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First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am

First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am
            Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS

First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

March 2009         

 Hospitality for March

Sunday, 1st    9:30 am

                       Breakfast with a Friend— Bob Dockhorn

                       9:30 am

           Worship & Ministry Committee Meeting

                       Rise of Meeting
           Coffee Hour—Paul Jablonski and Hewitt Malone


           12:00 pm 

           Care & Counsel Committee Meeting

Saturday, 7th  When you go to bed               DST-put your clock forward by one hour.

Sunday, 8th   9:15 am

                       Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting (see below)
                       Rise of Meeting
           Coffee Hour—C. Marshall-Womack and E. Marsh
Sunday, 15th   9:15 am

           Property Committee Meeting

Rise of Meeting
           Monthly Meeting Lunch—V. Anderson and T. Smith-Diggs


 


           This month’s committee report-Hospitality Committee
Sunday, 22nd   9:15 am 


 Friendly Bible Study


 Rise of Meeting                      Coffee Hour—JoAnn Seaver
Sunday, 29th   Rise of Meeting

Coffee Hour—Richard Betts and Ethel Trefsger
First and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm—Experiment with Light, Quaker Meditation. If interested, please contact Jean Gajary at 215-292-4426 or JoAnn Seaver at 215-438-6106.

                                       Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting
              Second Sundays of the Month (  9:15 am, in the Social Room  (  September—June
Several meeting members traveled on behalf of our Deepening and Strengthening process to a retreat on the Business of the Meeting. They will share insights, inspirations, and possible directions that emerged from that retreat. (Remember to set your clocks so you can get here on time.)

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
DEEPENING AND STRENGTHENING OUR MEETING

 Reflections from our member TylaAnn Burger on our humanness as we do our work together:

Some weeks ago I was comforting a Young Adult Friend who had taken on coordinating one aspect of a major Quaker event. The event had actually arrived, she had received less support than she had needed and things seemed very frayed. At the last minute all of the “leaders” who had not given her the support she needed during planning and setup walked in and asked how they could help – just at the moment when she actually needed to be running the program – not talking to them. She was in tears, both angry and disappointed.

 

I explained to her – in my kindest tones and holding her in my arms – that working in the RsoF really stinks. That our expectations of people were all too often met by their humanness and that we needed to expect disappointment. That Friends usually would have liked to meet our expectations but were too overwhelmed themselves, unskilled, or even clueless. The nice thing is that in the RSoF is that we are rarely malicious, though even that is not unheard of. She immediately started laughing and said she always knew I would tell her the truth. We went to work on finishing her setup and I was able to show her how well her program was doing, even without the support she felt was so important. I asked her to take credit for what she had accomplished.

 

As the program wound up I stopped to see her again and reminded her of what I had said earlier. I affirmed that working in the RSoF frequently really stinks. However – God does not and neither do the people who are actually paying attention to God’s leadings. That the experience of being in a gathered meeting, doing work that has come from a gathered place, talking and working with Friends who have shared that experience and feeling God’s presence in worship or at work makes the humanness of the RSoF worth it – most of the time.

I am sorry to say that Friends seem to be either more human these days or more assimilated to the prevailing culture. The amount of entitlement is unreal. However, I am still not prepared to give up my practiced relationship with God or my pleasure in working with extraordinary people because of this.”

 
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
          Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Second Month 15, 2009
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Second Month 15, 2009:

We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship.  The Clerk read the Second Query on Meeting for Business.

2-09-1  The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends.

2-09-2  The Clerk reported on her experience last weekend at a workshop on Clerking led by Deborah Fisch of Iowa Conservative Yearly Meeting. She described several practices that we may consider using. These included reading the previous month’s minutes, using opening exercises to respond to the Query, receiving reports in worship, and sharing the ministries and journeys of members with the Meeting. She described the shared responsibility of seeking and identifying the sense of the Meeting as belonging to the Clerks and body alike. Worship and Ministry will consider the use of opening exercises and make a recommendation to us. The Clerk will also work with David La Fontaine who also recently attended a workshop on Clerking and will report additional considerations back to the Meeting.

2-09-3  Alyson Scott reported for the group coordinating First-day School. This group has been working together consistently, though not using a committee structure. This means that individual Friends must take clear responsibility for coordinating particular tasks. Alyson reported that the new structure, which started tentatively, has been successful and has continued for the last year. Two age groups are currently active. Michael Van Hoy is working with the older group while a rotating group of Friends is working with curriculum and exploration with the younger group. She invited Friends to discover the experience of learning with our children. The full report is attached.

It was noted that a “coffee hour with the First-day School” is being planned. Dates are being considered. Friends will be informed when a date is set. Some concerns about space, safety and dates were raised and will be taken back to the group.

2-09-4   Thomas Hardy reported on the library. All books are catalogued and a searchable index is available on the Meeting website. We have about 400 books. Ten new books were recently purchased.

Thomas reported on the recent donation of a large number (about 500) of very good books received after the death of Margery Larrabee who was active in spiritual formation work, as a counselor and social worker. He raised the concern for proper housing and use of these books. Friends noted both the exceptional nature of both Margery and the collection of topics and titles. 

Friends considered a number of possible homes for the collection, both within and without the Meeting. We ask Thomas and Alyson Scott to explore options and report back to the Meeting. The books will be moved to the Jones Room for the present. Appreciation was expressed for the work of Thomas Hardy in revitalizing our library. 

The Minutes up to this point, recorded by TylaAnn Burger, were approved as read. Robert Dockhorn served as recording clerk for the rest of this meeting, with the minutes for this portion to be reviewed and approved at the next meeting for business.

2-09-5  Robert Dockhorn, reporting for the Nominating Committee, brought forward two nominations:

Peter Lems for the Peace and Social Concerns Committee, and Mary Lord for Care and Counsel. The Meeting approved both appointments.

2-09-6   The Clerk announced that in the ongoing witness against gun violence growing out of the January Peace Gathering, people will gather again tomorrow in front of Colosimo’s Gun Center at 933 Spring Garden Street, this time in memory of Philadelphia police officer John Pawlowski, who was shot and killed Friday night.

2-09-7   The Meeting Secretary reported that she has sent an email inviting people who prefer to receive the newsletter electronically to advise her of this desire. Those who do not so indicate will continue to receive the newsletter in hardcopy.

2-09-8   The Clerk reported receiving a mailing from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s new Priorities Process Standing Committee, requesting input from monthly meetings as it discerns three-year priorities for the YM work and budget. A “Draft Statement of Priorities for Philadelphia Yearly Meeting for 2009-2012” has been prepared, and monthly and quarterly meetings are encouraged to consider it corporately and send their responses to the Standing Committee. Individual Friends are also invited to attend any of eight “listening sessions” scheduled for the next five weeks. (The two nearest Green Street are on March 1 at Arch Street Meetinghouse, and March 8 at Plymouth Meeting, both at 3 pm.)

The Clerk asked for guidance on the best way for Green Street Meeting and its members to participate in this process. After discussion, it was agreed that the Draft Statement would be sent out in the March newsletter and a discussion scheduled for the March 15 business meeting. In addition, an email will be sent out promptly, giving the dates and locations of the listening sessions.

2-09-9   The Clerk reported that the following agenda items are being carried over to the next meeting: Friends Neighborhood Guild funding, and a report on Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s Working Group on Racial Justice.

We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Third Month15.

Sharon Mullally, Clerk                                    TylaAnn Burger, Recording Clerk


 Robert Dockhorn, Assistant Recording Clerk

Members Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, TylaAnn Burger, Doris Clinkscale, Elizabeth Cunningham, Robert Dockhorn, James Glackin, Paul Jablonski, David La Fontaine, Thomas Hardy, Sharon Mullally, Alyson Scott, Ethel Trefsger, Allan Walters, Margaret Walters. 

Attenders: Geniver Montalvo

Guests: Ruth Hyde Payne (Santa Rosa, Calif., Meeting) (former member of Green St. MM)

Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 

Actions anticipated:

· Paul Jablonski will follow-up regarding plans for “Coffee hour with the First Day School” or similar event.

· Tom Hardy and Alyson Scott will consider next steps for the collection of books received after the death of Margery Larrabee. The books will be moved to Jones Room.

· The Secretary will send out the draft YM priorities in the newsletter and an email to members and attenders regarding upcoming listening sessions.

                                                   About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Friends, the following will be considered at the business meeting on March 15. Following this draft statement are the two closest meeting times and places where interested Friends can go to give their input and listen to others.

Draft Statement of Priorities for Philadelphia Yearly Meeting for 2009-2012 (1/30/09)

The Priorities Process Committee has drafted these proposed priorities based on themes gleaned from the threshing session held at Yearly Meeting sessions in the summer of 2008. We also considered minutes and concerns addressed in Yearly Meeting sessions from 2000 to 2008. Major themes that were apparent in Friends discernment included: Putting our trust in God; Worship and witness; Publishing our truths among Friends and the wider world; and Seeing all of our testimonies as integral parts of each other, not separate entities. From these themes and specific ideas in sessions and minutes we have developed the following statements of priorities. 
1. Our life in the Spirit

a. Support Monthly Meetings in uplifting the individual spiritual journey by sharing experience among meetings, developing and publicizing resources, and encouraging participation in programs such as Spiritual Formation.

b. Support Monthly Meetings in their collective spiritual journey by providing resources that help integrate individual and collective journeys.

c. Support the development of programs, activities, or materials that explore positive responses to theological diversity in our community.

d. Support education of members and attenders on living Quaker faith and practice in personal, corporate, and worldly experience.

e. Create opportunities to share spiritual journeys where we declare our faith to ourselves and the wider world.

2. Outreach/inreach

a. Publish our truths by directing PYM resources to public outreach, including marketing, media coverage, and the creation of a new PYM website. 

b. Support Monthly and Quarterly meetings who embark on inreach/outreach programs such as Quaker Quest or the Deepening and Strengthening Program.

c. Encourage intervisitation among Friends. 

d. Increase financial aid for Friends to attend residential Yearly Meeting sessions.

e. Encourage meetings to share, coordinate, and learn from each other by contributing to print and electronic media.

3. Bearing witness to our testimonies

a. Develop curricula for all ages which demonstrate the spiritual basis of our testimonies and illustrate how the testimonies are interrelated. 

b. Seeking “peace, justice and an earth restored,” coordinate witness on national policy and service with AFSC, FCNL, and other Friends organizations whose specific purposes focus on public witness. 

c. Support witness activities at the local level by meetings and working groups.

3-1 Peace

a. Support and/or develop programs (workshops, materials, facilitators) which build skills to address conflict in our lives, our meetings, and the world.

b. Support initiatives generated by the Gathering on Peace.

3-2 Earthcare
a. Appoint an ad hoc committee to draft a set of Alternate Queries and an Alternate Checklist to be approved by Yearly Meeting “that incorporate climate change and energy concerns more explicitly and centrally.” 

b. Ask all Standing Committees and the working groups under their care to give a report to Yearly Meeting on the implications of climate change and energy concerns for their work.

c. Assist Friends to become grounded in earthcare concerns and develop materials that support a faithful response to these concerns.

3-3 Equality 
a. Support efforts to recognize and address issues of racism, gender concerns, and classism in the general society, including the Religious Society of Friends. Support the Friends General Conference ministry on racism.

b. Support programs which work for social justice in addressing concerns of poverty, homelessness, and the marginalized “outcasts” of our society (mentally ill, prisoners, disabled, and other disenfranchised).

4. Supporting Younger Friends

a. Encourage and collaborate with younger Friends (wide definition – not just high school) in work and activities that support younger Friends in their seeking and in the life of the Yearly Meeting.

b. Consider ways to support younger families.

c. Develop an internship program for post-college age Young Adult Friends seeking opportunities to work for organizations that promote peace, justice, and an earth restored.

d. Consider ways to facilitate and increase participation by younger Friends in their Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly Meetings with the intent to further develop the intergenerational nature of our community.

e. Work to increase the number of younger Friends at Yearly Meeting sessions, on Yearly Meeting committees and in peace and justice work.

5. Religious Education

a. Support Religious Education programs for children, youth, and adults by providing and maintaining material, supplies and training.

b. Increase financial aid for young Friends to attend Quaker schools and attend residential summer Quaker camps. 

c. Support and publicize the directory for PYM Friends traveling with a religious concern; update the directory of PYM Friends offering themselves as resources to meetings. 

d. Consider the relationships between our meetings and our Friends educational institutions.

PYM Priorities Process Listening Sessions Scheduled

The Priorities Process Standing Committee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting has announced Listening Sessions across PYM to facilitate direct responses about PYM’s work and priorities. The Committee is charged with consulting Monthly Meetings, Quarterly Meetings, Standing Committees, Working Groups, Interim Meeting, and individual members in an intense feedback process over the period of one year. The goal of this process is the identification of program/budget priorities for Yearly Meeting. A key step in this discernment process is to meet with Friends across the Yearly Meeting and listen to priorities at local Meetings. The first draft of priorities was prepared based on a threshing session at last summer's yearly meeting as well as earlier discernments over the period of 2000-2008. Monthly and Quarterly Meetings are encouraged to consider the draft priorities document corporately and to send their responses to the committee. Additionally, Friends are invited to attend any of these Sunday Listening Sessions to make direct responses to the committee.

March 1
Arch Street Meeting House, Philadelphia
3:00 pm

March 8
Plymouth Meeting (PA)
3:00 pm
Quaker meditation group

JoAnn Seaver hosts a Quaker guided meditation group every first and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm at her house. It's called Experiment with Light. Occasionally the scheduling changes relative to participants' availability or JoAnn's schedule (she goes away a lot!) Please contact JoAnn or Jean Gajary prior to each Wednesday just to be sure the schedule hasn't been altered. JoAnn Seaver, 215-438-6106 or joann.seaver@verizon.net  Jean Gajary, 215-292-4426 or jgajary@hotmail.com.
                                           [[[[[[[[[[[[
   The Third Query on Spiritual Nurture, Ministry, and Religious Education

Does our Meeting encourage the ministry of both word and deed? How does our Meeting recognize, develop, and nurture the gifts of our members and attenders of all ages?

Does our Meeting prepare all its members and children for worship and for a way of life consistent with the principles of the Religious Society of Friends? How do we teach about Quaker practices in business and worship and their importance to the functioning of our Meeting community?

In what ways do we support each other in order to seek God's will and act upon our understanding of truth? Is there opportunity in our Meeting to share the excitement of religious discovery and the possiblity of religious transformation?

Does our Meeting provide opportunities for all in the Meeting to learn about:

- the Inner Light, the living Christ within, the Bible, the writings of Friends, our Christian heritage, other religious traditions and their respective roles in the history and formation of Friends' principles?

- the common testimonies Friends declare?

- the variety of expression Quaker faith takes today?

Do I maintain as part of my personal and family life those daily practices that focus on continued spiritual growth, with disciplined worship, inward retirement, and communion with the divine spirit?
Do I frequently read the Bible and other religious literature, including the records of the lives and experiences of Friends? Do I take the time to explore these resources with others, and likewise encourage my children?
Do I share my own faith and spiritual journey, and encourage such sharing within my family?

                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

Leadership Seminar on Friends Schools Saturday, March 7, from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
If you are someone who cares deeply about, and works hard to nurture, the relationship between Friends schools and the Religious Society of Friends, please consider attending a leadership seminar called "One Spirit-Led Community." This seminar is an opportunity to reflect together on the joys and challenges of the relationship of Friends schools with the Religious Society of Friends, and to develop ideas for strengthening these relationships. It will be held at Arch Street Meetinghouse (at 4th and Arch in Philadelphia). Free parking is available.

RSVP: Please contact Elke Muller to register for the seminar. Elkem@pym.org, 215-241-7223. 

Notes: There is a $10 per-person charge to cover lunch and morning refreshments. Please bring your copy of "The Care Relationship: Friends Schools and the Religious Society of Friends." Additional copies can be ordered from the Friends Council on Education's website: www.friendscouncil.org
Teachers Workshop on Bullying

The Nonviolence and Children Working Group of PYM will be offering an anti-bullying workshop at Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia on Saturday, March 14, from 9 am to 1 pm. The workshop is for elementary school teachers, after-school program teachers, and First Day School teachers who work with elementary age children. It will draw on current research about bullying (including cyber-bullying), helping kids report bullying, appropriate adult responses, and strategies to reduce bullying and help potential targets. PA Act 48 credits are available upon request. For more details and to register, please call or email Elke Muller at 215-241-7223 or elkem@pym.org.
Pastoral Care Conference in Philadelphia

Earlham School of Religion presents a conference on "Pastoral Care in the Monthly Meeting" at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia on Saturday, March 14, from 8 am to 4 pm. This is the fourth year of ESR's "Vitality Among Friends" series in the Philadelphia area.

Presenters will include Jim Higginbotham on "Pastoral Care in the Context of Monthly Meetings," Stephanie Ford on "Spiritual Friendship as Pastoral Care," and Jennie Isbell on "Nominating Committee and/as Pastoral Care." For registration and information, visit http://esr.earlham.edu/philly or contact Donna Trankley at 1-800-432-1377 or trankdo@earlham.edu
Workshops at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed here. Please see the postings on the bulletin board for detailed explanations or contact Pendle Hill.)
Mar.13-15     Introducing Quaker Quest with Elaine Crauderueff and Rubye Braye  ( A “dynamic”

                      meeting based outreach program.)

Mar. 20-22    Coming Back Home. A mini-reunion at Pendle Hill.

Mar. 22-27    Created by God Moment by Moment with Elizabeth Ellis.

Mar. 27-29    Are We Still a Dangerous People? with Marge Abbott and Peggy Senger Parsons

April 10-12   Easter retreat "Love Made Complete in Us," with Deborah Shaw

April 19-23   Short course "Our Quaker and African American Ancestors: What Can We Learn from 

                      Their Interactions?" with Vanessa Julye and Donna McDaniel

April 24-26   Advanced Clerking Clinic with Arthur Larrabee

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's March Sessions

We look forward to seeing you at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia, 

Friday to Sunday, March 27-29, as we explore "Living up to the Light." There is a full and balanced agenda with a good deal of worship, important business items (like the Governance Report and follow-up on the Gathering on Peace), presentations by Amanda Kemp and Mary Ellen McNish, and music by Madi Diaz. Details are available online (www.pym.org/annualsessions) and you can register online up to March 13. After March 13, please register in person at March Sessions. Holiday Inn reservations (if desired) must be made by March 10 using group code "PY8". If you can lend a hand (ushering, greeting, meal help, help with youth programs, etc.) please contact Sessions Coordinator Michael Gagné at 215-241-7238 or michaelg@pym.org. Sessions rely on the work of many Friends (members and staff) working behind the scenes to make them the best they can be. Sessions are for all members and attenders within our Yearly Meeting; and they are family- and child-friendly. Come to worship with Friends because our Light is greater when we share it and because the Yearly Meeting is YOU!

Friendly Crafters at Yearly Meeting

At Yearly Meeting sessions on March 27-29, Friendly Crafters will be selling the creations of talented Friends from across our Yearly Meeting to benefit the PYM Annual Fund. If you have articles to be sold by Friendly Crafters at Yearly Meeting, please deliver them to the Arch Street Meeting House during the sessions, or you may mail them to Friendly Crafters, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia PA 19102. Friendly Crafters are currently reorganizing. If you have ideas, questions or would like to be involved, please contact Ventina Hershey or Kori Heavner by e-mail at Friendlycrafters@pym.org or by telephone at 215-241-7000. 

Afghan for Afghans at Sessions

Each year at PYM sessions (now twice a year) those of us who like to knit or crochet have created squares to be combined into an afghan. Last summer we refocused the project just a bit. We now are making strips to create a wool afghan that will be donated to the Afghans for Afghans project (www.afghansforafghans.org). All supplies will be available at PYM sessions (March and summer) for anyone who would like to participate. If you would like to get a head start or simply participate from home, the requirements are as follows: Crochet or knit strip(s) with wool yarn 6 to 8 inches wide, 44 inches long. The wool may be any color except white (or any other very light color) and bright colors are appreciated. Donations of wool yarn, knitting needles and crochet hooks may be brought to sessions. If anyone would like to mail a contribution to this project, please send it to Friendly Crafters, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia PA 19102. Happy knitting/crocheting!

Opportunity for adults to work with Middle School Friends.

Share your gifts, talents and skills as a Friendly Presence for the Middle School Friends program of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting! Get to know the fresh and enthusiastic future of Quakerism, and have the precious chance to be that invaluable influence that they will remember in years to come. This volunteer position requires spending the weekend with the MSF community (up to 35 kids and 7 adults), shepherding small group times, being an authority and having fun. Training and quality supervision provided. Professional experience not required.

Contact: Elizabeth Walmsley, Program Coordinator, 215-241-7171 or elizabethw@pym.org 
April 4 Workshop on Learning to Listen

Concord Quarterly Meeting invites all to attend a workshop day on listening Saturday, April 4, at Birmingham Meeting (PA). We will look at many aspects of listening -- from listening to ourselves, to listening in community, to using our listening skills to truly welcome newcomers with all their joys and challenges. There is no cost, but registration is required for planning purposes. Child care is available. You are welcome to come for all or part of the day as you are able. Information can be found on the Concord Quarter website, www.pym.org/concordquarter, or contact Coordinator Beth Lawn at concordquarter@verizon.net or 610.872.1522. 

PYM Meeting on Worship and Ministry is May 2

The PYM Meeting on Worship and Ministry will gather from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm Saturday, May 2, at Willistown Meeting, 7069 Goshen Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073. Telephone: (610) 356-9799

The PYM Meeting on Worship and Ministry is composed of the clerks of the Worship and Ministry Committees of Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, and is open "to all those with a leading or concern for the worship, ministry, and spiritual life of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting faith community." It gathers twice a year. PYM Faith and Practice states that "the Meeting on Worship and Ministry of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is specifically charged with the responsibility of nurturing the quality of worship, ministry, and spiritual life throughout the yearly meeting." Friends are warmly encouraged to attend. 

For questions, please contact Jorge Aráuz, convener, at 215 421 5811 or WM@PYM.org

The spring programs for the Gathering Garden at Gwynedd Meeting (Pa) are posted on the bulletin board at the head of the stairs.

Humor Corner: (Quaker humor)

A particular professor was known to have a sour disposition, and one day he barked at his class, “If there are any utter ignoramuses here, please stand up.” After a long silence, one Friend in gray slowly stood up. “I see,” said the professor, “so you admit to being a total ignoramus, then?” “Um, not exactly, Friend,” replied the boy, “but I do hate to see thee standing up there by thyself.”

From the Meeting Secretary: The first step to peace is to stand still in the Light.  

                                                                                                                        George Fox
The submission deadline for the April newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, March 16.
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