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First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am

First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am
            Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS

First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

May 2009         

          Hospitality for May

Sunday, 3rd    9:30 am

           Breakfast with a Friend—Cynthia Jones & Margie Felton

                       Rise of Meeting
           Coffee Hour—Andy Jickling

           12:00 pm 

           Care & Counsel Committee Meeting

Sunday, 10th   9:15 am

           Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting (see below)
                       Rise of Meeting
           Coffee Hour—Jennifer Cromley and Catherine White



Sunday, 17th   9:15 am

           Property Committee Meeting

10:15 am

           Sharing on Fifth Query, Education

Rise of Meeting
           Monthly Meeting Lunch—Russ/Vicki Endo


 

                       This month’s committee report-GSFS Head of School

Sunday, 24th   9:15 am 

            Friendly Bible Study


 Rise of Meeting                     Coffee Hour—Doris Clinkscale & C. Marshall-Womack





(Memorial Day Weekend)

Sunday, 31st   Family Sunday

Coffee Hour—Peggy Walters

First and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm—Experiment with Light, Quaker Meditation. If interested, please contact Jean Gajary at 215-292-4426 or JoAnn Seaver at 215-438-6106.

                                       Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting
              Second Sundays of the Month (  9:15 am, in the Social Room  (  September—June
We will continue our exploration of the business of our Meeting -- including the work of our committees and our path to making Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business an irresistible experience.  The Friends who attended will also report on the one-day retreat of May 2nd.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
DEEPENING AND STRENGTHENING OUR MEETING

Each month while we are in the process of deepening and strengthening our Meeting community, we’ll have a brief report, reading or reflection in the newsletter.  Please give yourself and our Meeting the gift of an extra minute or two to read and reflect on these offerings.

Decision-Making

The presuppositions of the corporate meeting for worship have, from the very beginning, profoundly affected the method of decision-making in the meeting for business. In both, there is faith in the Guide. There is faith in a continuous revelation that is always open to produce fresh disclosures. And there is respect and affection for each other that cuts through all diversity and that helps to kindle a faith that, with patience and openness, the group can expect to come to clearness and to resolve the problems that come before it.

· Original source unknown, quoted p. 21, Faith & Practice, 1997
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
         Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Fourth Month 19, 2009
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Fourth Month 19, 2009: We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship.  The Assistant Clerk read the Fourth Query on Care of the Meeting Community.

4-09-1 The minutes from 3/15/09 were read. Minor corrections were made to minute number

             3-09-7 and then the minutes were approved.

4-09-2  JoAnn Seaver reported for the Peace and Social Concerns Committee. We consider the work of the Peace and Social Concerns Committee to be essential and appropriate to the survival of our society and the well being of the individuals in it. We have explored among ourselves our role in the Meeting and what seemed to call us for action. We are clear that we would like to recognize, enable, encourage, and help others in our meeting who are called to particular expressions of our peace and social testimonies. Some of the future efforts we are considering are: 

1. Having a monthly documentary film followed by discussion open to people outside our Meeting. We would like to team up with the Outreach Committee on this.

2. Book reading and study circles to strengthen ourselves and Meeting members in understanding critical issues in the and providing “back stories” for current events.

3. Greater cooperation with the Peace Committees of Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting and Germantown Monthly Meeting.

Members commented on the positive effect of Chestnut Hill Monthly Meeting, Germantown Monthly Meeting and Green Street Monthly Meeting working together. JoAnn asked for an opportunity for worship sharing in which Friends can reflect on our personal and Meeting’s opportunities, callings and yearnings with regard to the Peace Testimony. It was agreed that an opportunity for this would be sought at a future time.

(The full report will be attached to the minutes.)

4-09-3  Russell Endo handed out a 29-page report from the Greene Street Friends School Futures Committee. Feedback will be sought by the Committee at the October meeting for business. Koof Kalkstein, (a School alumnus) and Russ Endo will be asking many different groups in the school for criteria and priorities for the School’s use of the large addition to the property. The Meeting will present ours in October. Russ and Koof (in abstentia) were thanked for the putting so much work into this.

4-09-4  Russ Endo then gave the Trustee’s report.


The Trustees held its annual Corporators and Directors meetings on April 5, 2009.  Trustees were elected to the following terms: To May 2012 – Doris Clinkscale, Elizabeth C. Cunningham, John T. Schmitt. This leaves the panels of: To May 2011– Richard F. Betts, Robert Dockhorn, Russell S. Endo; and To May 2010 – Richard P. Bansen, Sharon Mullally, Michael Silverman. The following officers were elected: Russell S. Endo, President; Richard P. Bansen, Vice-President; Elizabeth A. Cunningham, Treasurer; John T. Schmitt, Asst. Treasurer; Richard F. Betts, Secretary.  

This past year we had a slight increase in income, but the total market value of assets held under Trustees decreased from the prior fiscal year due to the recent severe downturn in the economy. We hope that the recent up-tick in the stock market augurs a future stabilization of the market value of our assets. 

Our Meeting’s proposed incorporation of School and Meeting is currently with Baird Brown, Esquire.  


The Trustees received a copy of the School’s Futures Committee briefing packet.

Respectfully submitted: Russell S. Endo, President, on behalf of Green Street Monthly Meeting Trustees

(The full report will be attached to the minutes.)

A Friend asked if a time frame was needed for the completion of the incorporation process. Russ replied that it was unnecessary.

4-09-5  Richard Bansen gave the report for the Property Committee. Concern has been expressed about 

the hazard and unsightliness of the dumpster near the entrance to the Meeting’s parking lot. The Meeting agreed that a letter should be written to the School, urging them to relocate the dumpster, possibly adjacent to the Schools recycling dumpster, and to keep it closed. 

The Committee also brought a concern in regard to the School having decided to replace the tile in the dining room floor because of some asbestos content. This has not been approved by the Meeting, which must be done when any change in the meeting building is anticipated. Without sufficient information, it was agreed that the Property Committee would meet with the School and discuss alternative ways of solving this problem. We ask that the Committee take into consideration environmental and esthetic concerns as well as possible noise reducing ones.

4-09-6   Alyson Scott reported for the Nominating Committee. The following recommendations were brought forward for the Peace and Social Concerns Committee.  Elizabeth Marsh and Linda Singleton through May 2010. JoAnn Seaver and Allan Walters through May 2011, and Geniver Montalvo through May 2012. The Meeting approved these nominations.

4-09-7  Alyson Scott then reported for the Committee on Meeting Structure. The Committee  

proposed that the Meeting establish a firm limit on committee membership and other meeting service of three consecutive 3 year terms. The Meeting approved this proposal.

The Meeting asked the Nominating Committee and the Committee on Meeting Structure to work together to implement this new policy over the next three years in such a way that the transition will strengthen, rather than disrupt the work of the committees. The Committee proposes to facilitate the transition by formally assigning retiring members of a committee as mentors to new members of the committee. It was noted that the completion of any three-year term should serve as an opportunity for reflection on the rightness of the individual’s continued service.

4-09-8   Eric Corson reported on the proposed minute on the PYM budget priorities. Unfortunately, the proposed minute was not available. Eric Corson, Marjorie Felton and Sharon Mullally have written a minute, which will be sent to the Friends who attended either the March or April meeting for business. If Friends have a concern with the minute, those should be sent to Sharon Mullally. If there are no objections to the minute, it will be sent on to the Yearly Meeting.

4-09-9   Doris Clinkscale reported for the Worship and Ministry Committee. Over the years, members have struggled with the problem of those who come late to meeting. In the following discussion, it was pointed out the many Meetings ask late-comers to wait and come in all together; Friends need to take personal responsibility for arriving on time; and that we would rather folks be here than not to come because they are late. Friends are encouraged to come on time, as late arrival does disrupt the meeting. A note will be sent out in the meeting newsletter.

4-09-10 Ethel Trefsger objected to the quality of paper used for pamphlets created by the Meeting for newcomers. The Meeting approved reprinting them on higher quality paper.

The minutes were approved as read. After a brief period of worship, the meeting was adjourned to meet again at the appointed time on Fifth Month 17.

David La Fontaine,  Assistant Clerk,   Shirley Bansen,  Acting Recording Clerk

Members Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, Doris Clinckscale, Eric Corson, Elizabeth Cunningham, Russell Endo, Thomas Hardy, David La Fontaine, Elizabeth Marsh, Alyson Scott, JoAnn Seaver, Ethel Trefsger, Allan Walters, Margaret Walters. 

Attenders: Susan Christian, Martha Saint George

Staff: Gail Woodbury, Secretary 
                                                   About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
 
Worship and Ministry to lead a discussion on the query for the month.

Worship and Ministry will lead a discussion on the query for the month fifteen minutes before the beginning of Meeting for Worship on the third First Day. This month’s query is on Education. (See query below.)

Dining room completely unusable during July.

Starting Monday, June 29, the School will be having work done in the dining room to get rid of any asbestos that is there. No one will be allowed in the dining area during that time. July is the month that Green St. Friends meet at Germantown Monthly Meeting with Germantown Friends. The dining room will again be available in August, when the two Meetings meet here.

Late? Come to Meeting for Worship anyway!

Friends are encouraged to take personal responsibility for arriving on time, as late arrival does disrupt the meeting for worship for some. But the Meeting is clear that we would rather have folks come, no matter what time they arrive. Please see Minute #4-09-9.

Long Time Passing: Mothers Speak About War & Terror, Wednesday, May 6 at Green Street Friends Meeting   Reception: 6:30 pm. Program: 7 pm - 8:30 pm.  Free and open to the public.

 Susan Galleymore, the mother of a U.S. soldier, made international headlines by taking the extraordinary step of traveling to Iraq to visit her son stationed on a military base in the so-called Sunni Triangle, north of Baghdad. What she found in Iraq challenged her to continue her journey interviewing mothers in areas of conflict such as Israel and the West Bank, Lebanon, Syria, and Afghanistan—as well as in the U.S. These powerful first-person stories offer dramatic insight into the impact of war on mothers, families, communities, and cultures around the world.

 Long Time Passing: Mothers Speak About War and Terror gets to the heart of extreme social experiences—war and warriors, mothers and children, communities and cultures—and explores the meaning of courage, fear, and leadership.

Also featured will be Celeste Zappala, the mother of Sgt. Sherwood Baker, the first Pennsylvania National Guard member killed in the war in Iraq, voices from the Iraqi community in Philadelphia, and the art of Iraqi children from Iraqi Children's Art Exchange. There will be a book signing following the program.

Report from the School’s Futures Committee

At the meeting for worship with a concern for business on 4/19/09, Russ Endo handed out a 29-page report from the Greene Street Friends School Futures Committee. Feedback will be sought by the Committee at the October meeting for business. If you were not at the business meeting and would like a copy of the report, please contact the meeting secretary at greenstreetmm@verizon.net. Please see Minute #4-09-3. If you have questions about the report, please contact Russ Endo at victoriakong@comcast.net.

Newsletter available by e-mail
The Green Street Monthly Meeting newsletter is now available by e-mail. If you would like to receive it in that format, please send an e-mail with that request to the meeting secretary at greenstreetmm@verizon.net. 

Address change: Margaret S. Perla, 1014 Langer Way, Delray Beach, FL 33483

Quaker meditation group

JoAnn Seaver hosts a Quaker guided meditation group every first and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm at her house. It's called Experiment with Light. Occasionally the scheduling changes relative to participants' availability or JoAnn's schedule (she goes away a lot!) Please contact JoAnn or Jean Gajary prior to each Wednesday just to be sure the schedule hasn't been altered. JoAnn Seaver, 215-438-6106 or joann.seaver@verizon.net  Jean Gajary, 215-292-4426 or jgajary@hotmail.com.
                                     [[[[[[[[[[[[

                                      The Fifth Query, Education

What is our Meeting's role in the life and support of Friends' education? If supporting or maintaining a Friends school, have we developed an appropriate relationship of Meeting and school? What is our role in the spiritual life of the school and its maintenance of Friends' principles?

What does our Meeting do to support education in the wider community?

What help do we provide for the children and adults in our Meeting to pursue the education they seek, whether academic, technical, or vocational? Do we make provision for children in our Meeting to attend a Friends school?

How do I show my concern for the improvement of public education in my community and in the world?
Am I aware of what Friends schools are doing and of their plans for the future? How do I show encouragement and support?
                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)

Workshops and/or Short Courses (SC) at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed here. Please see the postings on the bulletin board for detailed explanations or contact Pendle Hill.)
May 3-7       Mixed Blessings: The Legacy of William Penn, with Paul Buckley (SC)
May 8-10     Living in Intentional Community - Quaker style

May 15-17   Black Fire: Black Quakers on Spirituality and Human Rights, with Hal Weaver and 

                     Stephen W. Angell

May 15-17   Playing in the Light: A Godly Play® Workshop for Quakers

June 14-18   The Light Without: Introduction to Outdoor Landscape Painting with Larry Sexton (SC)
June 21-25   Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography, with Dan Wakefield (SC)
June 21-25   Women Weaving Work and Worship with Sara Knisely  (SC)

June 28-July 2  Awakening the Imagination: Theatre for Personal and Social Transformation (SC)

June 28-July 2   Creative Journal Making – and Journaling with Genevieve Wimp-McCann (SC)
July 10-12    Clerking the Small Meeting with Peggy Dyson-Cobb and Katherine Smith
July 24-26    Inquirers’ Weekend, An Introduction to Quakerism

Retreat on Achieving the Promises of Recovery (at Pendle Hill)

A weekend retreat for those recovering from addictions will take place May 1-3 at Pendle Hill.

In "Beyond Abstinence - Taking the Steps to Happy, Joyous, and Free," we will explore how to achieve the promises of recovery, especially the "happy, joyous, and free" life promised in the 12th step. We will use the AA Big Book as our text. Six months abstinence and familiarity with the steps is a prerequisite. We will meet, eat, and sleep at the Brinton House Conference Center, so anonymity is assured. 

Retreat leader Maia S. has been active in several 12-step programs since 1985 and has over 20 years of continuous abstinence from alcohol. In a life visited with some significant challenges, she has found a faith that works in the 12-step process and a rich, full, rewarding life which is indeed happy, joyous, and free.  For information and registration, call Pendle Hill at 610-566-4507, extension 3.

PYM Meeting on Worship and Ministry is May 2

The PYM Meeting on Worship and Ministry will gather from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm Saturday, May 2, at Willistown Meeting, 7069 Goshen Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073. Telephone: (610) 356-9799

The PYM Meeting on Worship and Ministry is composed of the clerks of the Worship and Ministry Committees of Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, and is open "to all those with a leading or concern for the worship, ministry, and spiritual life of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting faith community." It gathers twice a year. PYM Faith and Practice states "the Meeting on Worship and Ministry of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is specifically charged with the responsibility of nurturing the quality of worship, ministry, and spiritual life throughout the yearly meeting." Friends are warmly encouraged to attend. 

For questions, please contact Jorge Aráuz, convener, at 215-421-5811 or WM@PYM.org

Philadelphia Interfaith Walk for Peace and Reconciliation, May 3.

The 6th Annual Peace Walk in Philadelphia will take place in West Philadelphia from 2-5 pm, on Sunday afternoon, May 3. The walk is a “walking dialog” between Jews, Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, Hindus, Baha’i, Sikh and others. There will be several stops along the way in houses of worship for prayer, song and reflection. For more information: www.InterfaithPeaceWalk.org

New Book "Tuning In" on Mindfulness in Learning

On Wednesday, May 6 at the Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia, PYM and the Friends Council on Education will co-sponsor an experiential celebration of "Tuning In: Mindfulness in Teaching and Learning," the latest Friends Council publication. The book contains a wealth of

contemplative methods to apply to any setting - including First Day Schools - to develop core skills of focus, relaxation and receptive awareness. A reception, open to the public, begins at 5:30 pm. Book

editors Irene McHenry and Richard Brady will lead a short program at 6:00 pm.  Essay contributors Christie Duncan-Tessmer and Chip Poston will give brief demonstrations of the exercises outlined in "Tuning In." A book signing and opportunity for informal discussion will follow. Childcare is available. For more information, go to www.friendscouncil.org or call 215-241-7245.

Woolman Spring Fair is May 9

Come to the grounds of the historic John Woolman Memorial for a spring fair on Saturday, May 9, from 9 am to 2 pm. The John Woolman Memorial is located at 99 Branch Street (Route 537) in Mount Holly NJ. The fair features Mother's Day plants, herbs, bluegrass music, food, books, crafts, tours and children's activities. Proceeds benefit the John Woolman Memorial Association. (www.woolmancentral.com) Questions? Call Laura Blaetz-Price at 856-313-0240 or MaryAnn Bacon at

609-654-5388.

Plymouth Meeting and the McCarthy Era

On Sunday, May 10, at Plymouth Meeting (Pa.) a presentation will be given about that Meeting's experience in the McCarthy era when the local librarian refused to submit to the loyalty oath of the time. This will be the main topic for the annual spring "outing" of Friends Historical Association that day. For more information call FHA at 610-896-1161.

Quaker Artists Gathering May 13

A spring gathering of Quaker artists will take place Wednesday evening, May 13, at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia. Artist Zan Lombardo will be the guest speaker after dinner. The gathering is co-sponsored by the Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts (FQA) and Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. There will be a $15 charge to cover dinner. Invitations will be sent to FQA members. If you'd like an invitation or more information, call Elke Muller at 215-241-7223.

Cross-theological gathering of Friends in the Northeast planned for May

Planned jointly by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Friends and two Hispanic Evangelical Friends Churches in Philadelphia (members of Evangelical Friends Church Eastern Region), this gathering will speak to the theme of “Peace within Us, Peace with God, Peace with our Neighbor.”  Together, Friends will explore these ideas during a weekend retreat at Deer Park Camp in New Hope, Pa, May 15-17.  Main speakers Mary Lord (Baltimore YM) and César Nufio (National Friends Church of Guatemala) reflect the diversity of the hosting groups' traditions.  Both programmed and silent worship will be part of the program, as well as plenty of time for fellowship while preparing meals together, during rest times or over the campfire.

Deer Park Camp's lovely, wooded setting and simple accommodations will welcome Friends from yearly meetings in the Northeastern US and Eastern Canada, but Friends from any yearly meeting may attend.  The gathering will be conducted bilingually in English and Spanish.  Mark the date now on your calendars, share with your meeting, and check the FWCC website for registration information to come.

PeaceWay Festival is May 16 at Providence Meeting

Providence Meeting at 105 North Providence Road (Route 252) in Media Pa. will host its fourth annual PeaceWay Festival on Saturday, May 16. Two speakers have been invited to start thoughtful, timely conversation about peace making in our homes, our nation and the world. Joe Sestak is a 3-star Navy admiral currently serving as U.S. Congressman from the 7th district of Pennsylvania. Bob Edgar is President of Common Cause, formerly Congressman from the same district (1975 - 1987), and formerly General Secretary of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA.  The day's program also includes peace and justice literature, food, music, children's crafts, a peace labyrinth and more. Public invited. Bring your friends. Watch for program details on www.peaceway.net
School of the Spirit offers Retreat Day at Gwynedd

A retreat day at Gwynedd Meeting (Pa.) on Saturday, May 16 will be facilitated by the core teachers of the School of the Spirit Ministry's program "On Being a Spiritual Nurturer." The retreat day, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm, is intended for those discerning whether they are led to apply to join the two-year program. Friends seeking a short retreat are also very welcome. A $25 donation is requested at the door.

The program "On Being a Spiritual Nurturer," now gathering its eighth class from across the country, is designed for those led to pay particular attention to God's transforming, guiding and healing work.

The program is grounded in the traditional Quaker practices of deep listening and of individual formation within community. The new class begins in September 2009. Application deadline is May 25; late applications may be considered. Scholarships are available. Much more information about the program can be found at www.schoolofthespirit.org or by contacting Michael Green at (919)

929-2339 or info@schoolofthespirit.org The School of the Spirit is a ministry under the care of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's Worship and Care Standing Committee.

Summer job opportunity - Camp Onas Seeks Kitchen Staff

Camp Onas, a Quaker residential summer camp located in Ottsville Pa., has openings for an experienced cook and a food service manager for the summer season, June 21-August 22. Both positions are full time and offer summer accommodations. Potential weekend job opportunities for cooks are also available. For more information please call 610-847-5858 or email Sue Gould, director, at friends@camponas.org.  Other job opportunities are posted on the bulletin board at the head of the stairs to the dining area.

Teacher Training on Conflict Resolution

Register now for the PYM Non-Violence and Children Working Group's annual training for elementary and middle school educators -- "Building Safe Communities in our Classrooms and Conflict Resolution Skills in our Students" -- Friday, August 14 and Saturday, August 15 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia. This two-day workshop will provide participants with practical strategies to build a caring classroom community, teach kids creative conflict resolution skills, help kids learn to manage their anger, integrate conflict resolution teaching into an ongoing classroom curriculum and support kids' resiliency. Act 48 credits available for Pennsylvania educators. Scholarships are available to PYM members. Childcare gladly provided by request. A $40 fee includes training, meals, information packet and handouts.  For more information and to register contact Elke Muller at elkem@pym.org or 215-241-7223.

Join Quaker Pilgrimage to England in 2010

PYM's Education Standing Committee invites you to join next year's Quaker Pilgrimage to England, an 8-day trip in late June 2010. Join trip leaders Irene McHenry (Millville Meeting, Pa.) and Sarah

Sweeney-Denham (Germantown Meeting, Pa.), both staff of the Friends Council on Education, to experience the roots of the Religious Society of Friends. Explore England's "1652 Country" with a guide from Britain Yearly Meeting. We expect the cost for the 8-day Pilgrimage to be in the range of

$1600-$1800 per person. This includes all room and board, local bus travel to historic sites, guides, site entry fees, etc. It does not include airfare. Some financial aid is available. Our hope is to finalize the schedule, set the fee and open registration by September 2009, at which time participants will reserve a space with a non-refundable deposit of $500 per person. To indicate interest (or to ask questions), please contact Sarah@friendscouncil.org or 215-241-7245 by May 31, 2009.

Interested in summer camp? See information on the bulletin board or the small table at the head of the stairs about Camp Darkwater. Camp Onas, Gwynedd MM Peace Camp, or Friends Music Camp.

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Summer Session, July 29 – August 2. Theme – Care of the Earth.

The “One Book, One Yearly Meeting” working group has selected the new book “Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth Economy.”  This is the second year for Philadelphia Yearly Meeting's “One

Book” initiative for religious education. Monthly Meetings are invited and encouraged to build connections among Friends of all ages by facilitating conversations, discussions and activities around "Right Relationship" and a companion book selected for children, "Earth Care: World Folktales to Talk About." The working group has created a free, downloadable curriculum available at www.pym.org/education/onebook. This curriculum includes queries, book extracts and activities for adults, children and multi-generational groups. Both books are available at a 10 % discount through QuakerBooks of FGC, www.quakerbooks.org, 1-800-966-4556. Free copies can be borrowed from the PYM Library, library@pym.org, 215-241-7220.

Earthcare is Focus for Children's Sessions

PYM Children's Sessions this summer at DeSales University will focus on the query, How can we "Live up to the Light" around earthcare? The children's program will feature activities and stories built around the book "Earth Care: World Folktales to Talk About" by Margaret MacDonald. Earth Care is the 2009 Philadelphia Yearly Meeting "One Book, One Yearly Meeting" children's book. Children at Summer Sessions will grow into a close community taking time for spiritual growth through play, worship, and service. The program will include Quaker stories from Faith and Play, the recently published curricula based on Godly Play(r). Children's Sessions will meet morning and evening -- at the same time as the adult sessions. Afternoons will be left free for Friendly community building, relaxation, spiritual nurture, fun and workshops for Friends of all ages. Mark your calendars for July 29-August 2 to join us for five wonderful days of PYM "summer camp" at Yearly Meeting Sessions! For information or to join our fun-loving crew of volunteers, please contact Kathy Foster Singer, Children's Religious Life Coordinator, at 215-241-7526, kathys@pym.org
Humor Corner: (Quaker humor)    Ecological Friends: “Hold me in the CFL”
In an effort to combat rising electricity costs, Friends last Tuesday replaced the Divine Light with a low-energy compact fluorescent. The move was made despite weighty Friends’ concerns that the old Light “still worked fine.” 

Vocal ministry is 30% post-consumer waste, according to a study conducted by GFN.

No longer can we expect to enjoy the unsustainable fire and brimstone ministry of Old. 

 “I’m reducing my carbon footprint,” said God.  “I’ve burned my last bush.” 

The above are from the George Fox News, (GFN) a humor page on the Pendle Hill website.

From the Meeting Secretary: The Strengthening and Deepening Program is now focusing on the Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business. The following has a very interesting twist:

A Friends meeting is not a town meeting in which everyone has the right to speak, for no one has the right to speak in meeting. Friends have, instead, the privilege and the duty to lay before the meeting whatever relevant insight they may possess. Out of this sharing of light may come a greater light which would not have been possible had some refrained from speaking and had others insisted upon being heard many times or at great length. 

From the PYM pamphlet, When Friends Attend to Business by Thomas S. Brown

The submission deadline for the June newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, May 18.
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