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  First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am
  First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

  *Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
  First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

July/August 2010         

During July, Green Street Monthly Meeting meets with Germantown Monthly Meeting, at Germantown

                                                                      MM at 10:30 am, at 

                         47 W. Coulter St., just around the block. During August, everyone comes here.

                   There will be childcare, but no First Day School during July and August.
                           *The school’s meeting for worship will resume in September.
From your Meeting Secretary​—As a member of Germantown MM, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of you to join us at Germantown MM during July.  (And yes, it will be “warm” in July, but come anyway.)
                                                 August Hospitality
Sunday, 1st
 Rise of Meeting        Coffee Hour—
Peggy & Allan Walters
 
Sunday, 8th
 Rise of Meeting        Coffee Hour—Jean Prestas

Sunday, 15th    Rise of Meeting        Coffee Hour—Margie Felton

Sunday, 22nd
 9:15 am                          Friendly Bible Study


 Rise of Meeting        Coffee Hour— Charity Marshall and Dick & Shirley Bansen
Sunday, 29th    Rise of Meeting        Coffee Hour—Susan Christian

The meeting office will be closed on Monday, July 5 for the 4th of July holiday. It will also be closed from Thursday July 8 to Monday July 19. It will re-open on Tuesday, July 20.

  Draft Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Sixth Month 20, 2010

At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Sixth Month 20, 2010:

We gathered in worship at 12:45 pm.  The Clerk read a portion of the sixth query on Equality.

6-10-1
The Clerk read the minutes from Fifth Month 16, 2010, which were approved.

6-10-2
The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends, and several additions were proposed and accepted.

6-10-3   Richard Betts reported for Care and Counsel.  He read the applications for membership of Selette James, Susan Hight on behalf of herself and her two children, Georgia and Owen Hight-Schickel, and Cheryl McFadden, on behalf of herself and her son Jelani.  Care and Counsel recommended the meeting’s approval of their membership, and the meeting heartily agreed.

6-10-4   The Clerk then read the application for membership of Jean Gajary, whose membership was approved in fourth month, but whose letter had not yet been shared.

6-10-5   JoAnn Seaver rose to propose a Traveling Minute for our member Jean Gajary.  With a few additions, the letter (attached to these minutes in its corrected form) was warmly approved. JoAnn was thanked for authoring the message on our behalf, and Jean was sent with our good wishes in her travels.

6-10-6
Robert Dockhorn reported on the working group on the Meeting Directory, who were asked to consider alternatives to our current form of publishing a directory.  Their recommendation is that the directory continue to be published in its current form, that it be published in-house, and that it be published annually rather than bi-annually as is presently the case.  Members will be able to request a PDF copy from the Secretary of the Meeting.

6-10-7
Susan Christian reported on behalf of Property Committee on a new proposal based on the meeting’s request (Minute 4-10-3) with new proposed language for signage, presented in its individual line components:

Green Street Monthly Meeting

Greene Street Friends School

Private Property

Closed after sunset

Closed Mondays-Fridays until 6 p.m.

Closed Sunday for Religious Services until 3 p.m.

Closed during other school and meeting events

Otherwise open for playground activities

Lengthy discussion followed, touching on issues of language and clarity as well as the more complex and fraught issues of our relationship with our neighbors and issues of safety and security.  Language concerns raised echoed those of 4th month regarding the overall emphasis on the space being closed, versus the possibility of beginning with a statement of when the grounds were open.  In addition, the detailed statements seemed potentially confusing to a number of Friends.

Given a clear sense on the part of members of the Property Committee that new signage was necessary soon, the Meeting resolved to approve the presently proposed language being posted as signs, and to return to the broader discussion, as well as to the issue of language, in ninth month monthly meeting.

At a minimum, that next consideration will include a report on the experience of the sign “in action,” to see if it is helping in the direction hoped.  The discussion may also include a consideration of ways in which we as a meeting might come to grips with issues raised today, which clearly extend beyond the “simple” issue of signage:

· A way to balance the perspective of the Property Committee (who, along with others, clean up after those who leave trash and other waste and who carry the liability concern for those who run on the roofs and otherwise risk themselves) with a desire to share our space with neighborhood kids and parents, 

· Whether there are other alternative modes of accomplishing the dual goals of protecting the property and sharing it (supervised public playground time, an alternative location for basketball, more dialogue with the school on security and supervision were several proposed),

· A concern for Michael Van Hoy’s safety and experience here as the Meeting’s caretaker, and 

· An awareness that this is part of the broader question of this meeting’s relationship to our neighbors.

6-10-8 Sharon Mullally, on behalf of the School Committee, proposed:

1st, that there be a called meeting (or a retreat or a workshop) in the fall to reflect on the care relationship between Green Street Monthly Meeting and Greene Street Friends School.  This meeting would involve members of the School community and the Meeting community and would be professionally facilitated by someone with extensive experience with Friends meetings and their relationship with Friends schools.

2nd, that beginning in the fall, brief monthly reports from the School Committee to the Monthly Meeting would be added to each month’s monthly meeting agenda, and those reports would be made by various members of the school committee, both those who are also meeting members and those who are not.

The meeting expressed encouragement to Sharon to move forward with the general direction of these ideas, without clarity as to the specifics.  In particular, the presence of an outside facilitator who will come with his or her own perspective on Friends meetings and schools was questioned.  Friends who would like to support this effort, or make suggestions on its form, were encouraged to be in touch with Sharon, and she was encouraged to report back to the meeting with further thought in September.

6-10-9  Richard Bansen reported on behalf of the Trustees of the Meeting (attached to these minutes).  The report was received with thanks.

6-10-10
The Clerk received a letter from Friends Counseling Service to request approval of a new process for asking the meeting to reimburse Friends Counseling Service for counseling provided to members of the meeting.  This appears to be a new arrangement, as previously, some members of the meeting responsible for approving the expense were informed of the names of the members being so served.  The Clerk suggested that Care and Counsel discuss this request, and the meeting approved.

6-10-11
Anne Bayless reported on behalf of the Nominating Committee to propose two new members of the School Committee.  One is our member Marjorie Felton.  The other is David Moos, who is a School parent, and was very active on the futures committee, clerking the property committee of the Futures Committee.   The meeting approved these nominations.

6-10-12
There is traditionally an “Emergency Committee” responsible for considering and deciding action on matters which arise during the period when Monthly Meeting is not meeting on a regular basis (from this date to our meeting in ninth month).  Andy Jickling and Robert Dockhorn agreed to serve, and Michael Van Hoy has agreed to serve in August.  

Robert Dockhorn, Interim Clerk

Alyson Scott, Recording Clerk

Members Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Anne Bayless, Richard Betts, Doris Clinkscale, Elizabeth Cunningham, Anthony DiGiovanni, Robert Dockhorn, Neal Fordham, Jean Gajary, Andy Jickling, David La Fontaine, Sharon Mullally, Alyson Scott, JoAnn Seaver, Ethel Trefsger, Allan Walters, Margaret Walters. 

Attenders: Susan Christian, Geniver Montalvo

Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 

                                        About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)

Directions to Germantown Monthly Meeting

Coulter St. is one way from Germantown Ave. to Greene St. Therefore you must turn off of Germantown Ave. on to Coulter St. The meeting driveway is the first right.
Summer Emergency Committee

The following Friends are on the Emergency Committee for this summer. And Friends, this is an “emergency” committee. Bob Dockhorn, and Andy Jickling. In August, Michael Van Hoy will be part of it.
Fair Hill Burial Ground Summer Clean Up and Festival, July 17.

Also, discussion about Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting

Members and Attenders of Green Street Monthly Meeting, as well members and attenders of other Monthly Meetings in the Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting, are invited to attend the Fair Hill Burial Ground Summer Celebration on Saturday, July 17th at the Burial Ground located at Germantown Avenue and Cambria Street from 10 am. to 2 pm. There will be an opportunity to do some gardening work, old fashioned games for the children, horse and carriage rides and a cookout for Friends and neighbors. 

There will also be an opportunity to discuss the future of the Quarterly Meeting. 

On the next day, July 18th, there will be a meeting at 12 Noon at Germantown Meeting for further discussion of the role of the Quarterly Meeting and it's needs. 

Plans to reflect on the care relationship between Green Street Monthly Meeting and Greene Street Friends School

Sharon Mullally, on behalf of the School Committee, proposed that there be a called meeting (or a retreat or a workshop) in the fall to reflect on the care relationship between Green Street Monthly Meeting and Greene Street Friends School. This meeting would involve members of the School community and the Meeting community and there could be professional resource persons with extensive experience with Friends meetings and their relationship with Friends schools. (Please see minute #6-10-8) Friends who would like to support this effort, or make suggestions on its form, are encouraged to be in touch with Sharon over the summer, so she can report back at the September meeting for business.

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Summer Sessions 2010
We Make the Road by Walking – How Are We Called to be Prophetic in our Witness? 
Wednesday, July 28 – Sunday, Aug.1 at De Sales University, Center Valley, PA
Children, middle school Friends and high school Friends must be registered by July 15. (After that the various ages will be accepted only if they have space.) Please go to pym.org for program information and registration.
All Friends in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting are invited. If you are new at the sessions, find a F/friend from your Meeting who has been there before to help you figure it all out. Please do not stay away for lack of funds. Financial aid is available.
Preliminary business agenda includes:
· Eco-Justice concerns and actions
· Budget approval & yearly meeting vision
· Report from the Middle East WG's delegation of Young Adult Friends to Israel and Palestine
· Frequency of annual sessions
· Faith and Practice revision report
· War tax refusal
· Quaker process
· Quarterly meeting reports
If you do not have access to e-mail, contact Lou Ann Merkle, Sessions Coordinator at 215-241-7238. Or if you cannot find the information you need on the web site, louannm@pym.org, or visit http://www.pym.org/annualsessions 
Community book read Sunday, September 12 from 12:30 – 2:30
Looking for a good summertime read?  Try Blink: The Power of Thinking Without Thinking,  by Malcolm Gladwell!  This is the next community read co-sponsored by the GSMM Outreach Committee and GSFS PA Association.  “Blink is a book about how we think without thinking, about choices that seem to be made in an instant - in the blink of an eye - that actually aren't as simple as they seem. Why are some people brilliant decision makers, while others are consistently inept? Why do some people follow their instincts and win, while others end up stumbling into error? How do our brains really work - in the office, in the classroom, in the kitchen,…? And why are the best decisions often those that are impossible to explain to others?” Save the date and please join us for a lively discussion on the book on Sunday, September 12th from 12:30 – 2:30 in the social room of the meetinghouse.
Plea from the Meeting Secretary

Friends, I know that all of you are busy people. But for those of you who want items put it the Meeting newsletter, please, read the deadline information at the back of the newsletter. There is already plenty for me to deal with after monthly meeting for business in terms of the newsletter deadline. Thank you.
                                     [[[[[[[[[[[[

     The Seventh Query on Social Responsibility and Witness

How does our Meeting work:

- to overcome social, legal, economic, and political injustices, locally and in the wider world?

- for the funding of community services that does not rely on gaming income?

Does our Meeting serve the community through action on concerns for civic improvement? What actions are we taking to assure everyone equal access to education, health care, legal services, housing, and employment as well as equal opportunities in business and in the professions?

When a member has lifted up a concern, how does our Meeting respond?

Does our Meeting encourage those seeking clearness for their convictions of conscience to hold up such convictions with prayerful openness to the Light?

Am I mindful of how my lifestyle and my investments can contribute to the improvement of the human condition, or to the exploitation of others?
Am I open to seeking clearness on matters of conscience and to assisting others in doing so? How do I respond and support one who acts out of a clear leading when I am under the weight of another?
What am I doing to work for the betterment of my community to assure the maintenance of effective public services which do not rely on funding from gaming?
Do I fulfill my civic responsibilities when they do not conflict with divine leadings?
                     The Eighth Query on Peace
How does our Meeting act to advance peace, to oppose violence, and to support the constructive use of authority in our community, our nation, and the world?

What are we doing as a Meeting:

— to free our nation from militarization, so evident in our society and in its economy?

— to understand the causes of war and violence and to work for the development of the attitudes and institutions of peace?

— to recognize and correct the causes of violence within our communities, and to work toward overcoming separations and restoring wholeness?

— to increase the understanding and use of nonviolent approaches for the resolution of conflicts?

Do I live in the power of that Life and Spirit that takes away the occasion of all wars?
How do I maintain Friends' testimony that military training and all participation in war and its preparation are inconsistent with the teaching and the spirit of Christ?
Do I work for the establishment of alternative ways of settling disputes? Am I aware that to build a world community requires that we all face our differences honestly, openly, and in trust?
Do I treat conflict as an opportunity for growth, and address it with careful attention? Do I seek to recognize and respect the Divine in those with whom I have a basic disagreement? Do I look for ways to reaffirm in action and attitude my love for the one with whom I am in conflict?
                               [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)
Summer Camps

There is information on the bulletin board at the head of the stairs and some brochures on the table there, about Gwynedd MM Peace Camp, Camp Onas, and Friends Camp in New England, run by New England Yearly Meeting. Camp Dark Waters is also popular with Quakers.

Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed. Please go to their website or call them for more information.) 
July 4-8
Furniture Building Basics with Wright Horne (Short Course)

July 4-8
Unlocking the Creative Power of Dreams with Jeremy Taylor (Short Course)
July 9-11
Inquirers’ Weekend – An Introduction to Quakerism with Tracy Peterson

July 9-11
An Affirming Flame – Teaching as Spiritual Practice with John Minahan
July 11-15
Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography with Dan Wakefield (Short Course)
July 18-22
The Teaching Power of Stories with Bill Harley (Short Course)
July 23-29
Shinpiden Reiki Level III with Frans Stiene (Week Course)
July 25-29
The Fullness of Life – Exploring the Second Half of Life with Caroline Jones (SC)
July 25-29 
Intensive Journal Program for Personal/Spiritual Growth with Vie Kryston (SC)

July 30-Aug. 1 Compassionate Communication with Jane Connor and Marc Weiner

Aug. 1-5 
Nurturing Gifts of Spirit through Art and Writing with Anne Beaufort (Short Course)

Aug. 4-8
Quaker Spiritual Practices (Short Course)

Aug. 6-8
On the Shore of What We Know – Reading and Writing Poetry about the Divine

Aug. 8-12
Telling Our Stories with Allan Brick (Short Course)

Aug. 13-15
Fill the Well – Creative Group Spiritual Direction with Melanie Weidner
Aug. 15-19
Creative Spirit – Paper Arts Collage with Melanie Weidner (Short Course)
Aug. 19-29
Honoring the Earth – Permaculture Design Certification Course (10 day Course)

Sept. 3-5
Shoden Reiki Level 1 with Joseph Moon
Sept. 10-12
Adult Learning and Spiritual Transformation with Virginia Lee and Andrew Wright 
Happenings at Other Monthly Meetings
Twilight Meetings for Worship.  

Newtown Square Friends Meeting is hosting a series of twilight meetings for worship in natural settings.
Location: Several natural areas in Willistown and Newtown Townships, including Kirkwood Preserve (maybe another location within Kirkwood).
Dates: July 25, August 29, September 25 and October 24. No rain dates.
Time: Meet at Newtown Square Friends Meeting at 6:45 pm and then carpool to the location, none of which are more than a few miles away.
Contact: John Custer, jscuster@verizon.net, 610-356-6669.
Sunday, Aug. 29 (1 pm-2:30 pm) - Quakers and the Revolutionary War. 

Join author Bruce Mowday, as he speaks about the Quakers who became involved in the Revolutionary War, at Old Kennett Meeting House, Baltimore Pike & Meeting House Lane, Chadds Ford Pa. He will share the story of the "Fighting Quaker," Nathanael Greene, and what happened at Old Kennett Meeting and in Chadds Ford during the Brandywine Battle. This event pre-cedes the September 11 anniversary of the Battle at Brandywine.

Join us for worship at 11 am, followed by snacks at noon. Free, no registration required.
Looking Ahead
The PYM Spiritual Formation Program (Beginning: September 2010). 
A Spiritual Formation Group consists of members and attenders who make a commitment to form a nurturing spiritual community that will meet together from October to June to support each other on their spiritual journeys, to discern God's leadings, and to recognize and support their gifts and ministries. The Spiritual Formation Groups come together for two retreats -- one at the beginning of the program and one at the end.
Friends and attenders from the various monthly meetings throughout Philadelphia Yearly Meeting will gather for an opening retreat to begin their commitment to a year in supportive community. During this weekend we will reflect on Quaker spirituality and how we are formed inwardly by God. Regional subgroups will begin formation of their own community and will initiate planning of the year's schedule of meetings.
A concluding weekend retreat in the following spring (June 17-19, 2011) will provide a worshipful opportunity to evaluate and enlarge on the program in daily lives of Friendly ministry.
A one-day gathering will be held in the Philadelphia area on February 5th for sharing.
All participants in each local group need to attend these vital retreats of community formation.
For more information: http://www.pym.org/worship-and-care/s-f-program.htm Or contact Registrar Susan Thompson, Newtown Meeting at 267-847-6396 or sthompson@healthfederation.org
New General Secretary at AFSC

After a period of reflection and deep discussion at its meeting of June 12, the Board came to unity in appointing Shan Cretin, the current director of the AFSC’s Pacific Southwest Region, as AFSC’s next General Secretary. She will begin in that role this September. Shan is a former clerk of Pacific Yearly Meeting. For more about her background, please visit the announcement on AFSC’s web site, afsc.org.
New Book: Spirit Rising - Young Quaker Voices, edited by Angelina Conti, Cara Curtis, Wess Daniels, John Lomuria, Emma Condori, Harriet Hart, et al.
Spirit-Rising: Young Quaker Voices is an anthology of non-fiction prose, poetry and visual art by international young Quakers ages 13-40 from all branches of the Religious Society of Friends. The contributors come from 17 countries, including Australia, Bolivia, Burundi, Canada, Cuba, Guatemala, El Salvador, Italy, Kenya, Korea, New Zealand, Nepal, Norway, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States. Available through Quaker Press of FCG (quakerbooks.org; 1-800-966-4556).
Job Opportunity at PYM

Controller - The Controller is responsible for the day-to-day management of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s accounting operations and financial records.   S/he oversees and assures the accurate and timely preparation of payroll, taxes, and other required financial reports in compliance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.

Expected Qualifications and Skills:

Knowledge of non-profit accounting and familiarity with computers, spreadsheets, and accounting software required. 3 to 5 years experience in finance, accounting, or fiscal management.  Bachelor’s Degree required, CMA or equivalent desirable. An active member of the Religious Society of Friends is preferred. Supervisory experience strongly preferred.  Prior working experience with volunteers is highly desirable.

 Please visit our web site (www.pym.org) to view the full job descriptions and the application process, or contact Ginny Connolly, Human Resources Coordinator, humanresources@pym.org or 215-241-7225.
Humor Corner: (kids in church) 3 year-old Reese: 




     “Our Father, Who does art in heaven,





       Harold is His name.





       Amen.”





Quote Corner: O God, I need Thee



 When morning crowds the night away



 And tasks of waking seize my mind



 I need Thy poise.



 When clashes come with those



 Who walk the way with me



 I need Thy smile.



 When love is hard to see



 Amid the ugliness and slime



 I need Thy eyes.



 When the path to take before me



 Lies – I see it – courage flees



 I need Thy faith.



 When the days work is done



 Tired, discouraged, wasted,



 I need Thy rest.







The Rev. Howard Thurman 

The submission deadline for the September newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, August 20. 
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