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  First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am

  First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

  Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
  First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

January 2011         

Sunday, 2nd
   9:30 am
          Breakfast with a Friend—Margie and Amber Felton



   Rise of Meeting     Coffee Hour—Jean Prestas and Kristin Kimmel

Saturday, 8th  7-9 pm   Refreshments at 6:30  Eyes on the Prize. The story of the civil rights era from the 

                                                                          point of view of  ordinary men and women.(see below).

Sunday, 9th
   9:15 am
             Peace & Social Concerns Program (see below)



 

          Discerning Meeting’s support for EMIR  (Every Murder is Real)



               Rise of Meeting     Coffee Hour—Eric Corson and Martha St. George



                           12:00
          Care & Counsel Committee Meeting  (Note change of Sunday)

Sunday, 16th     9:15 am
          Property Committee Meeting


             10:15 am 
          Sharing on the First Query on Meeting for Worship

                                                          Monthly Meeting Lunch—Ann Bayless and Charlotte Anderson 

                                  Report from the Budget Committee

Please plan to attend our meeting for business. There is a very important discussion on the   

                  budget scheduled. See minute 12-10-4 in the minutes in this newsletter.

Monday, January 17, 8:30 am to 1 pm Martin Luther King Day at Greene Street Friends School, Come join the school in their work projects. Please see the About F/friends section for more information.

Sunday, 23rd
 9:15 am                         Friendly Bible Study


             Rise of Meeting       Coffee Hour — Gabbreell and Selette James


Sunday, 30th
 Rise of Meeting       Coffee Hour — Neal Fordham and Cheryl McFadden 


             1Peace and Social Concerns 

Please see the About F/friends section for information about Eyes on the Prize on the second Saturday film night and Discerning Meeting’s support for EMIR  (Every Murder is Real) on the second Sunday Peace & Social Concerns program.

        Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Twelfth Month 19, 2010

At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Twelfth Month 19, 2010:

We gathered at the appointed time of 1:15 pm in worship.  The Clerk read the Twelfth Query on Integrity and Simplicity from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice.

12-10-1   The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends.  

12-10-2    New Members - Richard Betts reported for Care and Counsel recommending approval of the membership of Charlotte Anderson, Jonathan Perry, and their children Jasper and Saris. Sharon Mullally, Susan Christian, Joann Seaver, William Van Stone, and Alyson Scott volunteered to serve as the Welcoming Committee.


New Clerk of Care and Counsel - Dick Betts also informed the meeting that as of January, 2011, he would no longer be serving as Clerk of Care and Counsel, a position he has held for decades, and that Anthony DiGiovanni has agreed to be the new Clerk of the committee. Members noted their great gratitude for the profound service Dick has given the meeting, both in his leadership role on Care and Counsel, and in the countless additional tasks he has undertaken in caring for members.

12-10-3 Heartfelt, emphatic thanks were expressed for the endless hours and amazing results given by Michael and Judy van Hoy in the creation and production of the remarkable Christmas Play presented after meeting. It was noted that no one but someone who also held the position of janitor could possibly have approved the paper snowstorm and the ensuing chaos on the floor of the meeting room. The meeting asked Robert Dockhorn to write a letter on behalf of the meeting expressing our deep appreciation.

12-10-4
Russell Endo, as Clerk of the Budget Committee, and David La Fontaine, as Treasurer as well as a member of Budget Committee, began the discussion of the meeting’s 2011 Budget. They stated that they were not proposing a budget at this meeting because there were two very different scenarios for members to consider, growing from circumstances distinctly different from past budget discussions, and on the desire of the Budget Committee to seek guidance from the meeting. Based on changed market conditions, both the valuation of our holdings at Friends Fiduciary and the payout percentage on the valuation have declined and will continue to decline at least through 2011, and likely for the two ensuing years. In 2011, the payout is anticipated to be 14% lower than in 2010, further widening the distance between our income and our expenditures beyond the significant gap we experienced this year.

We have depended heavily on endowment income in the past, with only 10% of our annual expenditures coming from member and attender contributions. David handed out a pie chart showing our sources of funds for the $205,000 we will spend in 2010 (including projections for year-end expenses). As of now, these sources of funds are projected at: 5% contributions, 7% bequests, 65% endowment income, and 23% spending down of past reserves or about $47,500. These reserves are available to us based on prior years when endowment income was higher, and our income exceeded expenditures. We can continue to spend down these reserves for several more years, but then they will be gone. David emphasized that we have not been spending endowment. David and Russell noted that expenditures in 2010 were higher than budgeted in part due to higher-than-anticipated property expenditures ($10,000 budgeted vs. $18,500 actual, which included an extraordinary $10,000 in snow removal alone).

Russell stated that we have continued at our level of expenditure based on the generosity of past members. In the past, endowment income covered almost all of our expenses, and member contributions requested were tied to the amount per member the Meeting was asked to pay to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. This year, that precedent needs to be broken, and, unless we are to significantly decrease our work and our giving as a meeting (e.g., to neighborhood organizations, to the Yearly Meeting, and to Greene Street Friends School), member giving must increase.

Looking forward to 2011, the Treasurer presented two alternative budgets, one based on members giving approximately the $20,000 we are currently giving, the other based on our increasing our giving to $80,000, which would allow us to continue our expenditures at our current levels in spite of the reduced endowment income.

The representatives of the Budget Committee asked for guidance from the meeting. A wide-ranging and thoughtful discussion ensued.

Members asked – What would it take for us to achieve that $80,000? 49 individuals or family units gave in 2008, 41 in 2009. So far this year, the average gift seems to be around $200. The average gift to fund $80,000 would depend on the number of us giving, but would likely be well over $1,000.

Members suggested that:

· we have not been giving so much, partly because many do not have the money to give, but also because, based on prior years’ endowment income, the need was not so great.

· 
we need to expand both our dialogue about, and our understanding of, our Meeting’s finances. A beginning was made in this direction with a second Sunday session held on our income and expenditures and priorities, but it was felt that this discussion needed to be expanded at times more available to those who do not attend early morning sessions or Monthly Meeting.

· members and attenders need to be educated to consider contributions a monthly commitment, included in their monthly bill-paying. One attender suggested that she sees meeting giving as something she do to support her own monthly well-being, not as a charitable contribution. Another suggested that our giving on a more frequent basis needs to be approached as a part of discipline.

· we use pledging more. Pledge envelopes would be helpful, and reminders would be acceptable. These could include both personal reminders to send in contributions and monthly reminders in the newsletter, reminding us of the nature of our expenditures as well as the amount of income or contributions we have received.

· we can cut utility bills by reducing heating when no one is using the building, and that we could ask the School to close the door that is often left open during the school’s lunch hour.

· we begin with an intention of increasing contributions before deciding on cuts. 

· we bring creativity in telling the story, and learn how to do some outright development work, explaining what we have here, how much it means, what it is giving to us and to the children, why it is worth our getting behind it. We know much of this, but don’t mention it, and it’s time that we did.

· we consider asking for one-time contributions in support of specific line items such as scholarships or contributions to others. It was noted that we have a long tradition of not engaging in such targeted fundraising, and our Secretary, a member of another meeting, said that her meeting’s overall contributions decreased when people were asked to give to specific items. 

The discussion moved into the area of cuts in our expenditures. Members expressed both support of cuts if necessary and concern about them, particularly given the fact that the deepest cuts proposed in the “reduce expenditures” budget were in our giving to others: to neighborhood organizations, to our School and to financial support for meeting members’ children attending the School. Margaret Walters, as Clerk of the Educational Assistance Committee, noted that our support For the Meeting’s children at the School has already been drastically cut in terms of the amount of support we offer each child. There was also a question of whether we could find a way to cut expenditures a little everywhere – using less electricity, less heat, perhaps setting a limit on how much we reimburse for hospitality.

To the extent that there was movement towards unity in giving guidance to the Budget Committee, it was in the direction of keeping our budgeted expenditures the same, spending at a deficit if necessary, and putting a firmer message in the letters in the letters requesting money. There was support for weekly and monthly giving as a way to increase giving and an ongoing sense of responsibility. The Budget Committee was asked to develop an intermediate budget while member finance educational work proceeded. One attender suggested, and others supported, the development of a core budget, which might include some continued spending of our reserves, and an aspirational budget, which would rely on greatly increased giving. It was hoped that neither budget would end our contributions to others. Structures Committee was asked to plan one or two more meetings to bring awareness. Discussion will continue at the next meeting for business.

12-10-5 
Russell Endo, as Clerk of Trustees, reported on progress with the bank property. Significant work has been done in improvements on the bank building. It now appears that the bank is ready to relinquish its lease on half of the parking lot, which the Meeting’s Trustees could then make available for the School’s use.

12-10-6 Margie Felton, as a member of the School Committee, reported that she and Anne Bayless are planning a special event, “Morning with a Friend,” for Meeting members to join classes and speak briefly about some aspect of Quakerism that is meaningful to them, then attend meeting for worship with the class. Volunteers are requested.

Business carried over includes: 

· A Meeting-School facilities committee discussion

· Concern regarding use of the fireplace, 

· Germantown Meeting’s declaration on racial justice going forward to Quarterly Meeting

We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on First Month 16, 2011.


Robert Dockhorn, Clerk


Alyson Scott, Acting Recording Clerk

Members Present: Richard Betts, Doris Clinkscale, Russell Endo, Marjorie Felton, James Glackin, David La Fontaine, Thomas Hardy, Daniel McDevitt, Sharon Mullally, Alyson Scott, JoAnn Seaver, Ethel Trefsger, Margaret Walters. 

Attenders: William Van Stone

Guests: Traci Hjelt-Sullivan, Walter Hjelt-Sullivan (members of Providence MM)

Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 

                                            About our F/friends

                         (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)

January 8th film night: Eyes on the Prize.

This film tells the definitive story of the civil rights era from the point of view of the ordinary men and women whose extraordinary actions launched a movement that changed the fabric of American life, and embodied a struggle whose reverberations continue to be felt today. The discussion after the film will be led by Ed (Mas) Nakawatase, former AFSC and SNCC staff member in Atlanta during the civil rights struggle.

Sunday, January 9th, 9:15 am, 

Discerning our meeting’s support of EMIR (Every Murder is Real) sponsored by Peace and Social Concerns

Come join other Friends as we consider how we as a meeting might best support our larger community.  A specific opportunity is working with Victoria Greene of EMIR (Every Murder is Real).

Peace and Social Concerns committee will meet with the staff of EMIR in preparation for our discussion.  Initial ideas include:  training the meeting about homicide-oriented grief counseling so that we can be a safe spiritual community for homicide victims; providing food for grief support groups; supporting middle school survivors in their desire for a Peace Project; and helping with grant-writing and fundraising. What might this meeting be willing to commit to and sustain over several years?

EMIR supports family members and friends who have been affected by homicide.  It offers concrete, practical, and compassionate steps towards healing, including grief counseling, support groups, and tips about navigating the legal system.  EMIR is doing grassroots violence prevention work because unhealed trauma leads to drug and alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancy, gang involvement and other forms of violence.

Martin Luther King Day at Greene Street Friends School,  January 17,  8:30 am to 1 pm.

As Rev. King once said, “Everyone can be great, because everyone can serve.” At Greene Street Friends School, we have a long tradition of service on Martin Luther King’s birthday. Each of us, whether we are 5 or 95, can serve. We are proud once again to host this event in our community. To make the day a success, we need you. Plan to join us January 17 for a morning full of service and sharing. Bring parents and grandparents; bring the kids; bring the whole family! This is a really meaningful activity and reaffirms both the spirit of service articulated by Dr. King and the spirit of our community that makes Greene Street such a special place.

We are looking for volunteers to help with set-up, to serve refreshments, and to help make sure each project runs smoothly on the day. If you’re interested in lending a hand, please contact us today! For information please contact Tiffany at artisticdiva26@yahoo.com; or Naomi at naomileach@verizon.netphone: 215-370-2946. Or read the January issue of the Lunch Box Local, the School’s newsletter. If you would like to receive the School’s newsletter, please contact the Meeting Secretary.

Educational Assistance: If you haven’t done this yet, do it NOW.

All members who need financial aid to send their child to a Friends school, college, or school for special education should write to the Educational Assistance Committee (Margaret Walters, Clerk) no later than Jan. 23, 2011.  College students are expected to submit their applications themselves.  Also, if you plan to apply to the Yearly Meeting for the tuition aid available to Friends children in Friends schools, please go to www.friendseducationfund.org to find all necessary application forms and information. If you have questions, call Peggy Walters at 215-247-7276 or e-mail margaretjwalters@verizon.net

Third Selection from The Care Relationship: Friends Schools and the Religious Society of Friends

Define roles and clarify boundaries.

There are challenges when people don’t keep their roles straight and don’t maintain boundaries. Keep clear boundaries between the business of the Meeting and the school.

Understanding the role of the school’s governing board (or school committee) is critically important for all members of both the school and the Meeting communities. Board members must be clear about the realm in which they have decision-making authority. Board members and Meeting members must be clear about which decisions belong in the hierarchy of school personnel’s responsibilities. It is important for Meeting members to know that the ways in which Quaker decision making works in a Friends school has both similarities and differences to the way it works in a Friends Meeting.

Schools often offer the use of school facilities to Monthly Meetings and Monthly Meetings can offer the use of Meeting space to the school. Shared physical space—property and facilities—is both a blessing and a challenge to schools and to Monthly Meetings. Make sure there is a point person in both groups to keep channels of communication clear.

Looking ahead

GSMM Outreach Committee in partnership with GSFS Black History Committee of the Parent's Association would like to invite you to participate in a community wide book read.  The book we will be reading is Tumbling by Diane McKinney-Whetstone.  Save the date for a book group style discussion on Sunday, February 13, from 12:30 to 2:30 in the social room of the meeting house.  All are welcome!

Sunday, February 27—Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting at Frankford MM 

Morning with a Friend: An exciting new way for our school and meeting communities to connect.

Margie Felton and Anne Bayless (GSMM Meeting and GSFS School Committee Members), in partnership with GSFS faculty and staff, are enthusiastically organizing this terrific new event. Please consider participating on Wednesday, April 6, from 8 to 11 am. You are invited to spend a morning with children in a GSFS classroom to share, engage and dialogue with students around your Quaker experience.  The morning will include joining the GSFS community for Meeting for Worship.

Let Anne or Margie know you are interested.  They are working closely with GSFS faculty and staff and can speak with you in detail about what age group you might feel led to join and what you might like to share with students.  Anne can be reached at:  baylessa@gmail.com or 267-251-7889. Margie can be reached at: 215-391-3754 or margieamber@yahoo.com. (Margie will be out of the country January 5 – 21; Anne will be main point of contact during this period)

This promises to be a wonderful way to build our meeting/school relationships! Margie and Anne look forward to your support and participation in this important effort.

                               [[[[[[[[[[[[ 

                      The First Query, on Meeting for Worship

Are our meetings for worship held in stilled, expectant waiting upon God?

As we worship is there a living silence in which we are drawn together by the power of God in our midst?

Is the spirit of our worship together one that nurtures all worshipers?

How does our Meeting respond when the vocal ministry seems inappropriate, or when the meeting for worship is consistently not gathered?

Do I faithfully attend meeting with heart and mind prepared for worship, clear of any predetermination to speak or not to speak, and expecting that worship will be a source of strength and guidance?

Does worship deepen my relationship with God, increase my faithfulness, and refresh and renew my daily life, both inwardly and in my relationship with others?

Have I experienced in worship that direct leading to listen or to speak, and have I been faithful to my own experience? 

                               [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask Pendle Hill staff. 

(Only the titles of workshops are listed. Please go to their website or call them for more information.) 

Jan. 14-16
Minding Our Lives: Looking Deeply at the Present Moment

Feb. 4-6
John Yungblut: Guide on the Mystic's Journey

Feb. 4-11
The Practice of Presence: A Mindfulness Meditation Retreat

Feb. 20-24
Eastern Light: Buddhist and Quaker Spirituality

3 week intensive.  Jan. 7-28 Faithful Transitions, Spiritual Discernment in a Time of Change

The Way of the Artist: Pendle Hill Speaker Series Tuesday Evenings, 7:30-9:00 pm in the Barn. Free.

Come explore the “Way of the Artist” with us as we hear from ten Quakers who have followed a deep call to the creative life and discovered the power of the arts for prayer, spiritual practice, healing, teaching, building community, and creating social change. 

Jan. 18 Lessons from the Inward Teacher: Telling and Hearing our Spiritual Stories, Singing our Song

Feb. 15 - Photography as Mystical Transformation

Saturday Course. Jan. 29, Feb. 19, March 19, April 16, May 21, Conflict and Spirit, Applying the Quaker Legacy to Living Lives of Power with George Lakey

NIM's annual Martin Luther King Birthday event, Sunday, January 16, at 3 pm.

The Neighborhood Interfaith Movement of Philadelphia will present Daisy Khan as the main speaker at the MLK memorial event that will be held at the Mount Airy Church of God in Christ at Stenton & Ogontz in East Mount Airy.  Ms. Khan is the co-founder, alongside her husband Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf,  of the American Society for Muslim Advancement and the Cordoba Initiative,  and co-organizer of the "Park51" Muslim community center plus mosque in Lower Manhattan.  Ms. Khan was born in Kashmir, came to the United States at the age of 16 to study art, and lived for years in  Jericho, New York, in such a thoroughly Jewish milieu that, she says, there was never a Christmas tree to be seen. She worked for years as an architectural designer. She met Imam Rauf when she was attracted to a small mosque he led in Lower Manhattan – a mosque rooted in the mystical, peace-oriented, Sufi aspect of Islam.   As they wove their lives together, they reached out to connect with peace-seekers of many religious and spiritual communities.

Friendly Adult Presence (FAP) Training Day — Sunday, January 16, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm.

 To be held at Valley Monthly Meeting, Wayne, Pa. (1121 Old Eagle School Road, Wayne, PA 19087). The community that works with kids, Middle Schoolers, and Young Friends is a vital and growing part of our monthly and yearly meetings. FAP Training Day is an event to empower and encourage adults who are interested in increasing the vibrancy of youth programming in their meeting and with the yearly meeting.

Experienced PYM youth program staff, current FAPs, and participants from the middle school and high school programs will lead the day.

Participants have been invited to join the members of Valley Meeting for worship together in the morning, followed by lunch (soup, salad, drinks and dessert provided). The afternoon will feature workshops that highlight the possibilities of group facilitation with a spiritual lens:

·    The Ministry of Silliness: How to Engage Youth in Joyful Community and Spiritual Sharing

·    The Philosophy and Keys to Servant Leadership of Youth

·    Legal and Safety Issues

This day will nourish the excitement, skills, and ideas of Friends who value the energy and search of young Quakers for Truth. Join us! Registration open soon! Contact: Ben Camp at 215-241-7228; benc@pym.org.

Middle School Friends Gathering—January 21-23

The Longest Night, The Inner Light at Burlington Conference Center. Come join Middle School Friends from all over the Yearly Meeting as we explore how we stay inspired and warm during the long winter. We will delve into our dreams, the nature of light/Light, and share what kinds of music, dancing, and art help to keep us spiritually healthy. Also, there will be ice-skating! For more information as the date nears, contact: Stephen Dotson, Middle School Friends Coordinator at 215-241-7171; stephend@pym.org.

Looking ahead.

Camp Onas Information Day – Sunday. February 6 at 2 pm. 

The Quaker Camp in Bucks County for all kids ages 8 to 13. Our active and creative program stresses sharing, cooperation, understanding, simple living, and most essential of all, fun! Campers can come for 2 or 4-week sessions starting June 26 and running into August. A one-week session for 7, 8, and 9-year-old campers is available to introduce younger campers to overnight camp. Special rates for Quaker kids and financial aid is available. Please check www.camponas.org for dates, rates and session availability. Info Days at Camp Onas are Sunday, February 6 and March 6 at 2 pm. Contact us at 610-847-5858 or friends@camponas.org for more information and a brochure. Plan now for a fun-filled summer camp experience at Camp Onas. Camp Onas February Info Day—Sunday February 6 at 2 pm

 Call Camp Onas for more information. 610-847-5858 Website:  www.camponas.org

 

Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts Conference—February 18-19. 

Theme: “The Power of the Arts”.  Place: Burlington Meetinghouse and Conference Center. All are invited!  Come sing along with Annie Patterson and Peter Blood, learn new skills, share your art, and enjoy good food, fun and fellowship.

  

If you would like to receive more information about “The Power of the Arts” conference, see our website (quaker.org/fqa) or contact conference coordinator Carol Sexton at CSexton@pendlehill.org) or at Pendle Hill, 338 Plush Mill Road, Wallingford PA 19086-6023. For FQA membership, see our website (quaker.org/fqa) or contact Elke Muller (maureenelke@verizon.net) or write to FQA c/o PYM, 1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102. FQA welcomes as members both artists and art appreciators with Quaker leanings (you need not be formally a Quaker to join FQA).

 

We Can Do It Day-II, on Saturday, Feb. 20, from 9:00 to 4:30.

Come to “We Can Do It Day” with an attention to the children in our meetings at Friends Center, 1515 Cherry St., Philadelphia, Pa. We Can Do It Day offers support and skills training to meetings through workshops, information, a children’s program and fellowship. This We Can Do It Day will focus on our care for and inclusion of children in the fabric of the meeting’s life, from pastoral care to effective witness, from worship to property concerns, from parenting to First Day School. Caring for our children is the work of the entire meeting. Watch for registration materials in January. For more information, contact Pam Anderson at 215-241-7182; pama@pym.org.

Young Friends Winter Gathering—February 25-27. 

"Love". Burlington Meetinghouse Conference Center, Burlington, NJ.  Look for a flyer in January. For more information, visit: http://archive.pym.org/youngfriends/index.htm. Contact Cookie Caldwell, Young Friends Coordinator at: 215-241-7222; cookie@pym.org.

2011 Arch Street Parking Permits Now Available. 

Arch Street Meeting House parking permits for the calendar year 2011 are now available!  Vehicles with permits can use the parking lot at Fourth and Arch streets in Philadelphia. Any member or attender of a Friends Meeting or employee of a local Friends organization is eligible. Tags are priced at only $170 flat rate for the full year. To request an order form, simply contact Jess Purvis, PYM Administrative Assistant for Business & Finance, at 215-241-7234; email: jessp@pym.org; address: 1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102. (Arch Street Property and Use Working Group approves fees.) 

FWCC Grants for the study or practice of Christian Mysticism.  

The Elizabeth Ann Bogert Memorial Fund for the Study or Practice of Christian Mysticism, administered by Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC), Section of the Americas, makes annual grants of up to $1,000.Recent grants were awarded for: research on John Woolmans mystical theology, writing of a Pendle Hill Pamphlet, developing academic courses on mysticism, art work expressing the Inner Light and personal spiritual journey, spiritual retreat on contemplative prayer.

Individuals wishing to apply for grants in 2011 should submit a copy of their proposal no later than March 1, to the address given below. Awards are announced by July 1. Two or three individuals who know the applicant and are familiar with his or her work should be asked to send letters of reference by this deadline as well. Recipients are asked to make a progress report within a year. Proposals should be brief (one or two pages). For guidelines or additional information on the Bogert Fund, inquiries may be sent to: Miriam Feyerherm, 101 Morgnec Rd., Apt N203, Chestertown, Md. 21620, email: mfeyerherm@atlantfcbb.net

Friends Employment Opportunities

      Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is seeking applications for the following positions:

Director of Annual Giving

Director of Spiritual and Community Life Programs 

Director of Witness and Outreach Programs

Director of Meeting Relations

Friends in Education Coordinator

Short descriptions are posted on bulletin board at the head of the stairs.

Application Process:

For a complete job description and information contact: Ginny Connolly at 215-241-7225 or   humanresources@pym.org. Please provide a letter of interest, resume, and three references to the attention of: Ginny Connolly, Human Resources Coordinator, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102, email: humanresources@pym.org

Humor Corner: (kids in Sunday school) A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with the question, “Boys and girls, what do we know about God?” A hand shot up in the air. “He is an artist! said the kindergarten boy. “Really? How do you know?” the teacher asked. “You know – Our Father, who does art in Heaven…”

Quote Corner: Translations of a beatitude, Jesus said:

Tubwayhun Lamrahmane dalayhun nehwun ralune .  (Aramaic)

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. (King James Bible)

Blessed are those who, from their inner wombs, birth mercy; they shall feel its warm arms embrace them.

Aligned with the One are the compassionate; upon them shall be compassion.

Healthy are those who extend grace; they shall find their own prayers answered.

Healed are those who extend a long heartfelt breath whenever needed; they shall feel the heat of cosmic ardor.

Tuned to the Source are those who shine from the deepest place in their bodies. Upon them shall be the rays of universal love.

Translations of the Aramaic by scholar Neil Douglas-Klotz, Prayers of the Cosmos

The submission deadline for the February newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, January 14, for everything except the minutes from the meeting for worship with a concern for business.
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