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First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am

First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am
            Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS

First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

June 2009         

          Hospitality for June

Sunday, 7th    9:30 am

           Breakfast with a Friend—Jean Gajary & Alyson Scott
                       9:30 am

           Worship and Ministry Committee Meeting

                       Rise of Meeting
           Coffee Hour—Sharon Mullally


           12:00 pm 

           Care & Counsel Committee Meeting

Sunday, 14th   9:15 am

           Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting (see below)
                       Rise of Meeting
           Coffee Hour—Margie Felton & Elizabeth Cunningham

Sunday, 21st   9:15 am

           Property Committee Meeting

10:15 am

           Sharing on Sixth Query, Equality

Rise of Meeting
           Monthly Meeting Lunch—Michael Van Hoy


 

                       This month’s committee report-Religious Education

Sunday, 28th   9:15 am 

            Friendly Bible Study


 Rise of Meeting                     Coffee Hour—Valerie Anderson & Tracey Smith-Diggs

First and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm—Experiment with Light, Quaker Meditation. If interested, please contact Jean Gajary at 215-292-4426 or JoAnn Seaver at 215-438-6106.

                                       Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting
              Second Sundays of the Month (  9:15 am, in the Social Room  (  September—June
           No information received. Please listen for an announcement after meeting for worship.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
DEEPENING AND STRENGTHENING OUR MEETING

Each month while we are in the process of deepening and strengthening our Meeting community, we’ll have a brief report, reading or reflection in the newsletter.  Please give yourself and our Meeting the gift of an extra minute or two to read and reflect on these offerings.

This we can say – Australia Yearly Meeting

‘Spirit Now’ was the theme of Australia Yearly Meeting’s summer school 2001

*We affirm that the Spirit is everywhere and always accessible.

We affirm that the Spirit is shaped by the mysteries and contrasts of the ancient Australian landscape, the climate, our rivers and oceans.

*We affirm that ordinary experiences of life – imperfections, yearnings, birth, suffering and death, nature, beauty, art, and science – are the Spirit.

We affirm that the Spirit is in goodwill, in small acts of kindness and in being utterly truthful.

We affirm that being held in he Spirit is a way through brokenness, darkness and sorrow.

We affirm that the Spirit is breath, hope, light, love, dancing, singing, laughing, creativity, wholeness, connectedness, focus, integration, courage, journeying and leadings.

We affirm that the Spirit is unsettling, paradoxical, and doesn’t necessarily follow our timing.

We affirm that the Spirit is in all our ways of living and working.

*We affirm that the Spirit shines through our connections with, and support for each other, and our community.

*We affirm the need for stillness to listen in silence to the Spirit.

*We affirm the utter availability of the Spirit of God.  

                                                                                        Australia Yearly Meeting, 2001

*Were read in meeting for worship with attention to business held Fifth Month 17.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
             Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Fifth Month 17, 2009
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Fifth Month 17, 2009:

We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship.  The Clerk read excerpts from Australia Yearly Meeting’s publication, “This We Can Say” on Experiences of the Spirit.

5-09-1  The Clerk noted that the agenda is posted on the easel prior to the start of the session. 

5-09-2  The Clerk called on Edward Marshall III, head of Greene Street Friends School to report. This is the 154th year of the school and Ed’s 14th year as headmaster and 14th Annual Report. He read the school’s mission statement for Friends. This year the school had 242 students, with particularly strong enrollment in the lower grades. The school is roughly 50% Caucasian and 50% people of color. The school has been “in the black” for 14 years, including this year, despite the very significant economic downturn. Two elements of this are the school’s lack of debt and small endowment.

Annual giving has remained solid and faculty retention has been very good, though two staff members with a total of over 30 years of service will be retiring this year. The school counselor program is now active and working. They are working at a program that is beyond “putting out fires,” but includes prevention, conflict resolution and learning. In an unusual event the school found ways to celebrate the inauguration of Barack Obama as the first African-American president. They did this in the context of a week called “Courageous Community” which included activities aimed at other aspects of the community.

Ed noted the completion and opening of the new building, Hargroves House, which provides new offices and facilities for the school. The work of the capital campaign continues with a significant renovation of the lower school building. In December the bank property was purchased. There is a tenant with a long-term lease, but it is unclear how long they actually will stay. A Futures Committee is considering use of this property as part of a long-term plan for the school facilities. He noted the degree that technology has changed in the last 14 years. All report cards are sent electronically now – though parents also get a hard to copy to validate. They also use an electronic notification service to inform families of closings, changes and other notices. Only 7 parents do not have Internet access – arrangements are made to ensure that they receive information appropriately.

Ed thanked the School Committee members from GSMM, particularly JoAnn Seaver for her years as clerk. He noted that the relationship between the Meeting and School is particularly strong and effective. He then answered Friends questions on various property matters including the new property, renovations and community use.

5-09-3  Andrew Jickling reported for the Property Committee. He related the history of the issue of

the floor tiles in the dining room. While the replacement of the tiles is going forward with the approval of both the School and Property Committee there is concern about the lack of dialogue that accompanied the process. Friends expressed a number of suggestions for increasing communication on property matters. We also considered what property matters are large enough to have the decision brought to Monthly Meeting. 

It was suggested that the frame of reference has changed. We used to think of things in this meetinghouse as the decision of the Meeting and things beyond these walls as the Schools. However, we note that the School has significant interest and activities in this building and the Meeting has significant concern and interest in what happens in the campus property. Perhaps it is time for another structure such as a joint committee to address the more frequent overlapping concerns that are sure to occur in the future. 

We ask the Property and Schools Committees to jointly consult on an ongoing process for addressing property matters in a more useful manner. We ask those committees to report back to us early in the fall. The clerk of the Meeting will facilitate the joint committee efforts. We affirmed the Property Committee’s decision to support the replacement of the tile.

5-09-4  David La Fontaine reported on follow-up to minute 4-09-7, which created term limits to
committee service. The Nominating Committee and Committee on Meeting Structures met jointly and have decided to query committee clerks for their suggestions on how to implement the minute. They are also looking at querying members and attenders on their call to service and skills in order to facilitate the future nominating process.

5-09-5  Jean Prestas reported for the Nominating Committee. They brought forward the following

 nominations for terms starting immediately and serving for 3 years.

Worship and Ministry – Robert Dockhorn

Hospitality – Cynthia Jones and Janet Norton

Outreach – Anne Bayless and Geniver Montalvo

5-09-6  The Clerk noted the minute from last month that we had planned to consider for approval.

The Priorities Process Standing Committee has already released the new draft of the Priorities, which is scheduled to be considered at residential YM sessions. We agreed not to continue work on our minute from Fourth Month. Instead the new priorities document, and our draft minute, will be sent out to Friends so that we are ready to respond to the document at our next meeting.

5-09-7  The Clerk noted the need to reach an understanding of our use of the e-mail list for our

Meeting. She related past uses and a few varied practices. In general, use of the list is limited to direct meeting business. It was noted that the web site is also an option for Friends to announce events and activities. The newsletter is preferred for communicating with Friends as it includes those Friends who do not use e-mail. Friends do need to be aware of newsletter deadlines. The Clerk will summarize current practices in the newsletter so that we may consider this with care next month.

5-09-8  The Clerk made the following announcements:

· A web site has been set-up for the Futures Planning Committee of the school to share information regarding the committees work. The web address is

      http://greenestreetfriends.org/our-future/futures-planning/futures-planning
            and will be published in the newsletter.

· She has received correspondence from Ruth Hyde Paine, a past member who is witnessing as a tax resistor. Ruth sent a donation to the meeting as a part of this witness. Her full letter explaining her ministry will be posted on the bulletin board.

· She has received an announcement for a celebration, scheduled for Ninth Month 12, of the completion of the green renovation of Friends Center. Friends are asked to save the date. We also received a thank you letter for our recent contribution and an update on progress.

· Russell Endo reports that the lawyer has recommended some changes in the draft incorporation documents. After the Trustees review the changes, the new draft will be e-mailed to Friends for their consideration in preparation for next Monthly Meeting.

The Minutes were approved as read.

We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Sixth Month 21.

Sharon Mullally, Clerk             TylaAnn Burger, Recording Clerk

Members Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, TylaAnn Burger, Doris Clinckscale, Eric Corson, Elizabeth Cunningham, Robert Dockhorn, Neal Fordham, David La Fontaine, Andy Jickling, Cynthia Jones, Elizabeth Marsh, Sharon Mullally, Jean Prestis, Allan Walters, Margaret Walters. 

Attenders: Geniver Montalvo, Loretta Lucy Miller, Susan Christian, Anthony DiGiovanni

Guests: Edward Marshall III (GSFS – Germantown MM)

Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 
                                                 About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Developing a policy on the use of the Meeting E-mail list.

We do not have an official policy on use of the Meeting email list, but because of increased requests from members and others to send out notices of activities, it’s time to decide how we want to handle this. Our current practice: 

· We don’t want to overload people with email messages.

· We want people to open the messages that we send.

· We’ve limited the use of the list to notices that are directly related to the business of the Meeting.

· Active members without e-mail access receive hard copies or phone calls.

 

Suggestions from the discussion at Monthly Meeting:

 

· Keep the policy as it is and publicize it so that everyone knows.

· Increase use of the website for meeting and event information (notices can be sent to David La Fontaine or Geniver Montalvo)

· Establish a weekly (Friday afternoon) e-mail notice that contains reminders of meetings, events, etc. This service would not be available to those without e-mail and would be sent only to those who request it.

· Be aware of the extra time it will take for the Meeting secretary to increase e-mail and US mail communications to members and attenders.

· Find out if the school has e-mail notification of events and if meeting members could opt in to that system.

 

If you have other concerns or suggestions, please send them to Sharon Mullally, at sharon.mullally@gmail.com or the phone number or address in the Meeting directory.

 

We will decide upon this policy at Monthly Meeting on June 21st.

 Worship and Ministry to lead a discussion on the query for the month, Equality.

Worship and Ministry will lead a discussion on the query for the month fifteen minutes before the beginning of Meeting for Worship on the third First Day. This month’s query is on Equality. 

Dining room completely unusable during July.

Starting Monday, June 29, the School will be having work done in the dining room to get rid of any asbestos that is there. No one will be allowed in the dining area during that time. July is the month that Green St. Friends meet at Germantown Monthly Meeting with Germantown Friends. The dining room will again be available in August, when the two Meetings meet here.

Address change: Cynthia Jones, 7303 McCallum St., Philadelphia, PA 19119. There is no change in her phone number or e-mail address.

Lateness to Meeting for Worship from the Worship and Ministry Committee 

Members and attenders at the meeting for worship with attention to business held on April 19, 2009 discussed lateness for worship. Several expressed the importance of being on time for Meeting for Worship. All are encouraged to come for worship at 10:30 but even if you are not able to arrive at 10:30, we would still like you to come. Sometimes lateness to worship is unavoidable.  In other cases it could be corrected by taking more personal responsibility.

 

· It was reported that lateness is a problem that all Meetings share.

· Other Meetings have handled the problem in several ways.

· Periodic reminders are presented about punctuality.

· The Meeting designates one door for entry after worship has begun.

· Latecomers are encouraged to sit near the designated entry door.

· Latecomers gather outside the Meeting Room and enter as a group at a suitable entry time.

 

The Worship and Ministry Committee seeks guidance in this matter through the Inner Light.

 

Doris Clinkscale, Clerk of Worship and Ministry, for the Worship and Ministry Committee.
All the World’s a Stage 
 The godly play makes its debut Off-Off-Off! Broadway at the GMM Stage

                                                                                                                            by a Roving Reporter

On May 3, 2009, playwrights-teachers-impresarios-and all-around-good-people, Michael and Judy Van Hoy and the children of GSMM, did it again with a spectacular production of “The Savior of God,” a pageant-play-musical echoing Medieval pageantry, Shakespearean theatre, Ancient Greek tragedy, the Grinch that Stole Christmas, and the Wizard of Oz, not necessarily in that order.  Impresario Michael, coiffed and in coat and tie (as opposed to frequent church lady dress) announced to us the play and our audience participation stage directions (signs that signaled us to mimic hurricanes and other weather-related phenomena).  The hero/heroine, Virginia (a girl played by Kenji Endo), a good person with a vibrant Inner Light, found him/her self transported from the shadows of William Penn in the courtyard of Philadelphia City Hall, to a strange land, Munchkinland, full of donut holes, and threatened by storms of Doubt.  Doubt, the (wicked) witch, was ably played by Judy Van Hoy who snarled and waved out biting remarks from the facing bench, made us all question the value of goodness and the validity of faith in God when we are lost.  We, the audience, were responsible for sound effects such as hurricanes, thunderstorms, oohs and ahs, and were given fresh sprigs of fragrant wisteria to hide behind at appropriate moments.  

Along the way, Virginia meets a scarecrow, Matthew (played by Romanze Boyd, ably and antically in a way that made us all almost fall to the floor laughing), a man with no brain, but a good heart, who with a tilt of his head (topped by a tin funnel) while dancing in overalls conveys successfully to us all the giddy feeling of vacuousness, especially when enunciating his questions between mouthfuls of Dunkin Donuts “Donut holes for Munchkins.”  Soon, the scarecrow, Matthew, meets up with Mark, the tin man with no heart (played by Lily McDevitt) who suddenly finds an Elvis Presley identity and deep soul due to a sudden steep drop in singing voice via Michael’s voice-over, and she soon sways into song, and they go off “to see the Wizard.”

God has made an early appearance in the colorful and vibrant Inner Light Friendliness of Linda Singleton who conveys to the crew the tools with which to go through the land of Doubt, which is faith, and the crew endures desert, storms, tornados, and other happenings, including an appearance by Luke (played by Keiko Endo) Skywalker waving a light saber, and they are saved by Jesus (played courageously and ably by George Smith-Diggs) who also asks the crew for a quick love huddle before they all go off to deal with Doubt.  Jesus affirms, “Yes, Virginia, there is a Savior!”  And Doubt melts in remorse and gets in touch with her Inner Light.  Joy reigns.  But the kids continue to ask, Where is God?  A dramatic moment then occurs in the scenery.  A magnificent curtain (hung on the guise of an ordinary laundry rack) suddenly opens up and the whole crew, including we in the audience, now see ourselves via a huge mirror inside, and divine energy reverberates throughout the Meeting Room and now onto you!  May the spirit of this production make its way onto the streets of Philadelphia and onto our lives!

Poetry from Greene Street Friends School by Grace DiGiovanni, Grade 3, daughter of attenders Bethann & Anthony DiGiovanni.

Hope
President Obama is hope.             The whole school watched

He is hopeful in everything           the Inauguration.

he does. Hope is peace.                 Hope is the way.

Report from the School about their Futures Committee and new website.
The GSFS Futures Committee has been formed in order to begin planning for the future use of space and development of facilities made possible by the acquisition of the adjacent bank property. This

committee, made up of a number of meeting and school committee members, alumni, parents and administrators of the school will work over the coming twelve months to develop a schematic, or set of

overall directions for the school to use as it subsequently undertakes specific planning for the development of the property.

The co-clerks of the committee, Russ Endo and Koof Kalkstein, have met with the school committee, Green Street Monthly Meeting, members of the Parents Association and the school faculty and staff to

describe the Committee's charter and process.  The Committee held its initial organizing meeting on Wednesday, April 29th.  You can find a summary of the meeting on the Greene Street Website at:

http://greenestreetfriends.org/our-future/futures-planning/futures-planning.

It is our expectation that this committee will be soliciting extensive input from the school and meeting community in the coming year and we hope to be able to provide in-person interactions as well

as web-based forums to do this.  If you have any comments or suggestions about the committee and/or its work, please feel free to share them with Koof at koof@aol.com.

                                     [[[[[[[[[[[[

                                       The Sixth Query on Equality

How does our Meeting help to create and maintain a society whose institutions recognize and do away with the inequities rooted in patterns of prejudice and economic convenience?

Is our Meeting open to all regardless of race, ability, sexual orientation, or class?

What steps are we taking as a Meeting to assure that our Meeting and the committees and institutions under our care reflect our respect for all and are free from practices rooted in prejudice?

Do I examine myself for aspects of prejudice that may be buried, including beliefs that seem to justify biases based on race, gender, sexual orientation, disability, class, and feelings of inferiority or superiority?
What am I doing to help overcome the contemporary effects of past and present oppression?
Am I teaching my children, and do I show through my way of living, that love of God includes affirming the equality of people, treating others with dignity and respect, and seeking to recognize and address that of God within every person?

                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)

Interested in summer camp? See information on the bulletin board or the small table at the head of the stairs about Camp Darkwater. Camp Onas, Gwynedd MM Peace Camp, or Friends Music Camp.

Workshops and/or Short Courses (SC) at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed here. Please contact Pendle Hill.)
June 14-18   The Light Without: Introduction to Outdoor Landscape Painting with Larry Sexton (SC)
June 21-25   Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography, with Dan Wakefield (SC)
June 21-25   Women Weaving Work and Worship with Sara Knisely  (SC)

June 28-July 2  Awakening the Imagination: Theatre for Personal and Social Transformation (SC)

June 28-July 2   Creative Journal Making – and Journaling with Genevieve Wimp-McCann (SC)
July 5-9        A Call to Lead with Cathy Draine and April Nicholson (SC)

July 5-9        Noticing God’s Nudges: Spiritual Discernment with Nancy Bieber (SC)

July 10-12    Clerking the Small Meeting with Peggy Dyson-Cobb and Katherine Smith
Pendle Hill's Summer Speaker Series Promotes Radically Faithful Living

Thursday evenings, June 18—July 23 at 7:30 pm. Please see posting on bulletin board in the hallway or contact Pendle Hill.

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Summer Session, July 29 – August 2 at De Sales University . 

The “One Book, One Yearly Meeting” working group has selected the new book “Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth Economy.”  This is the second year for Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's “One

Book” initiative for religious education. Monthly Meetings are invited and encouraged to build connections among Friends of all ages by facilitating conversations, discussions and activities around "Right Relationship" and a companion book selected for children, "Earth Care: World Folktales to Talk About." The working group has created a free, downloadable curriculum available at www.pym.org/education/onebook. This curriculum includes queries, book extracts and activities for adults, children and multi-generational groups. Both books are available at a 10 % discount through QuakerBooks of FGC, www.quakerbooks.org, 1-800-966-4556. Free copies can be borrowed from the PYM Library, library@pym.org or 215-241-7220.

Earthcare is Focus for Children's Sessions this summer at De Sales University.
PYM Children's Sessions will focus on the query, How can we "Live up to the Light" around earthcare? The children's program will feature activities and stories built around the book "Earth Care: World Folktales to Talk About" by Margaret MacDonald. Earth Care is the 2009 Philadelphia Yearly Meeting "One Book, One Yearly Meeting" children's book. Children at Summer Sessions will grow into a close community taking time for spiritual growth through play, worship, and service. The program will include Quaker stories from Faith and Play, the recently published curricula based on Godly Play(r). Children's Sessions will meet morning and evening -- at the same time as the adult sessions. Afternoons will be left free for Friendly community building, relaxation, spiritual nurture, fun and workshops for Friends of all ages. Mark your calendars for July 29-August 2 to join us for five wonderful days of PYM "summer camp" at Yearly Meeting Sessions! For information or to register, please contact Kathy Foster Singer, Children's Religious Life Coordinator, at 215-241-7526, kathys@pym.org
Children's Summer Sessions is looking for Volunteer Staff

Enthusiastic volunteers are needed to create an incredible Sessions experience for children. No experience is needed. The Children's Sessions Planning Group and PYM staff will support volunteers with an orientation/retreat in July, curricula plans and activities, and fellowship with other Children's Sessions staff. Children's Sessions volunteers receive a fee waiver covering up to the full cost of attending Sessions. There are different levels of time commitment. Find one that works for you and join us as we worship, play, and learn about earth care in the Spirit! If interested in volunteering, please contact Children's Sessions Coordinator Elizabeth Schmidt: childrenssessions@pym.org, 215-241-7236. 

Job opportunities are posted on the bulletin board at the head of the stairs to the dining area.

Administrative Assistant (part-time 60%) at PYM

Care and Aging Resource Development Coordinator (part-time 70%; term limited: 18-24 months)

Teacher Training on Conflict Resolution

Register now for the PYM Non-Violence and Children Working Group's annual training for elementary and middle school educators -- "Building Safe Communities in our Classrooms and Conflict Resolution Skills in our Students" -- Friday, August 14 and Saturday, August 15 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia. This two-day workshop will provide participants with practical strategies to build a caring classroom community, teach kids creative conflict resolution skills, help kids learn to manage their anger, integrate conflict resolution teaching into an ongoing classroom curriculum and support kids' resiliency. Act 48 credits available for Pennsylvania educators. Scholarships are available to PYM members. Childcare gladly provided by request. A $40 fee includes training, meals, information packet and handouts.  For more information and to register contact Elke Muller at elkem@pym.org or 215-241-7223.

Quaker Lesbian Conference, August 21-23

The 33rd Quaker Lesbian Conference will take place the weekend of August 21-23 at the Brinton House at Pendle Hill. The theme is "To Everything There Is a Season: A Time to Gather." For information email QLConf@aol.com or visit http://qlcnews.blogspot.com. The Quaker Lesbian Conference exists to be a loving time and space in which self-defined women (including those who are transgendered) who are Quaker or familiar with Quakerism, and who are lesbian, bisexual, or moving towards those identities, can connect with Spirit and with each other. We envision a community in which each woman shares worship, spiritual exploration and loving relationships in an environment that embraces diversity, individual leadings, struggle, and play."

From the Greater Pennsylvania Climate Action Network

Many vested interests are constantly lobbying our legislators to NOT enact needed climate legislation and treaties. In 2008 there were 2340 paid lobbyists in Washington working on climate change issues. Of these,7 out of 8 were advocating against needed climate action. The amount spent on lobbying and political contributions by opponents of global warming action last year was about $450 million. 

Our legislators need to hear from us. They need to know of our support for strong action on global warming. We cannot match the dollars available to the opponents of global warming action, but we have science and the long term good of humanity backing us in our legislative contacts. We can promote strong global warming action by raising public awareness of the need for it through personal communications and letters to the editor. 

Humor Corner: (Quaker humor)  What do you get if you cross a Quaker with a Jehovahs Witness? Some bloke who’ll knock on your door … and then say absolutely nothing for an entire hour.
From the Meeting Secretary: Dance as though no is watching you,





Love as though you have never been hurt before,

                                               Sing as though no one can hear you,

                                               Live as though heaven is on earth.  

                                                                                            Sousa




The submission deadline for the July/August newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, June 22.
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