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  First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am
  First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

  Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
  First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

June 2011         
Sunday, 5th
        9:30 am
             Breakfast with a Friend—Volunteer(s) needed


       Rise of Meeting    Coffee Hour—Sharon Mullally and Selette James



       12:00
             Care & Counsel Committee Meeting
Sunday, 12th
         Rise of Meeting    Coffee Hour—Susan Christian and Elizabeth Cunningham

Sunday, 19th
      9:15 am
             Property Committee Meeting


      Rise of Meeting   Monthly Meeting Lunch— TylaAnn/Freddie Burger



      12:45
           Meeting for business





           Report: Religious Education

Sunday, 26th 
      9:15 am                     Friendly Bible Study

                  Rise of Meeting    Coffee Hour —Patrick Egan/David La Fontaine

                      (
    Draft Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Fifth Month 15, 2011
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Fifth Month 15, 2011:

We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship. 
5-11-1
The Clerk read the Fifth Query on Education from PYM Faith and Practice. Friends considered the query in worship. Several Friends were led to speak on their concerns for public education and the many issues facing public school systems. Gratitude was expressed for the work of our own school, but with the understanding that this good work highlights what is not available in public education.
5-11-2 
The Clerk read the draft minutes from last month. The minutes were approved as read with appreciation for Alyson Scott’s comprehensive minute taking.

5-11-3
Edward Marshall III, Head of Greene Street Friends School, presented the Annual Report of GSFS, which is attached. Rather than focus on the written report, Ed spoke of the experiences generated by the work on the Master Plan. He has been visiting with alumni and supporters in many regions about their memories and concern for the School. He described the changes in the school over time. The school is much more diverse in its current experience and the emphasis on accessibility has been significant in planning and decision-making. 

Ed described the continuing effort to encourage the inclusiveness while maintaining both financial stability and a rich program. He described the future planning and how consideration of the Master Plan is working to maintain that balance of diversity, financial stability and the need to improve some resources that are important in providing resources for the future of the School. Friends asked several questions about planning and consideration of the capital campaign, including the size of the goal, outside support and consulting, possible sources and community outreach. Ed responded to the questions with and offered an explanation of how fundraising for GSFS is somewhat different that more standard campaign planning. 

Wilson Felter, Associate Head, rose to speak of the Quaker identity of GSFS. He reported that this identity comes from the meeting and the leadership, but also from the ethos and community of the School. He described the “we believe” statements that are present in all aspects of school life. The understanding of continuing revelation is present in teaching, learning and decision-making. All meetings are started with silence. This is not done as an automatic, unconsidered habit, but as a process that is talked about and is a conscious part of process. Wilson described the use of Quaker process in meetings of many school bodies and the use of committees in discernment processes. He invited Friends to come to school worship on Wednesdays at 8:30 am. He explained that they work to teach students respect for the silence and learning to listen for their guides. 

Wilson described teaching the process of nominating class members for the student group TORCH. The group is run by the students using Meeting for Business practices. Teachers are members of the body and students are nominated as clerks and for other roles. This year a major concern has been a decision about a “mascot” for the school. The process took the time needed and has now resulted in the mascot name of GSFS Hawks.

Wilson explained that community and world issues, Quaker responses and diverse community responses are opportunities for conversations, learning and understanding. He described how recent news events have been taken up as a conversation within the School about understanding diverse responses based on Quaker and community values. He also noted that the recent visit of 15 meeting members with the school had “upped the game” in bringing Quaker presence into the life of the School.
5-11-4
The Trustees brought forward the name of Alyson Scott as a new member of the Trustees. The nomination was approved. They also reported the following terms for members of the Trustees. 

To May 2012


To May 2013


To May 2014

Doris Clinkscale


Richard T. Bansen

Richard F. Betts

Elizabeth A. Cunningham

Sharon Mullally

Robert Dockhorn

David La Fontaine


Alyson Scott


Russell S. Endo
5-11-5
Daniel McDevitt, who is on the board at the Germantown Y, explained how the organization is seeking to restart their youth care programs.  The “Y” is seeking a variance to amend their current certificate of occupancy to add the childcare program and is seeking letters of support from community organizations.  It was approved for GSMM to send a letter of support.
5-11-6
A Naming Committee for recommending appointees to the Nominating Committee was established several months ago.  This committee consists of Margaret Walters, David La Fontaine and Anthony DiGiovanni.  The Naming Committee was reminded of the need to bring forward two names to the June business meeting.
5-11-7
The Meeting Secretary is working on putting together the updated directory for distribution in September and requested updates be sent to her as soon as possible.

Held over: 
The Minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting.

We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Sixth Month 19.

Robert Dockhorn, Interim Clerk


TylaAnn Burger, Alternate Recording Clerk

Members Present: Charlotte Anderson, Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, TylaAnn Burger, Elizabeth Cunningham, Anthony DiGiovanni, Robert Dockhorn, Gabbreell James, David La Fontaine, Daniel McDevitt, Sharon Mullally, Jonathan Perry, Alyson Scott, JoAnn Seaver, Margaret Walters 
Attenders: Walter Hjelt Sullivan, William Van Stone, Catherine White
Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 

Guests: Edward Marshall III (Head – GSFS), Wilson Felter (Associate Head - GSFS), Karin Thompson- 8th grade GSFS member, Steven Thompson

                                     About our F/friends

                         (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)

Tribe 1 Concert and Dessert Buffet will be held again at Green Street Meeting on Saturday June 4. 

This is the second of these concerts to be held at Green Street Meeting; the event is an annual fundraiser that supports sending local African Heritage people to the Black Liberation and Community Development workshop, a summer leadership development workshop.  Tickets are sliding scale starting at $20.  Niyonu Spann is the leader of Tribe 1, which is an ensemble of singers, poets and drummers dedicated to performing songs of transformation-songs which nurture the soul and remind us of our interconnection-songs that inspire and motivate us to shout for joy ~ vibrate with truth.  Through songs, poetry and movement, Tribe 1 rouses the heart, bridges disconnection, and awakens the audience to the essential joy, unity and compassion of human experience. They have performed at the Annual Sessions of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. The concert starts at 7:30, and is followed by a buffet of desserts and ice cream. Contact Susan Christian, 215-438-2125, susanchristian28@gmail.com for tickets and information.  

Sunday, June 5, Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting

Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting will be held at Frankford Monthly Meeting at 1500 Orthodox St., in Philadelphia. Meeting for worship is at 10:00. There will be a simple lunch provided after meeting and tours of the school will be available. From 12:30 to 2:00 there will be a brief consent agenda, then presentations by Friends talking their work in outreach, including Fair Hill Burial Ground. There will be time for all to share their concerns and visions. All are welcome. For directions to Frankford MM, please go to frankford.quaker.org. For questions about the program please contact Gael Livingston, the PQM coordinator at 215-241-7067 or philaqtr.@pym.org. 
Greene Street Friends School 8th Grade Graduation. All are welcome.
On Friday, June 10, beginning at 6:00 pm. at Green Street Meeting, the Greene Street graduation ceremony will interweave speeches by each member of the graduating class with music and remarks by the Head of School, teachers and a representative of the school's alumni. Each student will receive a book from the Meeting, an alumni lapel pin, and the Spirit of Greene Street award will also be presented. 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions, Wednesday, July 27th through Sunday July 31st,
Theme: Powerful Beyond Measure: Trusting the Call to Leadership

Please see the announcement in the News and Announcements section.

Loss of Betty Bradford Schmitt

Our member Betty B. Schmitt died on April 21 at her home. She was born in Philadelphia. She graduated from Germantown High School and continued her education at the Palmer Business School here in Philadelphia. She met her husband John Schmitt (also a member of the Meeting until he died), while she 

was working at the YMCA. She and her family were very active members at Fair Hill Preparative Meeting until that Meeting closed. She was a longtime aide at the Elwood Elementary School in Oak Lane. She enjoyed gardening, was an exceptional cook, and a baker well known for her cookies. 
Friendly reminder:

This is just to remind you that contributions to our Meeting are welcome all throughout the year as doing so would help both the Meeting and, possibly, your own budget planning so as to contributions to Meeting.  As you know, we have kept our expenses lean and have maintained our meaningful expenses to keep our Meeting operations going, including helping contribute to other needy organizations, but that our own budget income payout has been significantly lowered from in past years. Also, that compared to other church organizations, as a body, we haven't in the past contributed proportionately to our good will and we hope that we may all bring our energies through this budget year to a bigger collective contribution.  Please do what you are able to, and feel free to contact our Treasurer, David La Fontaine, if you have any questions regarding setting up direct bank contributions, etc.  Many thanks.    The Budget Committee
More new books in the Meeting library.

100 Ways America is Screwing up the World

Why do they hate us? That's a question many Americans have asked, particularly since Sept. 11, 2001. There is no simple answer. And while John Tirman's 100 Ways America is Screwing Up the World may not be specifically intended to address that question, it certainly is a step toward some comprehension of America's current stature in the court of world opinion.  The book is meant to be a liberal response to similarly titled books attacking the left. Tirman's intent, is to address issues and events. He covers everything from politics to health issues to religion to economics to pop culture. It may, however, serve best as an introduction to America's path to its problems on the global stage.

 

Above All, Be Kind: Raising a Humane Child in Challenging Times

Above All, Be Kind teaches parents how to raise their children to be humane in the broadest sense—to become not only more compassionate in their interactions with family and friends, but to grow up to make life choices that demonstrate respect for the environment, other species, and all people. The book includes chapters for early, middle, teenage, and young adult years, as well as activities, issue sidebars, cases, tips, and profiles. Zoe Weil is cofounder and president of the International Institute for Humane Education. She developed the first graduate program in humane education in the U.S. and conducts frequent humane education workshops. She is the author of several humane education books for young people.
 

Back Bench  (Fiction) 

"It's 1837, and fourteen-year-old Quaker Myra Harlan's mother has died, forcing her to leave her home and family in the country to live in Philadelphia. Shocked by the racism she sees all around her and caught in the aftermath of the Orthodox-Hicksite split in the Religious Society [of] Friends, Myra longs for her mother and struggles to make friends until she finds the Female Anti-Slavery Society, Lucretia Mott, Sarah Douglass, and -- ultimately -- herself." Included are guidelines and questions for a book club or study group.

  

Blood of the Prodigal  (Mystery)

A series that explores a fascinating culture set purposely apart. In the wooded Amish hill country, a professor at a small college, a local pastor, and the county sheriff are the only ones among the mainstream, or "English," who possess the instincts and skills to work the cases that impact all county residents, no matter their code of conduct or religious creed. When an Amish boy is kidnapped, a bishop, fearful for the safety of his followers, plunges three outsiders into the traditionally closed society of the "Plain Ones."
                                    [[[[[[[[[[[[ 

                          The Sixth Query on Equality
How does our Meeting help to create and maintain a society whose institutions recognize and do away with the inequities rooted in patterns of prejudice and economic convenience?

Is our Meeting open to all regardless of race, ability, sexual orientation, or class?

What steps are we taking as a Meeting to assure that our Meeting and the committees and institutions under our care reflect our respect for all and are free from practices rooted in prejudice?

Do I examine myself for aspects of prejudice that may be buried, including beliefs that seem to justify biases based on race, gender, sexual orientation, disability, class, and feelings of inferiority or superiority?
What am I doing to help overcome the contemporary effects of past and present oppression?
Am I teaching my children, and do I show through my way of living, that love of God includes affirming the equality of people, treating others with dignity and respect, and seeking to recognize and address that of God within every person?
                               [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                              News and Announcements
Summer Camps

Friends, there is lots of information about various summer camps on the bulletin board at the head of the stairs and on the small table by the stairs.

The Way of the Artist: Pendle Hill Speaker Series Tuesday Evenings, 7:30-9:00 pm in the Barn. Free.
Come explore the “Way of the Artist” with us as we hear from ten Quakers who have followed a deep call to the creative life and discovered the power of the arts for prayer, spiritual practice, healing, teaching, building community, and creating social change. These evenings are free.

Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask Pendle Hill staff. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed. Please go to their website, or call them for more information.) 

June 3-5
Healing Through Dark Emotions: The Wisdom of Grief, Fear, and Despair in an Age of

                         Global Threats

June 3-5
Sharing Sacred Stories

June 15-16
The Legacy of Howard and Anna Brinton

June 23
Timeless Stories for the Living Earth, 7:30 pm, free

June 26-30
Women Weaving Work and Worship (Must have basic skills in your choice of craft)

July 1-3
Yoga: A Tool for Spiritual Deepening

July 3-7
Holding in the Light, Framing the Sacred – Photography in the digital age

July 10-4
Creating From the Spirit

July 15-17
Inquirers’ Weekend (If interested, register early. These weekends usually fill up quickly.)
July 15-17 
Spiritual Awakening through Authentic Movement 

July 24-28
Intensive Journal Program for Personal/Spiritual Growth

July 29-31
Poetry is Healing – Speaking and Writing Truth from the Heart

A Summer Resident Program at Pendle Hill, June 26-August 6. Minimum stay is for 2 weeks.  Phone # is above, with ext. 161, or e-mail dwalker@pendlehill.org                 

Germantown Meeting is throwing a party to celebrate the new Chestnut Hill MM meetinghouse.

Germantown Monthly Meeting is hosting a party to help celebrate the new Chestnut Hill MM meetinghouse on Friday, June 10.  All are invited for an evening of food and fellowship. Food will include at least some vegan options, with potluck desserts welcome. Mark your calendars now and join us from 6:30 to 8:30 on Friday, June 10 at Germantown Monthly Meeting. And yes, it is partly a fundraiser. The dinner is free. Chestnut Hill MM will give a presentation. Any donations will be most welcome.

Interim Meeting –Saturday, June 11, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Refreshments: 9:00 am. Meeting begins at 9:30 am. The meeting will be considering various possible budgets. Contact: Jill Tafoya at: 215-241-7211

Friends Association for Higher Education Annual Conference – June 16-19, at Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. “Living Our Heritage: Seeking Equality Through Education”. All are invited to the FAHE annual conference. Join us in reflecting on how to deepen our global orientation in our lives as teachers and learners, administrators and mentors. Check out the rich array of workshops, panels, and stimulating, open-ended discussions on all aspects of education, broadly conceived.

Keynote speakers include Eboo Patel (4 pm, Friday), founder of a national movement promoting interfaith religious cooperation; and members of ProNica (Friday morning), a Quaker organization supporting the people of Nicaragua as they empower themselves. Saturday evening’s program will take place at Pendle Hill, in honor of Howard and Anna Brinton.

Doug Bennett, President of Earlham College, reflects that FAHE conferences help him as he nurtures “the connection between my professional role and my spiritual groundedness in Quakerism.” Join Doug and others in nurturing that vital connection, together with a lively, diverse community of f/Friends. 

For more information, visit: http://www.earlham.edu/~fahe/current%20conference.htm.
Twilight Meeting for Worship; June 26, July 31, Aug. 28, Sept. 25, Oct. 23. 

Join Newtown Square Friends for Twilight Meeting for Worship outside at various parks and preserves in Chester County. Meet at 7 pm at the Newtown Square Friends Meeting House, 120 North Newtown Street Road (Route 252), Newtown Square, Pa. Meeting for Worship is between 7 and 9 p.m. For more information, contact John Custer at jscuster@verizon.net.
 Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions, Wednesday, July 27th through Sunday July 31st,
Theme: Powerful Beyond Measure: Trusting the Call to Leadership

 (Pre-Sessions Gathering to be held during the day on Wed., July 27th)

Annual Sessions provides the opportunity for Friends to gather together, guided by Spirit to learn from and support one another's work in our Meetings and the wider world, for discernment of the business of our Yearly Meeting, and to connect with others in fellowship and fun. At this juncture in the life of our Yearly Meeting, we will be together in worship, get to know one another's spiritual lives in anchor groups, and participate in conversation and activities to help us move forward, with a focus on visioning our future in changing times.

Participation in Annual Sessions by Friends of all ages and from all Meetings is vital to our Yearly Meeting. Work grants and scholarships are available for those who need financial support to attend. Families will be supported in attending Annual Sessions thanks to new and continuing initiatives: funding for children from the Education Standing Committee means children entering 8th grade or younger can attend for free if they stay in their parents' rooms; scholarship funding is available for high school students; and the Family Neighborhood, will house families with children near one another in the dormitories.

First-time attenders are particularly invited to participate. The program fee will be waived on Saturday for Friends who haven't attended Sessions in the last five years.

This year's theme is Powerful Beyond Measure: Trusting the Call to Leadership. During these challenging times for our world and our community, what leaders might emerge from our time together in Annual Sessions? For more information, please contact: Tricia Coscia at 215-241-7238, sessions@pym.org. or visit the PYM website at: www.pym.org

Two-Day Workshop for Teachers – Friday-Saturday, Aug. 12-13, 8:30 am-4 pm. Making Classrooms Safe for Kids: Community Building To Reduce Conflict and Bullying.
Organized by the Non-Violence and Children Working Group, this annual teacher’s workshop is scheduled for August 12th and 13th from 8:30 -4:00 at Arch Street Meeting House. The program will discuss ways teachers can support students’ resiliency and provide alternatives to violence. Educators will learn how to guide students in conflict resolution, anger management, and anti-bullying interventions. Act 48 credits are available. To receive a registration form, please contact the Friends in Education Coordinator, Grace Cooke, at gracec@pym.org , or call Grace at 215-241-7224. To download registration form, visit: http://www.pym.org/event/two-day-workshop%E2%80%94-making-classrooms-safe-kids-community-building-reduce-conflict-and-bullying.

A Closer Walk with Thee - 3rd Annual Northeastern Christ-Centered Friends Gathering. Sept. 2-5 (Labor Day Weekend).
 To be held at Powell House in Old Chatham, New York. For more information contact Herb Lape, Planning Committee Clerk: lapeherb@gmail.com. To register for this or any Powell House conference, go to http://powellhouse.org/. This third annual gathering of Christ-centered Friends from the Northeast at Powell House reaffirms our original epistle from our 2009 gathering: “to Friends everywhere, and to all who seek love, joy, hope, and meaning in life” and “Knowing that language and doctrinal notions have caused unnecessary divisions among people of faith, we have no desire to add to these, but simply to stand with Jesus Christ at an open door, where He offers His light and love.” Our second gathering, 2010, called us to “be Living Epistles of Christ” as written in 2 Corinthians 3:2-3.

Fee: $200. For campers on the grounds: $100. Efforts are being made to help make attendance affordable to anyone who wishes to be present. Donations to a scholarship fund may be sent to Powell House, attn: Ann Davidson, with “Labor Day Weekend” on the memo line.

For more information contact Herb Lape, Planning Committee Clerk: lapeherb@gmail.com. To register for this or any Powell House conference, go to http://powellhouse.org/.

Pre-registration for the 2012 Quaker Pilgrimage.
Pre-registration for the next Quaker Pilgrimage to England (July 16-22, 2012) is now open.  Join Quaker Pilgrims and trip leaders, Irene McHenry (Chestnut Hill Meeting, Pa.) and Deborra Sines Pancoe (Abington Meeting, Pa.) to explore the roots of the Religious Society of Friends. With a guide from Britain Yearly Meeting, the 2012 PYM Quaker Pilgrimage will explore England’s “1652 Country”. To pre-register, contact Deborra Sines-Pancoe at deborra@friendscouncil.org.

The PYM Publications Services Group is seeking new members. 
We are a small group of Friends, whose job it is to reprint existing PYM publications, to encourage Friends to publish writings of interest to PYM and beyond. We support those in the process of creating new publications for Friends, and we are currently rewriting an outreach brochure.

In order to do this important task we need Friends with experience in editing, writing, publishing, or knowledge of Quaker history and practice. Knowing what Quakers have published and what is needed would also be helpful. Would your particular skills fit with what the Publications Services Group needs? Please contact Marty Smith, Clerk at mgsmithnj@verizon.net or by phone 856-234-5295.

The PYM Indian Committee. 
The Indian Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is one of the oldest committees still functioning in the U.S. Organized in 1795 by Quakers in Philadelphia, the committee still serves two functions. The first is that we make grants to Native American groups as they request funds for a short-term project of their choice, something that will benefit members of their tribe or nation. We have funded such projects as a sound system for a tribal storyteller and herbal healer, a project to help at risk teens on a reservation, and a dictionary for Maliseet Indians to help preserve their language.

The committee also serves as a Quaker group aware of past injustices to Native peoples; we help advocate for them today. The Indian Committee is, as Jada Jackson has said, “the face of PYM to Native people.” We are always looking for new members, so if you would like to learn more and/or attend a meeting, please contact Kate deRiel (email: katederiel@verizon.net; phone: 610-446-8383). Our treasurer, Louis LeFevre, is especially looking for someone with financial abilities to serve as a “treasurer in training.” We meet once a month, usually on the third Saturday of each month, except for July and August. The Indian Committee is an amazing group of Quakers and we all learn together from our Native friends about themselves and what they might need.

Humor Corner (church bulletin bloopers)

Thursday at 5:00 pm, there will be a meeting of the Little Mothers Club. All ladies wishing to be “Little Mothers” will meet with the Pastor in his private study.

(For the group of ladies called Moms Who Care and Pray for the children in the school.) When their meeting was cancelled one week: “There will be no Moms who care this week.”

On Wednesday, the Ladies’ Liturgy Group will meet. Mrs. Johnson will sing “Put Me in My Little Bed” accompanied by the Pastor.

Quote Corner: When you come to your meetings...what do you do? Do you then gather together bodily only, and kindle a fire, compassing yourselves about with the sparks of your own kindling, and so please yourselves, and walk in the light of your own fire, and in the sparks which you have kindled...? Or rather, do you sit down in True Silence, resting from your own Will and Workings, and waiting upon the Lord, with your minds fixed in that Light wherewith Christ has enlightened you, until the Lord breathes life in you, refresheth you, and prepares you, and your spirits and souls, to make you fit for his service, that you may offer unto him a pure and spiritual sacrifice?

William Penn, 1677

The submission deadline for the July/August newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, June 17, for everything except the minutes from the meeting for worship with a concern for business.
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