 1994 Revision Committees (It didn’t say what the Revision Committees were revising, but I assume that it was PYM Faith and Practice.)
The submission deadline for the February newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, January 19.
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