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  First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am
  First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

  Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
  First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

September 2010         

                                                 September Hospitality
Labor Day Weekend

Sunday, 5th
 9:30 am
           Breakfast with a Friend—Bob Dockhorn


 Rise of Meeting        Coffee Hour—Tom Hardy and Alyson Scott


Peace & Social Concerns Second Saturday Film Forum will resume in October. 
Sunday, 12th
Rise of Meeting        Coffee Hour—Sharon Mullally and Susan Hight



12:00

          Care & Counsel Committee Meeting
Note change



      (changed from first Sunday)

Sunday, 19h    9:15 am
          Property Committee Meeting

           10:15 am 
          Sharing on the Ninth Query on Outreach
                       Rise of Meeting         Monthly Meeting Lunch—Gabbreell James and Selette James

Meeting for Business - consideration of the relationship between the Meeting and the School.
Friends are encouraged to come!  Please see the first item in the About F/friends section
                                  Report from the Outreach Committee
Sunday, 26th
 9:15 am                          Friendly Bible Study


 Rise of Meeting        Coffee Hour—Jennifer Cromley/Catherine White 
           ( SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Peace and Social Concerns 
Peace & Social Concerns Second Sunday of the Month Program will resume in October
                                        About our F/friends

                         (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
Plans to reflect on the relationship between Green Street Monthly Meeting and Greene Street Friends School. Friends are encouraged to come.
Dear Friends:

At the September monthly meeting for business, Sharon Mullally and Anne Bayless will introduce a consideration of the relationship between our Meeting and our School.

Specifically, the question is: Given the growth of our Meeting and the parallel growth of the School and plans for its future, how can we, the Meeting, enable the relationship between the Meeting and School to continue to strengthen, mature, and remain spiritually sound?

We hope to emerge from this monthly meeting discussion with specific ways and processes to help us move head. We envision this session not as a time to set goals, but to clarify our understanding of our Meeting-School relationship and to consider what specific steps we, as a Meeting, can take in the near future.

Faithfully, Bob Dockhorn, Interim Clerk

Community book read Sunday, September 12 from 12:30 to 2:30
Looking for a good summertime read?  Try Blink: The Power of Thinking Without Thinking, by Malcolm Gladwell!  This is the next community read co-sponsored by the GSMM Outreach Committee and GSFS Parents Association.  “Blink is a book about how we think without thinking, about choices that seem to be made in an instant​—in the blink of an eye—that actually aren't as simple as they seem. Why are some people brilliant decision makers, while others are consistently inept? Why do some people follow their instincts and win, while others end up stumbling into error? How do our brains really word—in the office, in the classroom, in the kitchen? And why are the best decisions often those that are impossible to explain to others?” Save the date and please join us for a lively discussion on the book on Sunday, September 12, from 12:30 to 2:30 in the social room of the meetinghouse. 

Joyful Summer Weddings at Green Street Monthly Meeting.

Green Street Meeting has been in a joyful state this summer, with two weddings witnessed and celebrated under the care of the Meeting 

On Friday evening, July 30, JoAnn Seaver and William Van Stone spoke their vows to each other in the presence of family, friends and meeting members.  They were assisted in the exchange of rings by their four grandsons.  Many people spoke of their relationships with JoAnn and Bill, and the happiness they witnessed as this relationship blossomed and deepened over the last few years. 

Following the ceremony, everyone signed the wedding certificate and participated in supper, catered by meeting member Margie Felton, behind the Meetinghouse.  JoAnn and Bill cut and served their wedding cakes and then invited guests to the front of the Meetinghouse where a live band was set up to provide dance music for the celebration.  And everyone danced!

On Saturday, August 14, at two o’clock in the afternoon, Amelia Duffy-Tumasz and John Ashmore were married under the care of the Meeting.  The ceremony started with a young flower girl strewing rose petals along the carpet to prepare the way for Amelia and John.  Family and friends included quite a few international travelers since John and his family are from England and South Africa.  There were messages sent from far-away family members who weren’t able to make it and conveyed by those here.  

All in attendance felt a great joy that reflected the love that was visible between Amelia and John.  People shared messages about the ways the couple cared for each other through a difficult year for the Duffy-Tumasz family, and reminded them of the community of support they have around them.

Once again, Margie Felton prepared a lovely wedding feast that was served on the porch of the meetinghouse.  While Jim Dragoni and his cohorts played music for dancing and listening, a cadre of Amelia and John’s friends decorated their car with balloons, crepe paper, and “just married” messages.

We Can Do It Day! September 25, 9-4, at Arch St. Meeting House, focusing on Spiritual Hospitality 

Seekers who visit our Meetings are looking for a variety of things in their spiritual home including a warm welcome, deep worship, and religious education for children and adults. The Quaker Quest Working Group invites Friends from all monthly meetings and particularly those serving on committees supporting Children's and Adult Religious Education, Outreach, and Communications. We Can Do It Day will feature:
A panel from monthly meetings who have given a lot of energy to nurturing their capacity for Spiritual Hospitality and caring for visitors and seekers using the Quaker Quest Program, three rounds of interactive, skills-focused workshops featuring such topics as:

Nurturing Visitors

How-To's: Adult Religious Education
The Family Friendly Meeting

Adult Religious Education
Finding Seekers

Welcoming Young Adults

Being Visible in Your Community

Developing a Communications Plan

A Children's Program for school age kids focused on Spiritual Hospitality and childcare for Little Friends
Lunch
A $20 fee to cover some costs will be charged, partial scholarships and a limited number of full work grants are available. For more information contact Christie Duncan-Tessmer, Associate Secretary for Program & Religious Life, 215-241-7008, christiedt@pym.org 

The PYM Spiritual Formation Program (beginning: September 24.)
Friends, you may still join, but you need to contact Susan Thompson as quickly as possible. (see below)

If you would like to talk to a former participant, Susan Christian, Cynthia Jones, and Meeting Secretary Gail Woodbury have all done this yearlong program.

A Spiritual Formation Group consists of members and attenders who make a commitment to form a nurturing spiritual community that will meet together from October to June to support each other on their spiritual journeys, to discern God's leadings, and to recognize and support their gifts and ministries. The Spiritual Formation Groups come together for two retreats—one at the beginning of the program and one at the end.
Friends and attenders from the various monthly meetings throughout Philadelphia Yearly Meeting will gather for an opening retreat to begin their commitment to a year in supportive community. During this weekend we will reflect on Quaker spirituality and how we are formed inwardly by God. Regional subgroups will begin formation of their own community and will initiate planning of the year's schedule of meetings.
A concluding weekend retreat in the following spring (June 17-19, 2011) will provide a worshipful opportunity to evaluate and enlarge on the program in daily lives of Friendly ministry.
A one-day gathering will be held in the Philadelphia area on February 5 for sharing.
All participants in each local group need to attend these vital retreats of community formation.
For more information: http://www.pym.org/worship-and-care/s-f-program.htm, or contact Registrar Susan Thompson, Newtown Meeting at 267-847-6396 or sthompson@healthfederation.org.
The Wisdom to Know the Difference: When to Make a Change–And When to Let Go

Eileen Flanagan (member of Chestnut Hill MM and parent at Greene Street FS will be speaking about her book, The Wisdom to Know the Difference: When to Make a Change–And When to Let Go, which is coming out in paperback September 2 from Tarcher/Penguin. Endorsed by the Dalai Lama, the book explores how to apply the message of the Serenity Prayer, accepting the things we cannot change and changing those we can. In 2009 it was one of Quaker Books bestsellers, and in 2010 won a Silver Nautilus Book Award. The paperback book launch will be at the Big Blue Marble in Mt. Airy on September 4 at 2 pm. Eileen will be speaking at Borders (Broad and Chestnut) on Wednesday, September 8 at 6 pm. She would love to see Friends at either event. For more information please visit www.eileenflanagan.com.

FWCC Worldwide Consultation Process on Global Change

There is growing concern among Friends around the world on issues of change including environmental, climate, economic, and social change. Friends see these issues as inter-connected and as parts of a single change, which we call “global change”. To seek and explore Friends' voices on global change as widely as possible, FWCC established a process for local ‘clusters'’ to meet in the tradition of Friends meeting for worship for discernment of a particular concern, in this case, global change.

We invite you to journey with us as we seek God's guidance in discerning our response to Global Change. The first step is to organize or join in a cluster gathering in your community. In these gatherings, we will hear and record the voices of Friends sharing how our lives have been touched by global change. From these shared stories, we seek to discern how we can live in right relationship with creation and with each other. This discernment process will carry forward to a world Consultation to be held in late 2011. The outcome of the Consultation will be presented at the Sixth World Conference of Friends in Kenya in 2012.

It is our desire that as many Friends as possible participate in this process. We especially hope to hear the voices of Friends who have not yet spoken or perhaps not been heard in the global arena. We encourage you to be part of forming or joining a cluster meeting and sharing the outcomes with Friends worldwide through this process. We will also offer on- line opportunities for participating in this process. See www.fwccglobalchange.org.

Plea from the Meeting Secretary

Friends, I know that all of you are busy people. But for those of you who want items put it the Meeting newsletter, please, read the deadline information at the back of the newsletter and please pay attention to it. There is already plenty for me to deal with after the meeting for business in terms of the newsletter. Thank you.
                                     [[[[[[[[[[[[

                 The Ninth Query on the Ministry of Outreach

Outreach

What are we doing as a Meeting to communicate our presence and our principles to the community around us? Does our Meeting's ministry of outreach lead Friends to share their spiritual experiences with others?

What are we doing to invite persons not in membership to attend our meetings for worship and to encourage their continued attendance? How does the Meeting welcome visitors? Are we sensitive to the needs and hesitations of each visitor?

Are we tender to the needs of isolated Friends and Meetings, and to nearby Meetings seeking support?

How do I ground myself in the understandings of my faith? Am I clear about my beliefs? How do I prepare myself to share my faith and beliefs with others?
Does my manner of life as a Friend attract others to our religious society?
Do I seize opportunities to tell others about the Religious Society of Friends and invite them to worship with us?
Is my manner with visitors and attenders to our Meeting one of welcome?
Collaboration

In what ways does our Meeting respond to opportunities to join with other faiths in worship, in social action, and in spiritual dialogue?

How does our Meeting encourage its members to seek opportunities to meet and work with Friends world wide?

What opportunities have I taken to know people from different religious and cultural backgrounds, to worship with them, and to work with them on common concerns?
What opportunities have I taken to know, to work, and to worship with Friends outside of my own Meeting?
                               [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                             News and Announcements

(Friends, if you want a copy of an announcement, please let me know and I will make one for you. Please do not take it from the bulletin boards and therefore deny the knowledge to other Friends.)
For Friends who live in Philadelphia

For those of you who live in the City of Philadelphia, there’s good news: as of August 1st, all numbers of plastics are being accepted in the citywide single stream curbside pickup. Several sources have confirmed this, including the website of the Philadelphia Streets Department. There is much confusion over what is and is not currently being accepted. We’re told that the list on the Streets Department website is not accurate. However, it is correct to say that if you see a recycling symbol with a number on a plastic container, it is now accepted in the city’s curbside pickup program. Not accepted for now are: plastic bags and wraps, styrofoam, or compostable plastics. RecycleNOW’s website currently has the most definitive list of what is and is not accepted. It changes often. From Chestnut Hill MM’s newsletter.
Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed. Please go to their website or call them for more information.) 
Sept. 3-5
Shoden Reiki Level 1 with Joseph Moon
Sept. 10-12
Adult Learning and Spiritual Transformation with Virginia Lee and Andrew Wright
Sept. 17-19
Lives of Service: A Working Retreat 

Oct.   8-10 
Fit for Freedom with Donna McDaniel and Vanessa Julye

Oct.  10-14
Life Work: The Writing Lives and Poetry of Three Spiritual Poets with Paul Lacey

Oct.  15-17
Playing in the Light: A Godly Play® Workshop for Quakers
Oct.  22-24
Priests and Prophets, Visions and Stories, A Men’s Retreat with Jens Braun
Holding in the Light, Framing the Sacred: Photography in the Digital Age 3 choices

Oct. 22-24, Oct. 22-28, or Oct. 24-28

Nov. 5-7
Inquirers’ Weekend: An Introduction to Quakerism

Nov. 12-14
Courage to Lead: A Circle of Trust® Retreat (early registration suggested)

Nov. 12-14
A Celebration in the Spirit of Pendle Hill (PH 80th anniversary celebration)
Nov. 19-21
Clerking: Serving the Community with Joy and Confidence with Arthur Larrabee
Nov. 26-28
Five Spiritual Principles with George Owen
Dec. 3-5
Blessed Unrest: Awaking the Dreamer and Activist Within with Steve Chase and Katy Locke
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) Annual Meeting

FCNL will hold it’s annual meeting from Thursday, November 11 through Monday, November 15, in Washington, D.C. Among other things, Friends attending will be approving the legislative priorities for the 112th Congress, 2011-2012. For more information, please go to www.fsnl.org.
Happenings at Other Monthly Meetings, Outside of Philadelphia Quarter.
Richland Friends Meeting, 300 years of Quakerism in Quakertown. Pa. 1710 - 2010

The meeting is celebrating Quaker Heritage Day on September 18, 10-5 rain or shine at Main St. & Mill Rd. & Park Ave. & 309. (Sounds like quite an intersection.) See richlandfriendsmeeting.org. If interested, please see flyer posted on bulletin board in the entrance way.
Twilight Meetings for Worship.  

Newtown Square Friends Meeting is hosting a series of twilight meetings for worship in natural settings.
Location: Several natural areas in Willistown and Newtown Townships, including Kirkwood Preserve (maybe another location within Kirkwood).
Dates: September 25 and October 24. No rain dates.
Time: Meet at Newtown Square Friends Meeting at 6:45 pm and then carpool to the location, none of which are more than a few miles away.
Contact: John Custer, jscuster@verizon.net, 610-356-6669.
October 1 to 3, Tri-Quarter Gathering of Friends—Miracle Weekend, Miracle Life
 Scheduled for the weekend of October 1 to 3, at Camp Ockanickon in Medford, NJ, the Tri-Quarter Gathering will explore the wonders that can transform our individual and community lives. Through workshops tailored for every age group, we will delve into the amazing complexities that comprise our very existence, and attempt to fathom the mysteries of our relationship with our Creator.
This weekend is open to all Friends and attendees throughout Philadelphia Yearly Meeting and beyond.

If you’re interested in attending, please contact the Registrar, Cindy Cox Crispin at (856) 478-4093 or Georgeacrispin@aol.com for more information on activities and cost, and accommodations.
 (The three Quarters are Burlington, Haddonfield and Salem, all in New Jersey.)
 
Humor Corner: (Quaker humor) It was a Lutheran’s first visit to a Quaker meeting. He asked the Quaker sitting next to him “When does the service begin? The Friend answered, “When the meeting is over, the service begins.”
Quote Corner: How can we support one another in rekindling our love and respect for each other and God’s creation in these difficult times in such a way that we are messengers of the transforming power of love and hope?
            


Based on a query in the 2010/11 Friends World News from FWCC.

The submission deadline for the October newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, September 17, for everything except the minutes from the meeting for worship with a concern for business.
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