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First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am

First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am
            Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS

First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

November 2008         

     Hospitality for November

Sunday, 2nd    9:30 am


Breakfast with a Friend—Peg Duffy/Flossie Tumasz

                       Rise of Meeting

Coffee Hour—Jean Prestas


           12:00 pm 


Care & Counsel Committee Meeting

Sunday, 9th   9:15 am


            Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting (see below)
            Rise of Meeting
            Coffee Hour—Richard F. Betts and Ethel Trefsger

Sunday, 16th
9:15 am


Property Committee Meeting

                        Rise of Meeting
            Monthly Meeting Lunch—Susan Christian



12:45 pm


Meeting for Business 

                                                                        This month’s committee report-Worship & Ministry

Saturday, 22nd 6:00 - 9:00 pm
            Thanksgiving Dinner—Meeting Members/Attenders
Sunday, 23rd   9:15 am


Friendly Bible Study

                        Rise of Meeting

Coffee Hour—JoAnn Seaver
Sunday, 30th    Rise of Meeting                      Coffee Hour—Jim Glackin
                                                  Deepening & Strengthening our Meeting
              Second Sundays of the Month (  9:15 am, in the Social Room  (  September—June

The Friends who participated in the retreat will share their thoughts and reflections with the wider meeting community. Friends who heard Arlene Kelly speak can share their reflections. All are encouraged to come to listen and share.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
DEEPENING AND STRENGTHENING OUR MEETING

Each month while we are in the process of deepening and strengthening our Meeting community, we’ll have a brief report, reading or reflection in the newsletter.  Please give yourself and our Meeting the gift of an extra minute or two to read and reflect on these offerings.

                                        THE MEETING AS COVENANT COMMUNITY

 

“When we understand meeting to be a Covenant experience, everything is different. Each of us is in a Covenant relationship with the Lord, drawn in by his initiative and put in relationship with one another through our common bond to God. Meeting becomes a divine Potter's wheel, where we are shaped into that form which as yet exists only in the mind of God. Like clay thrown by a human potter, we become of value only as we yield to the Potter's hand and are then taken from the wheel to be put into service. Meeting is not a place of shelter from the world so much as a place where we are shaped in order to become God's instrument in the world. The primary reality is our relationship with God, and the world is an arena in which that relationship is lived out.”

Lloyd Lee Wilson
from Essays on the Quaker Vision of Gospel Order
 
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
                 Minutes of Called Meeting for Business Held Tenth Month 5, 2008
A called meeting of Green Street Monthly Meeting of Friends was held in the morning of First Day, Tenth Month 5, 2008, in the Shoemaker Dining Room. 

Sharon Mullally, Clerk, opened the meeting with a reading of an excerpt from Faith and Practice about the conduct of business meetings.

Sharon explained that the meeting was called to consider whether to authorize the Trustees to sign an agreement of sale to purchase the property to the east of the Meetinghouse currently rented to Citizen’s Bank and including an extensive parking lot. On April 18, 1999, the Meeting had minuted its intention to acquire the property, but at the time the deal had fallen through. Now a new opportunity had opened up, and the Meeting needs to decide whether to move ahead.

Russell Endo, Clerk of the Meeting’s Trustees, summarized the developments since 1999. He explained that the purchase has been enabled by a gift to the School by Emily Fisher, who as a child had attended Greene Street Friends School. Ed Marshall had recently succeeded in contacting the owner and learned of a willingness to sell the property. Further, the owner desired to do so by December 31. Since due diligence by the buyers will take approximately three months, the matter is urgent.

Russell read a letter by Allan Walters, a member of the Meeting who was unable to be present today, raising questions about the condition of the property, whether environmental problems identified earlier had been remediated, whether the tenant was amenable to negotiating its lease, about taxes on rental income, the cost of converting the property to School use, whether the purchase price was negotiable, and other questions. Allen further urged that the Meeting be informed and consulted during the period of due diligence and before a final decision to purchase the property is made.

In response to these concerns, Russell reviewed the process followed by the Meeting in its most

recent purchases of land for the School. He explained that the Meeting made the central decision whether to purchase, weighing the purpose of the action, and then left the negotiations to a small group who could evaluate the details and take timely actions. He said the intention was to follow this same process in this current purchase.

            JoAnn Seaver, Clerk of the School Committee, spoke briefly about what it means for the School to be under the care of the Meeting. It involves responsibility of the Meeting for the School, and for both it is a process of growth.

Edward Marshall, Head of the School, recalled sharing with the Meeting in his very first report that he would like to see the Meeting and School acquire the bank property and his hope that this may now come to pass. In the previous two purchases of property while he has been Head, the Meeting made the decision, and then he and Teri Buda negotiated the details, and he is prepared to do this again. He reviewed the three environmental problems (underground oil tank, asbestos, and possible PCB contamination near a transformer), for which he had provided information to the owner ten years ago, and for which the tenant is responsible for remediation.

Edward explained that the bank (formerly Mellon, now Citizen’s Bank) has a 30-year lease, signed in 1971, with the option to renew it three times for ten-year extensions. The first extension was opted for in 2001. The last option expires in 2031.

Teri Buda, business manager for the School, said that the most appealing part of the property is the potential for green open space. Current parents now choose the School for their children despite the lack of open space; the addition of it would greatly enhance the appeal of the School. She said she expects the bank to be ready to negotiate, based on past experience.

In response to a question, Edward said that he expects it might cost in the neighborhood of $200,000 to convert the parking lot to a field. In response to another question about the possible use of the building by the school, Teri mentioned an auditorium or a gym. But the School and the Meeting will cooperate on a new master plan before any of these decisions are finalized.

Eric Corson, a member of the Meeting, asked about the expectations of the School for funding by the Meeting in this purchase. Edward responded that the School expects to pay the cost of purchase, and that the School also expects to raise the additional money that will be needed to complete the conversion of the property.  Sharon, for the Meeting, affirmed this expectation, but at the same time she hoped that the Meeting would keep an open mind about contributing to this project.

In response to a question by Thomas Hardy, a member of the Meeting, about whether the Meeting would be legally responsible for the property, Russell answered in the affirmative. He noted that the plan for a sub-corporation of the Trustees for the purchase would provide some additional legal protection.

Linda Singleton, a member of the Meeting and of the School Committee, said she sees the plan as well developed and that improving the property will also benefit the Meeting and its attractiveness to new members.

After discussion, the Meeting approved having its Trustees sign an agreement of sale to purchase this property. The Trustees are asked to keep the Meeting informed of the progress of the negotiations and significant issues that may develop, through reports at each of the upcoming meetings for business and, if appropriate, by other means.

Sharon Mullally, Clerk


Robert Dockhorn, Assistant Recording Clerk

           Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business Held Tenth Month 19, 2008
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Tenth Month 19, 2008:

We gathered at the appointed time of 12:45 pm in worship.  Sharon Mullally, Clerk read excerpt #20 in Faith and Practice of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.

10-08-1  The Clerk reviewed the agenda with Friends.

10-08-2  Robert Dockhorn, Assistant Recording Clerk read the Minutes from the called Meeting 

for Business held Tenth Month 5, 2008 for the purpose of considering purchase of the property to the east of the Meetinghouse, for the use of the school. The Minutes were approved with minor corrections.

10-08-3   Russell Endo reported for the Trustees on several matters. He first reported that work has 

begun to sort out the many issues involved with the potential purchase of the adjoining property. It has become clear that the sub corporation described at the earlier session will not be used for this purchase. The property if purchased will be held by the Trustees at this time.

He then reviewed the process we have used thus far to consider incorporation of both the Meeting and the School. The Trustees have considered multiple options in great detail. Russell spoke of the process of including Quaker process in incorporation documents. He also noted that if we decided to incorporate the School separately, the school by-laws would state that the Meeting must approve all members of the School Committee/Trustees and any changes in the school by-laws. There could be an advantage to having the incorporation of the school occur before the closing on the new property, as the school could then hold that property and any potential liability.

Friends asked many questions regarding various options and current and future property holdings. We also considered the effect of this process on our relationships and work within the meeting and school community. After a long and detailed consideration the Meeting approved asking the Trustees to pursue incorporation of both the Meeting and the School. The Trustees will distribute drafts of by-laws via e-mail and come back to Meeting when we are ready to consider next steps. 

10-08-4   We returned to the matter of a $5,000 bequest from the estate of Jeanne T. Jones, which was 

brought to us last month. The Clerk read from the letter from the attorneys for the estate. In the letter the restriction on the bequest is to limits its use to tuition aid for children of members of the Meeting. It is not legally limited to use at Friends schools, but many Friends and family members present expressed an understanding that the preference would be to use the funds for tuition at Friends schools as an expression of the donor’s interest. Friends approve accepting this bequest and asking the Education Assistance Committee to administer these funds along with the other funds for this purpose.

10-08-5  Andrew Jickling reported for the Property Committee. He reported that the committee has 

been working on a new protocol for use of the property. He outlined the process, which starts with parties who are interested in use of Meeting property addressing their request to the Meeting Secretary.

Friends raised concerns about groups that repeatedly use the meetinghouse for their activities. This may be more difficult if we must identify members to open and close for all events.  Issues have arisen when groups who are not familiar with the property are left on their own for events. Friends suggested several possibilities including asking our caretaker to cover some of these events and to train several members who reside nearby on the basic operation of the property and equipment. 

Friends approve proceeding with these guidelines and asking the Property Committee to report back in a few months to see how this process is working. We ask that the guidelines be published in the newsletter.

10-08-6   The Clerk reported on a request for sponsorship of a group, Philadelphia Area Veterans 

Acupuncture Project (PAVAP), which is providing acupuncture services to military veterans. Marlene Burke, representing PAVAP, reported that the group has about seven acupuncturists and several support people who are working with veterans. The sponsorship would assist the program in obtaining space at Arch Street for their weekly program. They are also looking for volunteers to assist with the program, but this is not part of the sponsorship. 

Friends considered the obligations implied in sponsorship and the need to support such work. We commend the work of the Project and support their application for use of space at Arch St. The Meeting approves the donation of $100 to be used for space costs. The group and Meeting members who are concerned with their work will continue to share the work with Friends and we might return to this concern in the future.

10-08-7   Richard Betts reported for the Care and Counsel Committee. The committee recommends 

releasing the following Friends from membership: Carol Ann Culin and Moira Stoddart Ryder. The committee either has no address or no indication of interest after many attempts to reach them. The Meeting approves releasing these Friends from membership.

Richard presented a brief report (attached) on the work of the committee. He reported that the committee has accepted the new responsibility of caring for requests by Green Street Friends for assistance with conference attendance.

10-08-8   The Clerk reported briefly on a request from Thomas Swain for identification of Green Street 

Friends who would be able to participate in meetings leading up to the 2009 Gathering on Peace being co-sponsored by PYM. The Clerk will publicize this opportunity either by e-mail or the newsletter so as to enable interested Friends to participate.

10-08-9   The minutes were approved as read.

We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Eleventh Month 16.


Sharon Mullally, Clerk


TylaAnn Burger, Recording Clerk

Present: Richard Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Richard Betts, TylaAnn Burger, Doris Clinckscale, Eric Corson, Elizabeth Cunningham, Robert Dockhorn, Russell Endo, Marjorie Felton, Thomas Hardy, Andrew Jickling, Hewitt Malone, Sharon Mullally, Ethel Trefsger, Margaret Walters, Allan Walters, 

Meeting Secretary: Gail Woodbury

Attenders: Geniver Montalvo

Guest: Marlene Burke

                                                   About our F/friends

 (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Thanksgiving Dinner—Come one and all! Saturday. November 22. 6:00-9:00 pm.

The Hospitality Committee encourages you to come and bring your friends and family to this wonderful community gathering. Please sign up at meeting or let Margie Felton know how many people will be in your group and what you will bring. margie@weaversway.coop or 215- 848-5274.
Educational Assistance

All members who seek financial aid to send their child to a Friends school, college, or school for special education should write to the Educational Assistance Committee (Margaret Walters, Clerk) no later than Jan. 25, 2009.  College students are expected to submit their applications themselves.  Also, if you plan to apply to the Yearly Meeting for the tuition aid now available to all Friends families, please submit the form given you by the school to us.  If you have questions, call Peggy Walters at 215-247-7276 or Shirley Bansen at 215-283-7291.

The Property Committee and Meeting would like the Meeting facilities to be available for use.

At monthly meeting for business, the Property Committee and Meeting affirmed that they would like to be open to groups using the meetinghouse, which are not affiliated with the Meeting or the School. However, to do so, the Meeting needs Friends who are willing to open up, and then make sure everything is locked up properly. The Property Committee does not have the people power to do it all the time. Friends are needed who live close to the meeting who would be willing to help to provide such service. If you are able and willing to do this, please notify the meeting office. 

Please return books to the Meeting Library

Thomas Hardy, the Meeting’s new Librarian, is requesting that Friends return the books that they may have taken out over the last several months, (or longer) so that he can get them properly inventoried. Editorial note: Friends, he is doing a wonderful job on a task long neglected. 

Heeding God's Call: A Gathering on Peace will be held January 13-17, 2009, in Philadelphia. 

Friends, an e-mail about the following has already gone out and more information is here in the office if you are interested.

PYM is asking Green St. MM to select 3 adults and 3 youth/young adults from the Meeting to participate in a project on gun violence as part of this conference. The participants will come together for at least 3 meetings, October-December 2008 with two other religious communities in our area.  This will make a group of 18 people. The focus of these small groups will be gun violence and how to help create peace on the streets. The purpose is to engage in dialogue, share learning, creative expression, and action planning. This small group will have a final meeting on Saturday morning, January 17th in a local congregation, share lunch, and then join with approximately 2,000 others for a brief worship service downtown, before assembling for a march/witness to a local gun dealer. Our intention is to present a request for a reasonable code of ethics for gun dealers to help eliminate illegal gun sales.
Fair Hill Fall Book Drive-Ends at Thanksgiving

Bring the books in if you haven’t. The drive ends at Thanksgiving.

Friends are invited to bring in new and gently used books for children, PreK-8th grade, at Fair Hill elementary schools in North Philadelphia. Many of the children who play and garden in the historic Quaker burial ground are first generation English speakers with no English books at home. Green Street Meeting maintained the historic burial ground for many years and continues today to support its outreach and education programs through Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting. A contribution box is in the social room for donations. For more information, visit www.fairhillburial.org, or call 215-870-8348.

News from Greene Street Friends School

October 7, Greene Street Friends School’s student government took part in an on-campus workshop on Quaker decision-making and clerking.

The idea for the workshop sprang from the students themselves. Most are new to the experience of leading a group and some are new to the processes Quakers use in coming to a decision: clarifying who is the responsible party for the decision, listening to members, reflecting back what was said, paying attention to the spiritual energy and momentum of the group, and ensuring that participants talk to the group and not argue against other individuals or repeat themselves.

Students in TORCH, which stands for Togetherness, Open-mindedness, Respect, Compassion, and Heart, use Quaker procedures to lead their monthly all-school meetings for business as well as class meetings. TORCH includes two representatives from each Middle School grade (5-8) as well as a recording secretary, a clerk of the meeting and a co- clerk.

In a mock session students practiced gaining a “sense of the meeting” when a sub-committee presented a plan to manage lost and found items at the school. Fifth grader Josh Berg jumped into the role of clerk, learning a lot in the process. “I felt like Harry did a really good job of teaching us how to clerk and how to run meetings and how to participate and some of the values. I found the lesson very interesting and hope that everyone got something out of it.” 

By learning how to lead a group and by putting Quaker processes into action, students experience and internalize the Quaker values of peace, respect, integrity and community as they address issues that directly affect their everyday lives. Eighth grader Katherine Walden, who serves as clerk of TORCH, noted, “The workshop has taught me to become a better leader not only to my class but to the community.”

                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[
                     The Eleventh Query on Stewardship of Resources

Does our Meeting serve social and economic justice in its uses of property and money?

How does our Meeting engage its members in the support of the Meeting's work, its ministry, and the upkeep of its property?

How does our Meeting engage its members in the support of the quarterly and yearly meetings and other Quaker organizations?

To what extent does our Meeting rely on current members for financial support, and what role does endowment income serve? Does the Meeting consider carefully the appropriate role of invested funds?

Am I clear that I am the steward, not the owner, of property in my care?
Do I simplify my needs, making choices that balance self-sufficiency (to avoid unnecessary dependence on others) and fair sharing of resources? Do I make choices as a consumer that support the equitable distribution of income?
Do my employment and other activities allow for use of time and energy in spiritual growth and in service to the Religious Society of Friends?
Do I contribute generously within my means to the funding of the work of Friends in my Meeting, in the yearly meeting, and in the wider world of Friends?

                                        [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) Annual Public Gathering, Saturday, November 8.

Ray Suarez is replacing Gwen Ifill. He joined the "The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer," in October 1999. He will deliver the keynote address on “Keeping True to the Testimonies of Peace and Justice” at the AFSC’s Annual Public Gathering. It starts at 1:30 pm. at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House in Philadelphia. Following the presentation, AFSC will present two panel discussions at 3:30 pm at the Holiday Inn across the street from the meetinghouse. These events are free and open to the public.

Telling Your Spiritual Story November 8 at the Fourth and Arch Street Meeting House

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting will present a program on "Telling Your Spiritual Story" on Saturday, November 8, in Philadelphia. It is for Friends to practice both our capacity to recognize the movement of the Divine and the language that we use to share that experience. The presenter is Bill Harley, a Quaker storyteller who is humorous, meaningful, serious and silly! There will be workshops for all ages, worship, stories and learning together. The workshops are 1:00 pm to 5:30 pm. Bill Harley will give a concert (open to the public) at 7:00 pm.  For information visit http://www.pym.org/education/ Contact:  Christie Duncan-Tessmer at 215-241-7008; christiedt@pym.org.

Bible Association Annual Lecture Saturday, November 15, at 7 pm
Tom Etherington of Mullica Hill Meeting (NJ) will speak on "The History of the English Bible" at the Magill Library of Haverford College. Bibles from the collection of the Bible Association of Friends in America will be on display. A dinner will precede the lecture; for details please contact Charlotte Lippincott at clmood@aol.com. Haverford College is located at 370 Lancaster Ave., Haverford, Pa.

November 15 Meeting on Worship and Ministry

On November 15, the PYM Meeting on Worship and Ministry will meet from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm at Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse, located at 100 E. Mermaid Lane in Philadelphia. This meeting is one of two semi-annual meetings for worship, business and fellowship. We meet to hear how the Spirit is moving among us in our Meetings, to gather our reflections for passing on to the Yearly Meeting, and to recruit volunteers to help with worship in our Annual Sessions. We seek to serve as a link between weekly waiting worship of the faith community and the Yearly Meeting as a whole. Invitations are sent to clerks of Worship and Ministry Committees at Monthly Meetings; the sessions are open to everyone who is interested in worship and ministry. For more information, contact your Worship and Ministry clerk, or e-mail WM@pym.org (Or talk to Gail Woodbury, your meeting secretary.)

Two more fall Tuesday evenings on Justice Issues at Pendle Hill.

November 11 - Tom Head, professor of economics and international studies at George Fox University, will speak on "Envisioning a Moral Economy." 

November 18 - Pat Clark, director of the criminal justice program in the Newark (NJ) office of the American Friends Service Committee, will discuss what healing justice could look like in the U.S.A. 

Pendle Hill is located at 338 Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, Pa. Each event takes place 7:30-9:00 pm in the Barn and is free and open to the public. www.pendlehill.org or contact Walter Sullivan, wsullivan@pendlehill.org, 610-566-4507 or 1-800-742-3150, x160
Workshops at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Editorial comment: Due to space limitations, only the titles of workshops are listed. Please see the postings on the bulletin board for detailed explanations.)

Nov. 7-9,      Joyful, Quakerly, and Carbon Neutral with Patricia McBee
Nov. 9-13,    Holding in the Light, Framing the Sacred: Photography in the Digital Age 

Nov. 9-13,    Envisioning a Moral Economy with Tom Head
Nov. 14-16,  Clerking: Serving the Community with Joy and Confidence-Arthur Larrabee

Nov. 28-30,  Finding Our Way Home: An Advent Pilgrimage to New Beginnings 

Dec. 5-7,      Claiming Our Peace Testimony with Mary Lord.

November 22 Gathering for Extended Worship

On Saturday, November 22, Friends will gather for a whole morning of extended worship, followed by fellowship and worship sharing. These gatherings are a valuable way to keep in tune with the movement of the Spirit deep within, and a blessed occasion to connect with other Friends seeking to be faithful. All are welcome. Please bring a bag lunch. Beverages provided. There is no fee, but donations are welcome. To arrange childcare, please contact us at least two weeks in advance. Saturday, November 22, 9:30 am to 4 pm at Chester Meeting, 520 E 24th St, Chester, PA 19013. Contact: Marcelle Martin, (610) 627-0390, FriendMarcelle@aol.com or Chester Meeting member Ed Broadfield, (610) 874-5860 

Silent Retreats For Friends

Friends and attenders who are drawn to the mystery we call God may find a retreat helpful. Two retreats are offered in 2009 at St. Raphaela Center in Haverford, Pa. One eight-day retreat Monday, January 5 to Tuesday, January 13, and one midweek retreat Tuesday, February 10, to Thursday, February 12. All participants have private rooms, and the use of various rooms and the chapel at the retreat center. Renee Crauder from State College Meeting is the spiritual director for these retreats. The cost for the eight-day retreat is $500; the midweek retreat is $175. To register, call St. Raphaela Center at 610-642-5715; for more information, call Renee Crauder at 814-867-0644 or email rcrauder@comcast.net.

Job Openings at Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

Care and Aging Coordinator and Coordinator of Food Service at the Arch Street Meeting House. Please see posting on the bulletin at the head of the stairs or visit their web site (www.pym.org) to view the full job descriptions and the application process or contact Ginny Connolly, Human Resources Coordinator, 

humanresources@pym.org or 215-241-7225.

Humor Corner: At New Hope Friends School, it was lunchtime. At the head of the cafeteria line was a large bowl of apples. A teacher had written a note and put it next to the bowl: “Please take only one. God is watching.” At the other end of the lunch line there was a plate piled with chocolate chip cookies. By it, there was a note in a child’s hand: “Take all thee wants. God is watching the apples.”

From the Meeting Secretary: Silence itself…has no magic. It may be sheer emptiness, absence of words or noise or music. It may be an occasion for slumber, or it may be a dead form. But it may be an intensified pause, a vitalized hush, a creative quiet, an actual moment of mutual and reciprocal correspondence with God. —Rufus Jones
The submission deadline for the December newsletter is 12:00 noon on Tuesday, November 18.
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