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  First Day Meeting for Worship



10:30 am
  First Day School 





10:30–11:15 am 

 * Wednesday morning Meeting for Worship
   

8:30–9:00 am with GSFS
  First Sunday evening Meeting for Worship


6:30–7:00 pm at Stapeley Hall

September 2011         
Labor Day Weekend



Sunday, 4th
          9:30 am
                 Breakfast with a Friend—Bob Dockhorn

                                 Rise of Meeting      Coffee Hour—Charity Marshall-Womack & Jean Prestas

Sunday, 11th
        Rise of Meeting      Coffee Hour—Tom Hardy & Alyson Scott



        12:00
                Care & Counsel Committee Meeting
Note change



      (changed from first Sunday)

Sunday, 18th
        9:15 am
                    Property Committee Meeting
       

                                Rise of Meeting      Monthly Meeting Lunch—Peggy Walters & Andy Jickling



        12:45
                Meeting for business





                Report: Outreach Committee    
Sunday, 25th 
        9:15 am                     Friendly Bible Study

                    Rise of Meeting    Coffee Hour —Traci Sullivan & Kristin Kimmel


            The office will be closed on Friday, September 2 and Monday, September 5.






(
    Draft Minutes of the Called Meeting for Business Held Eighth Month 7, 2011
At Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Eighth Month 7, 2011:

We gathered at 12:15 pm in worship.

Clerk Robert Dockhorn called the Meeting to order, a Called Meeting with the single purpose of discussing and possibly making decisions regarding Greene Street Friends School’s request for increasing security on the campus by installing gates at vehicle entrances. 

As the Recording Secretary was not present, Susan Christian agreed to record the minutes of the meeting. 

The Clerk summarized the situation regarding the security problems on the campus, and the urgency to provide some guidance to the school administration, which has plans to complete a playground expansion prior to the start of the school year on September 6th.   This expansion of the playground requires removal of existing fencing. Once this fencing is removed, vehicles would have access to much more of the campus, a situation that carries risk for escalating illegal undesirable activity.

The Clerk summarized the content of e-mails received from members Margaret Walters and Eric Corson questioning a gates solution, and from member Alyson Scott regarding the process for making decisions on this issue. The Clerk then opened the floor for comments and questions.  After considerable discussion, unity was reached on the following points: 

1) Agreement that we need to have the capacity to exclude vehicles after-hours.

2) Agreement that, while a staffing approach would permit an open campus, it is not an option at this time, due to its high cost, thought to be in excess of $100,000 per year. 

3) Agreement that an “architectural” approach is more affordable and thus more desirable at this time. 

4) Agreement that there should be no gate at the School House Lane entrance, but instead, that vehicle access be stopped at the two sides of the meetinghouse.  

5) The Meeting shares the School's desire to present ourselves well to the community, that the security measures should be aesthetically pleasing, and that the overall appearance should be one of welcome, openness and safety during the daytime; also, that while protecting our interests, security measures should not result in a fortified appearance. 

6) While gates are acceptable, some still voiced continuing interest in the alternative of bollards, in particular, very simple ones. But there was a lack of unity on whether bollards would look better or worse than a gate, and concern was expressed that bollards would be more difficult to operate than a gate. There is also general interest in retaining pedestrian access around the gates, allowing enough room for strollers or wheelchairs to pass. In any case, there needs to be space somewhere for these to have access on both sides.
7) Agreement that better lighting, especially in front of the meetinghouse, is needed, given the continued access of vehicles and pedestrians to this part of the grounds after hours.  
8) There was a clear interest in seeing the final design before actual implementation. The School administration was asked to share design options, so that they can be viewed after Meeting for Worship on an upcoming Sunday, and provide electronic material that can be sent out by e-mail.  The gate at the Hargroves House was seen as a good model, with the way it opens, its low stature and delicate decorative design. 

9) Because the School needs to move ahead expeditiously, a final decision at a called business meeting is not needed.  However, the Clerk will evaluate comments and concerns expressed regarding the proposed designs, and will determine whether or not a called meeting is necessary to gain unity on the School’s plan. 
10) We adjourned then to meet again at the appointed time on Ninth Month 18.
                                       Robert Dockhorn, Interim Clerk
                                       Susan Christian, Acting Recording Clerk

Members Present: Susan Christian, Doris Clinkscale, Anthony DiGiovanni, Robert Dockhorn, Jean Gajary, James Glackin, Gabbreell James, Cheryl McFadden, Sharon Mullally, Alyson Scott, Ethel Trefsger
Attenders: Jennifer Cromley, Walter Hjelt Sullivan 

Staff: Gail Woodbury

                                       About our F/friends

                         (News and announcements of concern to the Meeting)
A Special Meeting Celebration

On June 12, the Monthly Meeting family of members and attenders gathered over delicious snacks to honor six individuals who have contributed in uncountable ways to the life and soul of our meeting. The event was originally inspired by the fact that two long-term clerks of two committees at the heart of our community were both retiring from their clerkships this year: Dick Betts from Care and Counsel and Doris Clinkscale from Worship and Ministry. Both had served decades in these critical posts. That reminded us that Dick Bansen had never been thanked as he left his long-term post of clerk of the Property Committee, nor Shirley Bansen for her years as clerk of Educational Assistance or Religious Education, Ethel Trefsger for hers on Property, Hospitality, and Care and Counsel, and Elizabeth Cunningham for clerking the Meeting, being Treasurer of the School and of the Meeting Trustees, Meeting Recorder and…

Turned out there were a lot of thanks that had never been clearly voiced. The goal was to deliver those thanks while making it clear that none of these six could possibly stop their service without many unfortunate things happening. We hope we did!

Six Friends presented individual thanks to the six. Andy Jickling, who spoke of Dick Bansen, had described the event as a “roast,” and he delivered. The best roasters of the six were the six themselves, as some seriously funny stories were shared. Ed Marshall added School-specific thanks to, and stories of, the group. JoAnn Seaver presented a wonderful bench Ethel had coveted for the meetinghouse, which JoAnn had re-caned and emblazoned with an Ethel Trefsger plaque.

Each Friend being honored was presented with a certificate of thanks, summarizing a small portion of his or her contributions to the Meeting community. These certificates will be shared in our newsletter over time, as they include amazing detail about what one Friend can do. Together, this crew’s years of membership totals 354 —more than a third of a millennium of service and priceless presence. Each of the certificates of thanks began with, “We honor you, celebrate you, thank you, rely on you, and are nurtured by you,” and ended with, “Your presence is essential to the fabric of our blessed community.” Dick Bansen, Shirley Bansen, Dick Betts, Doris Clinkscale, Elizabeth Cunningham, and Ethel Trefsger are woven into every part of who we are, and, thank God, they continue their weaving with us.
(From the editor: All of the remaining certificates are in this newsletter.)
 IN THANKS TO RICHARD BETTS

We honor you, celebrate you, thank you, rely on you, and are nurtured by you.

Specifically, we thank you for:
- Decades of service and leadership on Care and Counsel, leading with diligence, patience, and if needed, impatience, too,

- Driving uncountable Friends to uncountable Meetings for Worship, when you were young and they were older, and now when you are older and they are older, too,

- Your dignified and welcoming presence on the facing bench during Meeting for Worship, and the vocal ministry you have shared,

- Immense perseverance and diligence as Treasurer of the Meeting, tracking and managing dozens of accounts and hundreds of transactions each year, and thousands of details over the years,

- Service on and long-time clerking of the Educational Assistance Committee,
- Decades of service on Budget Committee and as a Trustee of the Meeting,

- Faithfully thanking each person who gave to our Meeting,

- Showing up for us at weddings and memorial services of long-lost members,

- Service on the committee called Contributions to Others, and, more importantly,

- Innumerable other contributions, including gifts you gave when no one was watching, but which we all received.
Your presence is essential to the fabric of our blessed community. With appreciation and love,
GREEN STREET MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS
IN THANKS TO ETHEL TREFSGER

We honor you, celebrate you, thank you, rely on you, and are nurtured by you.

Specifically, we thank you for:

- 
Decades of service on the Housekeeping and Property Committees, both in your formal committee service and in 

· Your pitching in where needed, especially to make our meeting house a place of welcome and beauty, choosing just the right vase, adding flowers, making subtle adjustments so that the meeting house greets us and expresses hospitality,
· Many acts and gifts as part of Hospitality, Care and Counsel, and member of wedding and memorial service committees,  

· The notes you’ve sent that warmed our hearts,

· Service as Recorder and many other “invisible” actions on our behalf,

· Your all-encompassing heart that embraces each of us, your compassionate awareness of each of us, and your responsiveness with gifts, cards, and kind words,

· Your laugh - a low chuckle - which brings to the surface your fun-loving nature, plus your style in outfits and hats that lift our spirits and save us from frumpiness,

· Your modeling for us how to weave beauty, fun, pizzazz, compassion and generosity into a fabric of spiritual hospitality.
Your presence is essential to the fabric of our blessed community. With appreciation and love,
GREEN STREET MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS
IN THANKS TO DORIS CLINKSCALE

We honor you, celebrate you, thank you, rely on you, and are nurtured by you.

Specifically, we thank you for: 

- Decades of service as Clerk of Worship and Ministry, during which time you and your committee led us in steadiness and in experimentation,
- Leadership of Bible study, nurturing it with ideas, coffee and fresh-baked goods,

- Guidance of Greene Street Friends School as Clerk of the School Committee, and service to the school in many other direct ways, including

- The careful selection, calligraphy, wrapping and addressing of our meeting’s gifts of books to GSFS graduates,
- Decades of contributions large and small on Care and Counsel, reaching out, holding close, gently questioning,

- Your ministry of notes to visitors and to members, notes which have made a difference in lives and our own and others’ sense of this community,

- Many years of service as a Trustee,

- Closing worship and opening announcements with a style of clarity, warmth and precision that has made your words ring as “just right” in many ears, and
- Reading the queries in such a way that they resonate deep in us. Many of us will always hear them in your voice.

Your presence is essential to the fabric of our blessed community. With appreciation and love,
GREEN STREET MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS

IN THANKS TO ELIZABETH CUNNINGHAM

We honor you, celebrate you, thank you, rely on you, and are nurtured by you.

Specifically, we thank you for:

-  Clerking our Meeting with humor and directness,

-  Offering your financial skills and savvy as Greene Street Friends School Treasurer, Treasurer of Trustees, as a Trustee and on Budget Committee,
-  Being someone who follows her passion for the good of the Meeting,
-  Your willingness and ability to jump in and organize coherence with persistence in finances, records, and other areas of chaos or confusion in our community life,
-  Your amazing patience (especially in one who so speaks her impatience!) as Recorder, where you have gathered information lost over time, and are setting the record straight,
-  Your dry sense of humor and candor in speaking up for what you sense is right,
-  Modeling for us what it means to persist beyond heartbreak to be the valued person you are among us,

-  Service as an active member of Worship and Ministry and Religious Education, 

-  Teaching our children, and the example you set for us all as you attempt to learn and remember each of their names.

Your presence is essential to the fabric of our blessed community. With appreciation and love,
GREEN STREET MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS                               
Spiritual Formation Two (This is an eight month program, from October 29, 2011 to June 2, 2012.)

The first Spiritual Formation Program focuses on the individual and personal learning: establishing personal spiritual disciplines, opening up sharing in small peer/"friendship" groups, and doing extensive readings to build our interiors, and leaning about their own spiritual gifts.

Spiritual Formation Two focuses on moving into active community: eldering each other in small groups, in a more directed way than presented in SF1, understanding how we are led to action, discernment, and bringing together our means to action in peaceful ways. Readings are offered to supplement the sharing. The focus is on getting directly, deeply involved. The program is "formed" by those who participate; but our facilitators themselves are truly amazing inspiration: Marcelle Martin who wrote the Pendle Hill pamphlet "Invitation to a Deeper Communion", Viv Hawkins, who formulated the Spiritual Accountability Program, and Wade Wright, who has set up the social witness program in PYM, "Called to Action:"

SF Two is about leadings and ministry that motivate Friends' "chosen" paths; in the Meeting, in the family, in work and in the world.
For more information, please contact Amelia Diamond at aediamond7@gmail.com, John Brady at jtblmh@msn.com or Susan Thompson, susanR.thompson@verizon.net, sthompson@healthFederation.org. From the editor: You do not need to have taken the first Spiritual Formation Program in order to participate in this one. There are flyers posted.
Questions about the PYM Tuition Aid Program. 

 Friends with questions about PYM’s Tuition Aid program (for PYM member children who attend Friends Schools) may contact the Friends in Education Coordinator, Grace Sharples Cooke. The email is gracec@pym.org and the phone number is 215-241-7224. Tuition Aid applications are typically submitted to the Friends School the child attends by February 15th each year, and are for the following school year. 
The process begins in mid-fall when monthly meetings inform families about the program and distribute the updated application form to Quaker families in their community.  Applications are prepared by the parent, and then reviewed and signed by the Monthly Meeting and the school’s Admissions or Financial Aid Director. To qualify for aid, the child must be enrolled in a Friends school in the PYM region and have at least one parent with membership in a PYM-region monthly meeting (membership must be at least of one year’s standing --since September 1 of the prior year). The child’s family must also meet a needs test that is based on income and is administered by the school. 
All confidential financial records remain with the school and are not shared with PYM, and the Tuition Aid grant award is paid directly to the School each fall.
Many monthly meetings and some quarterly meetings also provide tuition aid to qualifying children. Questions about these programs should be directed to your monthly or quarterly meeting’s leadership.
Peggy Walters is Clerk of the Green Street Monthly Meeting Education Assistance Committee.
More new books for the library.

Broken English  (Fiction) Book 2 of the Amish Murder Mysteries
Gaus's plot has some intriguing twists and turns, though the identity of the killer will be instantly apparent to anyone with a working knowledge of Hebrew. Part of Gaus's success comes from his seamless weaving of Amish life with small-town America: the multi-layered Hawkins, who has renounced violence and the lures of the world--or has he?--points to the fluidity of the actual boundaries between Amish life and the world of "the English." Those boundaries can bend or they can break, resulting in the intriguing title of the novel.
  
Dealing Creatively with Death
"This manual on death education is a 'must' for any involved in hospice care or work with the terminally ill. It covers everything from living with terminally ill individuals to the right to die, memorial societies, and death ceremonies. Its focus on the emotional and economic costs of death is unparalleled".--"Midwest Book Review".
  
Between Barack and a Hard Place: Racism and White Denial in the Age of…
Race is, and always has been, an explosive issue in the United States. In this timely new book, Tim Wise explores how Barack Obama's emergence as a political force is taking the race debate to new levels. According to Wise, for many whites, Obama's rise signifies the end of racism as a pervasive social force; they point to Obama as a validation of the American ideology that anyone can make it if they work hard, and an example of how institutional barriers against people of color have all but vanished. But is this true? And does a reinforced white belief in color-blind meritocracy potentially make it harder to address ongoing institutional racism? After all, in housing, employment, the justice system and education, the evidence is clear: white privilege and discrimination against people of color are still operative and actively thwarting opportunities, despite the success of individuals like Obama.
Is black success making it harder for whites to see the problem of racism, thereby further straining race relations, or will it challenge anti-black stereotypes to such an extent that racism will diminish and race relations improve? Will blacks in power continue to be seen as an "exception" in white eyes? Is Obama "acceptable" because he seems "different than most blacks," who are still viewed too often as the dangerous and inferior "other?"
15 Days of Prayer With Meister Eckhart
Liguori has published over a dozen books in this series of “15 Days of Prayer…”   We could spend our 15 days with the likes of St. Teresa of Avila, St. Bernard, St. Benedict, or even Thomas Merton, or Charles de Foucauld, to name a few.  Each book is by a different author, but the subject book by Andre Gozier, O.S.B., a Benedictine at an abbey in Paris, presents us with one of the lesser-known mystics of the late Middle Ages.  However, Gozier follows the chapter “How to Use This Book” with “A Brief Chronology of Meister Eckhart’s Life” (4 pages), which will bring all newcomers up too speed on the importance of this mystic to the Christian contemplative tradition.  The 15 chapters that follow consist mainly of quotes from Eckhart’s sermons with comments and explanations by Gozier, with a few final questions for reflection. The chapters bear such titles as Without Asking Why, Suffering, and Let God Reign in the Soul.  Gozier warns us that when reading this book we should “…be prepared to be surprised.  If you have never been on a spiritual journey you should know that…descriptions [of it] that you might have heard are nothing compared to the real thing.”
                                             [[[[[[[[[[[[ 

                 The Ninth Query on the Ministry of Outreach
Outreach

What are we doing as a Meeting to communicate our presence and our principles to the community around us? Does our Meeting's ministry of outreach lead Friends to share their spiritual experiences with others?

What are we doing to invite persons not in membership to attend our meetings for worship and to encourage their continued attendance? How does the Meeting welcome visitors? Are we sensitive to the needs and hesitations of each visitor?

Are we tender to the needs of isolated Friends and Meetings, and to nearby Meetings seeking support?

How do I ground myself in the understandings of my faith? Am I clear about my beliefs? How do I prepare myself to share my faith and beliefs with others?
Does my manner of life as a Friend attract others to our religious society?
Do I seize opportunities to tell others about the Religious Society of Friends and invite them to worship with us?
Is my manner with visitors and attenders to our Meeting one of welcome?
Collaboration

In what ways does our Meeting respond to opportunities to join with other faiths in worship, in social action, and in spiritual dialogue?

How does our Meeting encourage its members to seek opportunities to meet and work with Friends world wide?

What opportunities have I taken to know people from different religious and cultural backgrounds, to worship with them, and to work with them on common concerns?
What opportunities have I taken to know, to work, and to worship with Friends outside of my own Meeting?
                                             [[[[[[[[[[[[                         

                                            News and Announcements
Workshops and/or Short Courses at Pendle Hill

For more information about any of these weekends, call Pendle Hill at (610) 566-4507 or (800) 742-3150, ext. 3, or visit www.pendlehill.org. Matching scholarships are available; please ask Pendle Hill staff. 
(Only the titles of workshops are listed. Please go to their website, or call them for more information.) 

Sept. 2-4
What’s Your Story? Uncover Hidden Stories from Life Experience

Sept. 11-15
Where I Live: The Poetry of Maxine Kumin and Rita Dove

Sept. 16-18
Lives of Service. A Working Retreat (Projects that need doing at Pendle Hill)

Sept. 16-18
The Collective Way from Violence to Peace

Sept. 23-25
The Life of Howard Thurman

Sept. 23-25
 Playing in the Light, Godly Play, Faith and Play Training for Quakers

Oct. 7-9
Addressing Stubborn Conflicts through Eldering

Oct. 7-9
Difficult Conversations with Family and Friends

Oct. 9-13 
Bayard Rustin and the Perils of Coalition Politics

Oct. 14-16 
Gender and the Search for an Authentic Self

Oct. 21-23
Overcoming Internalized Oppression

Oct. 28-30 
Compassionate Listening, Healing the World from the Inside Out

Blessing the Waters, on Wednesday, September 7, at 5:30 pm at Penn Treaty Park

Please join us for an interfaith ritual, Blessing the Waters, on Wednesday, September 7, at Penn Treaty Park in Philadelphia.  As people of faith committed to sustaining creation, we are deeply concerned about the threat of fracking for natural gas and its impact on our state's public health, economy, waterways, and air.  We are calling together all people of faith to gather and speak for the waters and to renew our 

commitment to the protection of those among us who are most vulnerable. If you have any questions, please e-mail blessingthewaters@gmail.com. (From an interfaith group. A flyer and an information sheet about fracking are posted. The information sheet is on the bulletin board at the head of the stairs.)

Confronting Terrorism Nonviolently, on Sunday, September 11, at Doylestown Friends Meeting
At 2:00 pm on Sunday, September 11, Doylestown Friends will host a forum on Nonviolent Responses to Terrorism. The presentation will outline protective and preventive measures that do not rely on the military. Childcare is available. 215-348-2320

Young Friends Gathering at the Peace Fair on Sept. 23-25, Friday, 4:30 pm to Sunday, 12:00 pm. 

Young Friends are returning to Buckingham Meeting and Friends School for the Peace Fair. We will be stage hands for the Peace Fair. Beginning Friday night we will set up the tent and build the stage for the musical performances, set up tables and booths. Saturday we will help staff the booths and games, help set up for the performances, direct parking, do face painting and serve food. Then Saturday night we will disassemble the Fair, put it all away, and stuff ourselves with pizza. The Peace Fair embraces a theme of peace, social service, and the environment, including exhibits by The Bucks County Peace Center, Habitat for Humanity, NOVA (Network of Victim Assistance), the Audubon Society, and other nonprofit organizations. There will be an art show featuring well-known Bucks County and Quaker Artists and poetry readings that include an open mike and a Bucks County Poet Laureate. There will also be live music. To check out the Peace Fair WebPages go to http://www.peacefair.org/.

Twilight Meeting for Worship; Sept. 25, Oct. 23. 

Join Newtown Square Friends for Twilight Meeting for Worship outside at various parks and preserves in Chester County. Meet at 7 pm at the Newtown Square Friends Meeting House, 120 North Newtown Street Road (Route 252), Newtown Square, Pa. Meeting for Worship is between 7 and 9 p.m. For more information, contact John Custer at jscuster@verizon.net.
 A Silent Retreat in the manner of Friends from Sept. 30 to Oct. 3

This retreat is sponsored by the School of the Spirit Ministry, a project under the care of PYM's Worship and Care Committee. It will be facilitated by Linda Chidsey (Housatonic, NYYM) and Carolyn Moon (Gwynedd, PYM) It will be held at the St. Raphaela Retreat Center, in Haverford, Pa.
Come and simply be with God and attend to the divine stirrings of the soul.
Early-bird registration by Aug. 31. Space is limited. Significant scholarship assistance is available. For more information and to register, visit www.schoolofthespirit.org or email info@schoolofthespirit.org.
Tri-Quarter Gathering of Friends – Sept. 30-Oct. 2, Friday 4 pm to Sunday 4 pm. 
Please make plans to attend this stimulating yet restful weekend among the pines. The theme this year is “Gathered Among Friends: the 2011 Tri-Quarter Experience”, drawing from the special meaning of “gathered” in Quaker parlance. The weekend will include Saturday morning workshops, intergenerational games, boating and canoeing, hayrides, bonfire, stargazing through the Camp’s large telescope, free time to enjoy the pineland setting, six meals and an outdoor lakeside Meeting for Worship. Accommodations range from screened-in cabins to heated lodges. This annual event for all ages is held at Camp Ockanickon in Medford, NJ, for the Salem, Burlington and Haddonfield Quarters, but is open to all Friends within PYM. For more information -- or to receive a registration form -- please contact the clerk of the Tri-Quarter, Marsha Gaspar, at Mstar8000@yahoo.com or (856) 869-3431.

Arch Street Meeting House Achieves National Historic Landmark Status.

 US Secretary of the Interior, Ken Salazar, announced the designation of 14 new National Historic Landmarks, and Arch Street Meeting House was among the newly designated landmarks. This designation represents years of work by many PYM members on the Arch Street Standing Committee and its Property and Use Working Group. We are thrilled that our nation has recognized the historic significance of the Arch Street Meeting House.

            Arch Street Meeting House was built in 1804 and enlarged in 1811. The original architect was Owen Biddle. The meetinghouse has been on the National Register of Historic Places since 1971. However, with yesterday’s designation, Arch Street Meeting House becomes one of about 2,500 National Historic Landmarks.

            More information about the landmark status and Arch Street Meeting House can be found below.

http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/AMERICAS-GREAT-OUTDOORS-Secretary-Salazar-Designates-14-New-National-Historic-Landmarks.cfm http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arch_Street_Friends_Meeting_House

http://www.ushistory.org/tour/arch-street-friends.htm

Pre-registration for the 2012 Quaker Pilgrimage.
Pre-registration for the next Quaker Pilgrimage to England (July 16-22, 2012) is now open.  Join Quaker Pilgrims and trip leaders, Irene McHenry (Chestnut Hill Meeting, Pa.) and Deborra Sines Pancoe (Abington Meeting, Pa.) to explore the roots of the Religious Society of Friends. With a guide from Britain Yearly Meeting, the 2012 PYM Quaker Pilgrimage will explore England’s “1652 Country”. To pre-register, contact Deborra Sines-Pancoe at deborra@friendscouncil.org.

Humor Corner (If Bible characters had bumper stickers)

                                               Goliath: Support the Ban on Slingshots

                                               Methuselah: Be kind to Senior Citizens
Quote Corner: Suszuki Roshi, a Zen priest, in visiting Yosemite National Park, once noticed how one of the falls entered the valley as a river, became a curtain of water tumbling in rivulets against the cliff rocks, then gushed out as a river below, and he compared this to the human condition. We begin united, we disperse, we feel individuality and , sometimes disjointedness and then we become joined, again. The waterfall he gazed at was very tall, and from one human perspective, long.
We join in our Meeting for Worship in the same waters, the river, or, when covered in silence, the ocean. Later, when we walk around, the water is still on our hair, our clothes, in our pores. We’ve become. We are the water. For Meeting is what nourishes us. We nourish our Meeting.

By Russ Endo, from the Fall 2006 budget appeal letter.

The submission deadline for the October newsletter is 9:30 am on Friday, September 16. 
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